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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN

“God Chose the Poor”
James 2:1-7
and try to look nice.
…in the sight of God we all are poor.
I hate favoritism.
There
is
nothing
I cannot stand how
wrong
with
that.
Yet
God sees people who need Him,
people favor someone
eventually the outside
people who are genuine in their heart,
over another based
appearance will prove
on their family backto
be
secondary
who know they are poor, empty, and
ground, religion, race
when the interview
need God’s grace for healing and
or gender. In a lot of
continues to find out
becoming complete.
countries around the
the real person! Watch
world, favoritism is the
out!
way people achieve
How does God treat
their demands. The
us?
principle is the followGod does not show
ing: “It is not who you
favoritism. “For God
are; it is who you know.” In the country I served in the past
shows no partiality” (Rom 2:11 ESV).
as a school principal or a church pastor, people tried to apMoses said: For the Lord your God is God of gods and
proach me through a person I knew. They thought I would
Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God,
approve their request if they spoke in the name of a friend
who is not partial and takes no bribe. He executes justice
of mine. Certain people thought that I should use a different
for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner,
scale in grading certain “elite” students. I remember one day
giving him food and clothing (Deut. 10:17, 18 ESV).
when there was a long line to get a free physical examination
My favorite example is when God sends Samuel to find
that the church organized. A lady from the church told me
a king for Israel. He goes to Jesse to look among his sons.
that she should not wait in line because she was from “the
Eliab was a tall and handsome man. But he was not the right
family of faith,” quoting from the Bible.
one. After the first seven sons passed, the eighth one, the
Favoritism is a sin. It is not just a sin that destroys
youngest one was the right man. “The Lord sees not as man
human relationship; it destroys our witness for our God. sees: man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord
We represent our Lord Jesus. How does God treat His
looks at the heart” (1 Sam 16:7b ESV). God looks at the heart
creation? James uses the word favoritism (partiality in other
and we are commanded to be careful about judging.
translations). It literally means, ‘receiving the face’: to accept
Who is our example? Consider Jesus, what kind of clothes
something merely as it appears; to judge something by its
would he wear?
face, by its outside cover.1
“He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
James gives the example of two newcomers to the church
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
service. One of them is dressed very well, like wearing
He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of
gold and expensive clothes and “driving a pricey car” (my
suffering, and familiar with pain.
interpretation). The other comes not well dressed, in shabby
Like one from whom people hide their faces he was
clothes. How do we treat each person? Do we judge them
despised, and we held him in low esteem.” Isaiah 53:2b-3 NIV
“by the cover”? Do outside appearances have an effect on
What kind of appearance is this?
our judgment?
This simple man, a carpenter, born in a simple place, from
Unfortunately, we do judge by the outside appearance.
the small town of Nazareth. Even Jesus said about himself:
continued on page 2
When we go to a job interview, we wear something good

PACC EVENTS OF 2019
New Year and Armenian
Christmas Sunday ............January 6
Founders’ Day Banquet
.....................Sunday, January 27
Dorcas Guild Sunday
................................ February 10
PACC Family Retreat (Bass Lake)
...........................February 22-24
Vartanantz Commemoration
................Thursday, February 28
(St. Paul)
World Day of Prayer
........... Saturday, March 2 (FAPC)
Christian Women of First Street
......................Thursday, March 7
AEUNA Pastors Retreat
............................... March 26-28
Palm Sunday .......................April 14
Maundy Thursday ...............April 18
Easter Sunday .....................April 21
Annual Evensong ................April 28
Genocide Commemoration
Gathering............. Tuesday, April 24
Merchants Lunch
........Thursday & Friday, May 2-3
Mother’s Day ......... Sunday, May 12
Memorial Day PACC & FAPC
Joint Picnic ............Monday, May 27
PACC Annual Meeting .............. June
Graduation/Acolyte
Elevation Sunday .................. June 2
Summer Student
Mission Trip ............................. June
Father’s Day ...........Sunday, June 16
Vacation Bible School ..... July 15-19
Rally (Renewal)
Sunday ........................September 8
Mission Committee
Annual Parking Lot Sale
.............Saturday, September 28
Harvest Banquet
..................Saturday, October 19
Harvest Festival
.................... Sunday, October 27
Thanksgiving Sunday
............................. November 24
Congregational
Budget Meeting ..............December
Christmas Worship
Celebration Sunday
..............................December 22
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
............... Tuesday, December 24

