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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN

Not Mine, But God’s

1 Samuel 1: 9-28
A teacher asked a boy this question:
“Suppose your mother baked a pie and
there were seven of you – your parents
and five children. What part of the pie
would you get?”
“A sixth,” replied the boy.
“I’m afraid you don’t know your
fractions,” said the teacher. “Remember,
there are seven of you.”
“Yes, teacher,” said the boy, “but you don’t
know my mother. Mother would say she didn’t
want any pie.”
Mothers, always thinking about the kids…
We can probably relate to this story. Mothers are just
amazing.
I would like to introduce to you a woman whose emotions,
thoughts and actions are written in detail in the Word of
God. We can learn a lot from Hannah (which means grace
or graceful).
Hannah was frustrated. She wanted to have a child but
“the Lord had closed her womb” (vs. 6). In this difficult
situation, her husband Elkanah tried to help her and comfort
her. He said to her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why
don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted?” (vs. 8)
Elkanah tried to help his wife but it was not working.
Those days if you did not have a child that meant there was
something wrong in your life. Let us not forget that Elkanah
was impatient; he had a second wife Peninnah who gave
him many children. You can imagine how difficult it was for
Hannah to experience all these.
Elkanah’s words were not enough to comfort Hannah. He
encouraged his wife to eat well and deal with her emotions
(vs. 9). The problem was not solved. Year after year the
family went to the Lord’s house to worship but Hannah
was still disappointed and downhearted. Until one day she
STOOD UP, says the Word of God.
Hannah stood up and went to the Lord’s house.
“Once when they had finished eating and drinking in
Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting

on his chair by the doorpost of the
LORD’s house. In her deep anguish
Hannah prayed to the LORD, weeping
bitterly. And she made a vow, saying,
“LORD Almighty, if you will only look on
your servant’s misery and remember
me, and not forget your servant but
give her a son, then I will give him to
the LORD for all the days of his life, and
no razor will ever be used on his head.”
(1 Sam 1:9-11)
Enough was enough. It was time to stand up
and go to God. Lo and behold, God gave her a child.
Please read this story carefully. God will answer
our prayers according to His will. I know many women
who asked God for a child, but were not granted what they
asked for. However, God granted them opportunities to be
mothers in different ways. I know many women like that,
who prayed for a child. They did not have any of their own
but they dedicated their life to serving other children.
The turning point in this story is not just the pregnancy. It
is not just the motherhood. Hannah dedicated the unborn
child to God: “He is not mine, but yours.”
Hannah’s prayer was from her deepest heart. She was
ready to dedicate her child to God and to become the
mother of God’s servant. She was not just interested in
having a baby. Becoming a mother was not the ultimate
goal. The goal was to become an instrument for God.
Hannah dedicated her son to God. Samuel: (Shama EL)
God listened.
Not mine, but God’s.
Hannah learned that her son belonged to God. She kept
her promise.
Hannah learned not to be possessive. This does not
mean she did not do her best in raising him. She did. She
raised her son as best as she could. She also learned to give
him back to God. Abraham learned the same lesson. Isaac
belonged to God. Mary, the mother of Jesus learned the
same thing. Jesus was not hers.
continued on page 2

UPCOMING 2019
PACC EVENTS
Merchants Lunch
Thursday-Friday, May 2-3
Mother’s Day
............. Sunday, May 12
Memorial Day PACC & FAPC
Joint Picnic
............Monday, May 27
PACC Annual Meeting
............................ June 9
Graduation/Acolyte
Elevation Sunday ..... June 2
Summer Student
Mission Trip ......June 11-21
Father’s Day
.............Sunday, June 16
Vacation Bible School
...................... July 15-19
Rally (Renewal)
Sunday ...........September 8
Mission Committee
Annual Parking Lot Sale
Saturday, September 28

Badveli Nerses Message:

Not Mine, But God’s
Continued from page 1
What I am saying to you, mothers and fathers? We need to learn that nothing belongs to
us in this world, nothing.
Let us be cautious. Dedicate your children to God. Otherwise, the world is ready to grab
them. Teach them the Bible. Raise them with Christian principles.
We all face challenges, mothers and fathers, all of us. Where do we go? Hannah went to
God. God answered her by giving her a son. She raised him, and kept her promise to give
him back to God.
Whose is your child: yours or God’s?

