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Praying together Patiently

We have just completed
a sermon series based on
brother James’ letter. There
are many lessons we can learn
from James, and I would like
to emphasize his commitment
to pray and worship. Prayer is
center of James’ teaching. Let
me quote from Hegesippus
of the 2nd Century, an early
church father and historian:
“…and he (James) used
to be found kneeling on his
knees, begging forgiveness for the people – so that the skin
of his knees became horny like that of a camel’s, by reason
of his constantly bending the knee in adoration to God, and
begging forgiveness for the people.”1
The early church remembered James not by his beauty,
his height, or his speech, but by his knees, as hard as a
camel’s. The center of this letter is prayer. Everything else
is around prayer.
Let us read James 5:7-12. He addresses the people who
were persecuted by the rich. He is teaching them to trust
God in dealing with those people. He is teaching to pray patiently, with the right attitude of heart.
1. Be Patient (μακροθυμέω) Makrothymeo (long
suffering)
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the
earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and
the late rains. (James 5:7 ESV)
God has heard your plea. Wait like a farmer. We are in
Fresno, and to this day, farmers know best about waiting.
Some of you in the farming business know it best. Farmers
know and experience that there is season for everything.
Also the farmer knows that there is a time for pruning,
plowing, planting… The farmer sleeps at night, relaxes and
waits patiently for the rain (or no rain at all). James uses the
picture of a farmer because his audience would understand
this very well. James uses an important word for patience.

The word that has been used is
“long-suffering”, having a long
fuse.
2. Wait With The Right Attitude
You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming
of the Lord is at hand. Do not
grumble against one another,
brothers, so that you may not
be judged; behold, the Judge
is standing at the door. (James
5:8-9 ESV)
While you are waiting, please wait with right heart, the
right kind of attitude. If the answer is delayed, relax and
have the right attitude towards God and people. Question:
don’t you get tired of people who always find a reason to
complain? It is not healthy for a church to grumble against
each other. James says you will be judged accordingly.
A famous preacher had a chicken coop in his backyard.
The preacher and his wife sold those eggs. The congregation
always grumbled why their pastor was making a business
with those eggs. Only after the pastor’s death they found
out that the money that the pastor made was totally given
to missionaries. Do not grumble about people. Do not judge
them.
3. Stand Firm, Steadfast (under pressure) (ὑπομένω)
(hypomenō)
As an example of suffering and patience, brothers,
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast.
You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have
seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. (James 5:10-11)
A steadfast character will be a blessing. Hypomone is to
remain under pressure and become stronger day by day.
James mentions the prophets. How true steadfastness is in
the life of the prophets. They remained faithful in serving
God under all kinds of pressure. How about Job? He lost
continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
everything but remained faithful to God.
Another theme that James brings in this
section is that God is steadfast in His mercy
and compassion towards humanity. How true
that is when we read the writings of the prophets of the OT. How many times the Israelites
turned away from God and how God waited
patiently for the return of His people?
4. Be True To Your Word
But above all, my brothers, do not swear,
either by heaven or by earth or by any other
oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no”
1
2

http://www.preteristarchive.com/StudyArchive/h/hegesippus.html
David Roper, Growing slowly Wise p 163
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..........December 22
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Shoeboxes for
operation
Christmas Child
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instructions for
packing a shoe box
will be available
after church every
Sunday in August.
The Sunday School
goal is to donate
135 shoeboxes.
Be a part of the
Samaritan’s Purse
ministry to children
all over the world.

be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation. (James 5:12ESV)
How difficult it is to work or live with people if you doubt that what they say may be
true or false. My dad used to tell me there was
a time in Turkey (Western Armenia) where the
court did not ask Armenian Evangelicals to put
their hands on the Bible to swear to tell the
truth. The court knew that their Yes was Yes,
and their No was No. How accurate (true) is
our word?
David Roper summarized: Patience is a
“humble acceptance of god’s ways while He
works out His will for us.2
As the body of Christ, let us pray together
patiently, and God will act according to His
will. Wait and see. Amen.