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
The February Council meeting was business as usual as Committee and Board
chairs shared the plans they have to serve the church in the upcoming months.
Dorcas Guild ladies have several baking days scheduled for Easter and Merchant’s
Lunch. Not to be left out, the Men’s Forum members have their own cooking
events including the upcoming AUENA Board meeting at Pilgrim in March.
Plans are underway by the Christian Ed Committee for Vacation Bible School.
The Board of Trustees are finalizing the proposal for the handicap renovations
in the narthex and social hall. It is anticipated a congregational meeting will be
scheduled this spring to move forward on the renovations. Lots going on and lots
of opportunities to “plug-in” and connect with your church family.
– By Moderator Cristel Tufenkjian

Badveli Nerses Message:

God Chose The Poor…
Continued from page 1

James
2:1-7

“Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his
head” (Matthew 8:20 NIV).
Yet His glory was not in his outside appearance. His disciples witnessed this after
Jesus was resurrected from the dead. Let us not be deceived by appearances.
How did Jesus treat people? Lepers, prostitutes or unclean persons had the chance
to touch him. He spoke to them and cared for them. On the other hand, he did not
reject Pharisees’ or tax collector’s invitations. He did not reject Nicodemus, nor did he
reject the rich young man who came to ask questions.
James condemns partiality in the context of judging. It means to treat people the
same way. Yet this passage starts saying “God chose the poor to be rich in faith and
to inherit the kingdom he promised.” Although we read that we should not show
favoritism, and God does not show favoritism. Yet we read that God chose the poor.
Does He favor the poor? Will every poor person inherit the kingdom of God? NO. Will
every rich not inherit the kingdom of God? NO.
Materially poor people have nothing to depend upon. They have more tendencies to
turn to God than the rich who think they are secure and in control of their possessions.
Now let us not generalize. I have seen financially poor people who are full of themselves
and do not think they need God. All they think is how to become like the rich man. Also,
there are rich people who think always how to become richer. They don’t see anything
except their possessions. In the first chapter, James warned the people who trust in
their wealth: “…But the rich should take pride in their humiliation — since they will
pass away like a wild flower”(James 1:9-10).
God chose the poor? Why?
Jesus said: “Blessed are the poor in the spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven”(Matt 5:3 NIV). Why? Because in the sight of God we all are poor. God sees
people who need Him, people who are genuine in their heart, who know they are poor,
empty, and need God’s grace for healing and becoming complete.
There is no other way to come to God. Rich or poor, whatever standard of living you
have, come to God empty and naked. God is on the side of the poor. There is no other
side. Only when we are naked, God will clothe us; only when we are blind, God will give
us sight. In your poverty, you will realize how sinful you are and you will ask for God’s His
saving grace through Jesus Christ.
1 Tyndale commentary says: “It is first used in the New Testament as a literal rendering of the Old Testament
Hebrew language for partiality. To ‘receive the face’ is to make judgments and distinctions based on
external considerations, such as physical appearance, social status or race.”

Tithings 79.95%

2018 and 2019 Annual Giving Recap
For where your Treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21

MAR 31
FEB 28
JAN 31

19,822.25

$

Other Income .96%
3.13%
Building Rental Income 4.19%
Parsonage Rental Income (Less Prop Mgt Fee) 2.81%
Harvest Banquet at Net 3.05%