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
The Council met on April 23 and covered a number of items related to church life.
The activities are varied and numerous. It was exciting to hear the report shared by the
Goorabian Family Life Center Committee regarding the number of different groups using
the gym and adjoining meeting room. Three days a week, the Homenetmen basketball
teams are practicing through June in preparation for a tournament in July. Once a month,
St Paul’s ACYO girls volleyball team is at the gym practicing in preparation for an upcoming
tournament. In addition, a group of young men play basketball at the gym three days a
week. And of course, Pilgrim’s youth meet in the Family Life Center every Sunday and also
conduct a neighborhood outreach program, Sunday Funday, on the first and third Sundays
of the month. The purpose of the program is to have a safe and fun environment where
children can play. On average, 15-20 children come from around the neighborhood and our
church family to the Goorabian Family Life Center to spend time with our youth.
– By Moderator Cristel Tufenkjian

Harvest Banquet
.....Saturday, October 19
Harvest Festival
....... Sunday, October 27
Thanksgiving Sunday
................ November 24
Congregational
Budget Meeting
......................December
Christmas Worship
Celebration Sunday
.................December 22
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
.. Tuesday, December 24

The Last Supper Message
Thank you to the loving hands that prepared the Lenten
meal honoring the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday.
The quiet meal and vital message was shared with the
Pilgrim family. Mark your calendar to attend – Thursday,
April 9, 2020.

2019 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP
For where your Treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21
The ﬁrst quarter of the year
is over. Actually as I write this
we are ending a third of 2019. It
has been an amazing year at
Pilgrim, God has blessed us
generously. As projects came
up the Board of Trustees
worked diligently to ﬁnd the
best solutions and God came
through each time with the
means to see the projects
through. Our budget is
struggling but gaining a bit of
ground, As of March 31 we
have met 67% of our budgeted
amount. We still have a ways to
go but it is a vast improvement
from 55% as of February 28.
Please continue in your prayers
for His guidance and blessings
for our church. And always,
thank and praise Him with
hands held high for the daily
blessings He pours into each of
our lives and our church.

YOUTH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES

Robert Petrosyan 5/2
Julia Branche 5/6
Elliot Jinkerson 5/8
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During the Easter season I heard a message that was
very straight forward. What Christ did on the cross
brought victory and conquered sin for all of us and either
it’s true or it's not and it’s up to you to decide. And if you
decide to follow Jesus then you’re all in, not part way. We
need to surrender EVERYTHING to Him because it's His to
begin with anyway. It’s hard I know! We give Him parts of
our life but think we can manage other parts quite well
thank you. But the truth is we can't. Unless He’s in charge
of it all it won’t work and we’re only a glimpse of what we
really can be. We can't hold back and yet expect Him to be
there when we’re struggling. We can't hold back and then
blame Him when something goes wrong, or we get hurt,
or we're in pain, or we're grieving. We need to fully
surrender so that when trouble comes we have a true
friend to rely upon. A friend who gave His life so we could
have life and have it fully!
“This is my commandment, that you love one another
as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my
friends if you do what I command you.” – John 15: 12-14
– Prepared by Treasurer Patrice Ruble

Sienna Gunn 5/10
Joseph Petrosyan 5/11
Daniel Olkova 5/19

Happy Belated Birthday to Amelia Israyelyan
whose birthday was in April
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13
•••••
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR PRESCHOOL
THROUGH SIXTH GRADE IS NOW HELD
DURING THE CHURCH HOUR
Come to church with your family at 11:00
Children and Sunday School staff will stay
in church until after the greeting and then
will be dismissed to Sunday School.
•••••
MAY SUNDAY SCHOOL AT PACC
During the month of May in Sunday School
we are going to have our final lesson from
the unit – Jesus is Alive – and study about
Thomas. We then will begin a new unit – Talk
to God – and learn what Jesus taught about how to pray.
•••••
MOTHER’S DAY
On Sunday, May 12 – Mother’s Day
– we will be participating in the worship service. Be sure and be at Sunday
School on SUNDAY, MAY 5 to practice
our part for the Mother’s Day worship
service.