CHUrCH NEWS
BirtH ANNoUNCEMENt
Penelope Rose Prince. Born on June 29,
2019
Parents: Kelsey & Stephen Prince;
Grandparents: Barbara & Mike Mazman;
Grandparents: Anne & Tom Boehm;
Grandfather: Vince Prince

BAPtiSM
Samuel Ian Blanks July 7, 2019
Parents: Jeffrey & Kara Blanks
AProNS, AProNS, AProNS!
Several of you (PACC aprons) are missing from
our busy PACC kitchen. Looking forward to
your return soon.
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May the god of hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13
•••••
PACC FAMiliES – SUMMEr 2019
We will not be having Sunday
school during the summer this year
but rather will be worshiping in
church as a Church Family.
Nursery care will continue to be
provided throughout the summer
for our little ones under the age of 4.
•••••
do you enjoy working with children, sharing god’s
Word and having fun at the same time? THEN we
need you to join our team as a Sunday School Teacher!
Please see Cathy Cholakian or call her at 285-5780 if
interested!
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For where your Treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21
We're at the half way mark of 2019!
The graph displays collections of
contributions through June 30, 2019
$
compared to the budgeted amount. At
DEC 31
403,550.
this time we have collected 85% of
NOV 30
contributions budgeted to this date.
OCT 31
JUL
THANK YOU to all who generously
went above and beyond to bring our
SEP 30
JUN 30
percentage up.
AUG 31
MAY 31
It's hot. I stay inside and run to my
JUL 31
vehicle as though there were zombies
outside. We're in the middle of our
JUN 30
$201,775
lovely Fresno summers and… it's hot! $170,577.55
MAY 31
I've learned to be happy for those who
enjoy the warmer weather and get in
APR 30
my car and drive away to somewhere
MAR 31
that brings me joy. So while we're in
FEB 28
the midst of summer what makes you
joyful? What draws you closer to God?
JAN 31
What deepens your relationship with
Jesus? How about….
Listen, really listen to the words of a worship song. Get lost in
praising God for the moment, the entire day and be joyful He's
your Savior! My favorites: God of All My Days by Casting Crowns,
This Is Amazing Grace by Phil Wickham and Build My Life by
Houseﬁres.
Spend time reading His Word and ﬁnd a favorite verse to
highlight, ﬁnd multiple verses to highlight that speak to you about
God's promises and direction that bring joy in knowing how much
He loves you. And don't stop there write it on a post it, use it to
create a work of art, save it as a reminder. Then put it on your
mirror, your computer screen, your wall, in your oﬃce, in your
phone, on your door; anywhere you will see it, remember it and
dwell on the joy it brings. Psalm 100 NIV; Galatians 5:22-23;
Romans 12:12 NIV; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.
Be intentional about following Jesus. Don't just make a check
list of all the ways you need to change because it will please God
or look good. Change your attitude and your heart. Remember
"Your Lifestyle Matters". It's not easy and it will take being faithful
and obedient but make the change in your heart along with your
actions. In fact it should start in our hearts and radiate outward.
By following Jesus' example, our love for Him and others will bring
and spread joy. Give some grace to that co-worker (spouse,
parent, sibling, friend...you get the point) that drives you crazy
sometimes. I guarantee someone is giving you grace too!
Be kind and helpful to one another, tenderhearted
[compassionate, understanding], forgiving one another [readily
and freely], just as God in Christ also forgave you.
Ephesians 4:32
– Prepared by Treasurer Patrice Ruble
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2019 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP
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“WILD” time was had by all during
Vacation Bible School, which took
place July 15-19. Our theme, In the Wild, took
students through ﬁve days of Amazing Encounters
with Jesus (John 20:31) and encouraged them to
Zoom In! and Focus on Jesus! Classes from Pre-K
through 8th grade, including a hugely popular
adult class, were oﬀered. Each evening all
classes came together for the opening rally
where we learned new songs and danced,
watched fun, live skits, saw how God uses
opportunities to change hearts by following the
VBS video storyline, and were introduced to the
children at Emmanuel Church in Beirut, Lebanon
during Missions time. After the opening rally,
children enjoyed rotating through dinner, Beluga
Bay for games, crafts, Bible teaching, and
ﬁnished the evening with a closing rally. We had
an amazing staﬀ consisting of over thirty-ﬁve
volunteers who lovingly served the children and
adults from our congregation and community.
VBS participants raised a whopping $2,000,
which was donated and received by Emmanuel
Church in Lebanon for their ongoing VBS
ministry. Thank you all for the continued
support! We are grateful for the contributions of
time, ﬁnances, and prayers as we seek to spread
the gospel and serve in His name.
– by Melinda Eritzian, Chair, CE Committee
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Fellowship- Rodney/Linda Gavroian
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6:30 pm CE Meeting,
Library

7:00-4:00 pm FUSD,
Social Hall
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Save the Date: PACC Rally Sunday Is On September 8
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