Merchant Lunch at Net 5.91%

2018 Wrap Up. There are a few
changes to last month's report for
Tithings 79.95%
the year end 2018. Total contributions/tithings collected for 2018 is
$369,388.48 which represents
94% of the budgeted amount for
this category of income. December contributions/tithings were 3
times the amount budgeted! Total
income from all sources was over
$8,000 over budget. We were
under budget on our expenses by
almost $20,000. Thank you Board
of Trustees! We ended the year at
$27,982.26 Net Income! Thank
you to all who tithed, contributed,
served our events, served on
boards and prayed to make this
year a successful year in serving
God and upholding our church.
On to 2019.... Shown is our total
budgeted amount for contributions/tithings for 2019 in the
amount of $403,550. that was
voted on during our December 2018 congregational meeting.
Also shown is 1/12th of that budget at $33,629.17. Final amount
shown are the actual contributions/tithings collected in the
amount of $19,822.25. For January we met 59% of the budgeted
amount. Amen for our 2018 surplus but please keep in mind this
surplus cannot sustain us until next
$
403,550.
DEC 31
December! We're barely holding on in
NOV 30 February. As a church we are studying
the book of James. James is adamant
JUL
OCT 31
"Brothers and sisters... listen to me."
JUN 30
SEP 30
James quoted in Acts 15:13. He is
MAY 31
AUG 31 adamant about bringing our faith alive
by just doing it, to quote a large adverJUL 31
tising campaign. As a wise believer once
told me tithing is an act of worship. Pray
JUN 30
for strength, guidance and conviction as
MAY 31
you praise God for your blessings and
APR 30 give back to Him what is His.
“Do not merely listen to the word,
and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.” James 1:22
– Prepared by
Treasurer Patrice Ruble

CHURCH NEWS

Installation of New Members
On February 17, 2019 PACC family welcomed
the following new members: Didee Didier, Jemma
Israelyan, Misak Israelyan, Armik Israyelyan,
Hrachik Israyelyan, Melinda Peterson.
We’re delighted you are a member of our
congregation!
•••••
BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Kenneth and Robyn Esraelian
on the birth of their grandchildren:
Hayes Esraelian Kaylor, born November 4, 2018;
parents: Jeffrey and Evan Kaylor
Cora Lucie Esraelian, born February 6, 2019;
parents: Jordan and Ani Esraelian
•••••
Pilgrim Church has a website, www.
pilgrimchurch.com. It now is possible to download
or read the “Progress” online. If you would like to
receive the “Progress” via email, please contact the
office at 229-2915, or email: office@pilgrimchurch.
com.

THE CHURCH FAMILY AT WORK

How can you help?
Please consider how you can share
your talents and serve.
MINISTERS
THE CONGREGATION
MINISTRY STAFF
Senior Pastor,
Rev Nerses Balabanian
Associate Pastor,
Rev Kevin Kasper
YOUTH MINISTRY
VOLUNTEERS
Alexander Jaramishian
Jason Davis
Claire Jaramishian
Phyllis Branche
MUSIC STAFF
Director of Music,
Oscar Luna
Organist, Faye DeLong
SUPPORT STAFF
Church Secretary,
Houry Sabiljian
Part-Time Custodian,
Joe Fischer
Wedding Planner,
Sandy Avakian
CHURCH COUNCIL
Moderator,
Cristel Tufenkjian
Vice Moderator, Ed Saliba
Scribe, Sue Moosoolian
Treasurer, Patrice Ruble

BOARD OF DEACONS
Chair, Paula Ganimian
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chair, Sammy Ganimian
BY-LAWS COMMITTEE
Co-chairs:
Allison Karahadian
Robyn Esraelian
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Chair, Melinda Eritzian
Sunday School
Superintendent,
Cathy Cholakian
DORCAS GUILD
Dianne Kassabian
FLC COMMITTEE
Chair, John Tufenkjian
MEN’S FORUM
President, Jerry Janigian
MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Chair, Doreen Fischer
MUSIC COMMITTEE
Chair, Carol Forrest
NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
Joyce Kierejczyk

YOUTH AND SUNDAY
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
•••••

David Adjemian 3/1
Keyln Dorough 3/18
Kayla Shamlin 3/8
Danielle Der Manouel 3/18
Arman Israyelyan 3/11 Emma Kasper 3/18
Crystal Petrosyan 3/11 Juliette Vasquez 3/26
and Happy Belated Birthday to
Nareg Jalhayan 1/6, David Petrosyan 2/14
Sebastian Klomhaus 2/16
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him,
so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
– Romans 15:13
•••••
SUNDAY SCHOOL for Preschool
through Sixth Grade is NOW held
during the church hour
Come to church with
your family at 11:00
Children and Sunday School staff will stay in church
until after the greeting and then will be dismissed
to Sunday School
•••••
IT’S MIGHTY MEMORIZER TIME AGAIN!
It is not too late to sign up!