– CHURCH NEWS –

WITH SYMPATHY
Mel Kooyumjian passed away on February 25, 2019.
Parents: Bob and Grace Kooyumjian (both deceased);
survived by his sister Karen Allen.
•••••
Pilgrim Church has a website, www.pilgrimchurch.
com. It now is possible to download or read the
“Progress” online. If you would like to receive the
“Progress” via email, please contact the office at 2292915, or email: office@pilgrimchurch.com.

PALM SUNDAY
CELEBRATION and
EASTER EGG HUNT
The Christian Education Committee
had the pleasure of hosting the
annual Praise the Lord Easter Egg
Hunt and Spring Picnic on Palm
Sunday. Many stayed and enjoyed
the afternoon, which included
hamburgers and hotdogs hot off the
grill, fantastic fresh fruit, homemade
chili by Leonard, and graciously
donated desserts by the Dorcas Guild
and others. The weather was perfect
for volleyball, badminton, bounce
house, ping-pong, face painting, and
more! Whew! Many thanks for your
fellowship and to all who helped
make this event possible.
By Christian Education Chair
Melinda Eritzian
“The church picnic on Palm
Sunday was so much fun with the
bounce house for the kids. The food
was delicious and everyone enjoyed
the fresh fruit. Good job by all who
helped in preparing for this event.”
– Sandy Avakian

PACC children enjoyed the annual “Praise the Lord” Easter Egg Hunt before the
picnic and an afternoon of fun activities.

“Christ the Lord
Is Risen Today…”
EASTER SUNDAY 2019

Pilgrim Youth Trip to Magic Mountain

Save the Date:
July 15-19, 2019 Pilgrim Church
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

CAMP AREV SUMMER
JULY 7-13: Juniors
JULY 14-20: Junior High
JULY 21-27: High School
www.camparev.org
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19

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday
School, Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship-Nominating
Committee
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship- Esraelian
2:00-9:00 p.m. Wedding Rec.

27
Memorial Day, Office
/GFLC Are Closed

Memorial Day
Picnic

6:30 pm Council Meeting,
Overflow
7:00pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

10:00am Women’s Bible Study,
Room 6

8-4:30 pm FUSD, Social Hall
10:00am Women’s Bible Study,
Room 6
7:00pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room
6:30 pm Trustees, Library
7:00 pm Deacons, CE
7:00pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

21

14

7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

7

April 30

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6
6:00 pm Working Women’s
Bible Study, Marie Callender's,
Cedar/Shaw
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

TUESDAY

28

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6 (Summer Break
Starts)
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

1

15

8

4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary

7:30 am-4:30 pm
FUSD/ Early Learning

29

Badveli Nerses Balabanian Is on Vacation

4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary

22

30

23

6:30 pm CE Committee,
Office

16

9

2

24

17

10

3

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

Iron Man GamesYouth/Young Adults,
GFLC
31

7:00 pm Young Couples’
Night,, Overbay’s
Residence

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

PACC Merchants
Luncheon

FRIDAY

4

Event, Social
Hall/Overflow Room

Iron Man GamesYouth/Young
Adults, GFLC

25
8:00-6:00 pm Private

18

11

10:30 am Dorcas Guild
Tabitha Circle, Janigian’s

SATURDAY

May 2019

7:00 pm Home Bible
Study, Lanouette’s

PACC Merchants
Luncheon

THURSDAY

Badveli Kevin Kasper Is on Vacation

12:45 pm Dorcas Guild
Circle, Overflow Room
4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary

4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary

7:00 am Men’s Forum
Executive Board Meeting,
Yosemite Falls
4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary

WEDNESDAY

Badveli Kevin Kasper Is on Vacation

6:00 pm Working Women’s
Bible Study, Marie Callender's,
Cedar/Shaw

20

8-4:30 pm FUSD, Social Hall
10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Executive Board Meeting,
Overflow Room

13

12

Pilgrim’s Progress
Article Due

6

MONDAY

5

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday
School, Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship- Trustees &
Sabiljian
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

11:00 Worship

Mother’s Day

HOLY COMMUNION
Pantry Sunday
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday School,
Sanctuary
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship-Dorcas Guild
1-3 pm Sunday Funday
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

SUNDAY
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