Say your verse at Church each Sunday or call
Teacher Cathy at 285-5780, if you are not at church!
•••••
We are pleased that we are able to provide
professional care in our church nursery for children
birth through 3 years of age during the church hour
in Room 1 of the Sunday School building. Rachel
Malleappah is our Nursery Care Provider. Rachel
is warm, energetic and very loving. She has had
years of experience babysitting. Rachel is currently
attending Fresno Pacific College, majoring in Liberal
Arts and plans on becoming an elementary school
teacher.
Rachel is happy to be part of our Pilgrim Church
Family and looks forward to meeting and interacting
with all families of our children 3 years old and
younger.

Dorcas Guild

The February 7th General Meeting of Dorcas Guild was
spectacular! Valentines prevailed the entire theme of the
afternoon The Guild invited the Men’s Forum to be their
guests, and what a wonderful time we had together.
Love was everywhere from the table décor to the
unbelievable program of love songs from the “oh so
talented” duo Balabanian and Kasper. Jazz and Johnnie
Cash were perfect together. The guitar, piano and
accordion were terrific. Anyone passing by and observing
could easily have mistaken the event as a concert for
groupies gone wild.
Laughter, cheers, clapping, dancing, cellphone
flashlights waving in the air, set the joyous mood of over
seventy participants. The crowd did not want the day
to end and the musicians were proud to add one more
number to their program.
Our church is so blessed to have two Shepherds, both
spiritual and musical. Never have we had an event quite
like February 7, 2019. I hope you were there, it’s a shame
if you were not. Perhaps next year they will do a repeat
performance.
Our hostesses were Carol Forrest and Arlynne Patton
and menu was delicious souberag, kale salad, cupcakes
and chocolate candies. Cheers to all and I hope your
Valentine’s Day was very special.
– By Chris Krikorian, Wednesday Circle Chairperson

Founders’ Day 2019

There are all kinds of bridges. Bridges that connect different parts of a city
and there are bridges that span canyons. On Jan. 28, 2019, we witnessed
yet another kind of bridge – one that
spanned the years
and connected generations, specifically from the PACC
Jazz Band of 1912
to the jazz renderings of the 2019
PACC Jazz Band.
The bridge building began in earnest
John Eleazarian
with John Eleazarian (our emcee) who guided us through
the program adding his insights and
memories to the proceedings. John
introduced Howard Atamian who told
about his family’s involvement in PACC
from the 1912 era to today. He told of
his Sunday School teachers that included Nathan Eleazarian, Ruth Habib, and
Grace Tashjian. He briefly related the
story about one particular youth group
event at his parent’s home.
The foundation of the bridge was
done.
Chris Krikorian next gave a little history of the merger of the Fowler Armenian Congregational Church, which her
family attended, with PACC. The merger was fortuitous (ordained?) in that
she met (and later married) the love
of her life, Martin Krikorian from PACC.
She also told the story of the hot sum-

mer day of the marriage of Martin’s
brother and the drooping candlesticks
during the ceremony.
The first span of the bridge was
complete.

clapping. Led by Oscar Luna (who arranged the selections for the band) and
played the bass guitar. Badveli Nerses
accompanied on the piano. The scintillating duo trumpets of Paul and Dan
Sobaje evoked
memories of
the many times
we heard them
during worship
services and
numerous
youth activities.
Aram Garabedian,
the
Howard Atamian
Chris Krikorian
John Missirlian
mature senior
John Missirlian was then intro- statesman of the group, provided
duced. He spoke of various adventures the smooth melodic tones of his saxin downtown Fresno (also referred ophone playing. Rounding out the
to by others). He also recalled Lou- ensemble were Michael Mazman on
ise Googooian (with the help of Mary trombone, Remy Janigian on the corBoyajian) had revealed the secret in- net, and Steve Perez on drums.
gredient of her oft-made pilaf (add 1
A special thank you to the Men’s
or 2 more sticks almost of butter to Forum who recreated the meal from
the large cauldron of near – ready pi- old time recipes, and the young people
laf). He then told about the influence that so ably served the meals. The deof Karl Avakian on the young adults of licious desserts were provided by the
PACC and the reason Karl rarely slept Dorcas Guild. All were essential to the
during those numerous youth group success of the event.
excursions to the AEUNA and other
As one of the original members of
out-of-town events.
the 1912 Band (Aram Zipper) undoubtThe second span completed.
edly would have said, ?Scanchelee?
And then... By all accounts, the re- (Excellent)!
incarnated PACC Jazz Band was the
By the Grace of God, the bridge was
glowing highlight of the afternoon. We complete.
heard rollicking renditions of hymns
– By John Missirlian
that set a lot of toes tapping and hands

WEEKLY

LENT SEASON
BIBLE STUDY

He Chose
the Nails

What God Did To Win Your Heart
by Max Lucado
New York Times Bestselling Author

There is a Bible Study class time to fit your schedule –
Fruit of the Spirit Women’s Fellowship
Monday, March 18, 25, April 1, 8
PACC, Room 8, 6:30 pm
Women’s Bible Study
Tuesday, March 19, 26, April 2, 9
PACC, Room 6, 10am
Young Adult Bible Study
Tuesday, March 19, 26, April 2, 9
PACC, Fellowship Room, 7pm
Home Bible Study
Thursday, March 21, 28
Jerry & Sandy Janigian Residence, 7pm
Home Bible Study
Thursday, April 4, 11
Chris Krikorian Residence, 7 pm
TGIF Men’s Bible Study
Friday, March 22, 29, April 5, 12
PACC Fireside Room, 7am
Adult Bible Sunday School
Sunday, March 24, 31, April 7, 14
PACC Fireside Room, 10am

18

25

24
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship-Trustees
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am.Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship-Dorcas Guild
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

9:00 am Dorcas Guild
Baking

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due
6:00 pm Working
Women’s Bible Study,
Marie Callender's,
Cedar/Shaw
6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Executive Board
Meeting, Overflow
Room
6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

7:30 am-5 pm FUSD,
Social Hall

4

17
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship Men’s Forum
1:00-3:00 pm Sunday Funday
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

31

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

26

27

9:00-11:00 am Parenting,
English
1:00-3:00 pm Parenting,
Spanish

12:45 pm Dorcas Guild
Circle, Overflow Room
1-3 pm Parenting, Spanish
4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary

20

9:00-11:00 am Parenting,
English

13

6

9:00-11:00 am Parenting,
English
1:00-3:00 pm Parenting,
Spanish
4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary

Ash Wednesday
7:00 am Men’s Forum
Executive Board Meeting,
Yosemite Falls
9-11 am Parenting, English
9:30 am Dorcas Guild, SetUp for Luncheon
1-3 pm Parenting, Spanish
4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal

7

28

21

7:00am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

7:00am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

7:00am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

7:00am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

7:00am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

FRIDAY

29

22

15

8

1

SATURDAY
10:00 am World
Day of Prayer,
FAPC

AEUNA Board Meeting/ PACC

7:00 pm Home Bible Study,
Janigian’s Residence

6:30 pm CE Committee,
Office
7:00 pm Home Bible Study,
Janigian’s Residence

14

11:30 am 4th Annual Women
of First Street Prayer
Luncheon, Social Hall

10:00 am Dorcas Guild,
Bible Study, General Meeting
Fireside Room /Social Hall

THURSDAY

AEUNA Pastors’ Retreat/ Calvin Crest

10:00 am Women’s
Bible Study, Room 6
6:30 pm Council
Meeting, overflow

7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

10:00 am Women’s
Bible Study, Room 6

19

5

12
9:00 am-12 pm
Women’s Bible Study,
Social Hall
6:30 pm Trustees,
Library
7:00 pm Deacons, CE
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

10:00 am Women’s
Bible Study, Room 6
10:00-4:00 pm Dorcas
Guild Baking
6:00 pm Working
Women’s Bible Study,
Marie Callender's,
Cedar/Shaw
7:00pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

March 2019

11

3

MONDAY

10
Daylight Saving Time Begins
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship-GFLC
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

HOLY COMMUNION
Pantry Sunday
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School,
Sanctuary
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship-Deacons
1-3 pm Sunday Funday
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

SUNDAY

30

23

16

9

2
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Founders’
Day
Remembered
A recap of the 2019 Founders’ Day
Celebration and reimagined
Pilgrim Armenian Church Jazz Band
is on page 5.

