
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN

It is the new year! Happy New Year to all. Another year passed 
with God’s promises embracing us. Amen. Some of you may 
be rejoicing with His promises. Some are disappointed that His 
promises were not fulfilled as they wanted them to be.

I don’t know how you feel about it, but during the holidays, I 
saw the movie “Home Alone” one more time. Kevin, the youngest 
child, was left behind and forgotten as his family went on vacation. 
He was a forgotten child. Do you feel that way that God forgot 
you? Do you think His promises are not for you? Do you find too 
many wicked people doing better than you financially, socially or 
in any way? 

You are not alone. King David wrote this Psalm thousands of 
years ago and felt the same way.

Fret not yourself because of evildoers; be not envious of 
wrongdoers! For they will soon fade like the grass and wither 
like the green herb. 

Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and 
befriend faithfulness. Delight yourself in the LORD, and he 
will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will 
act. He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and 
your justice as the noonday. 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; fret not 
yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man 
who carries out evil devices! (Psalm 37:1-7 ESV)

1. Do Not Fret
The phrase “do not fret” (do not be hot, furious, burning, 

angry, kindled) appears three times in this psalm. We get angry 
when we see unjust things happen, when we see wicked people 
killing, stealing, bullying, making war, causing the refugee crisis…
you name it… “We must not let the seeming prosperity of the 
‘wicked’ and ‘those who do wrong’ undermine our trust in the 
just character and sovereign power of Yahweh.1 

We get drained when we are angry. I will ask you to look back 
and see if there is any anger from the past year that you are 
carrying with you into the New Year. Maybe you are not grateful 
at all for anything. Maybe you are a complainer about anything. 
Maybe you are angry that God delayed His promises to you. You 
know your life.

Let me return to our psalm. David writes, “Do not fret.” Those 
who think they are successful people will wither and pass away: 
For they will soon fade like the grass and wither like the green 
herb. The image that people are like grass and will wither has 
often been used in the Bible. It is a good image to remind us how 
fragile life is. 

Instead…

2. Trust in the Lord and do good
Following the negative verse, David directs the hearers to three 

positive imperatives: trust, dwell, and delight.
Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend 

faithfulness. Delight yourself in the LORD.
Do you see? Anger turns into passionate commitment.
Going back to “Home Alone,” Kevin thought that all people 

who made him mad disappeared, which meant, life would be 
much easier. I don’t think so; his problems had just started… God 
is leading David to write and compose a psalm where the psalmist 
is learning despite all the anger and disappointments to trust, 
dwell and delight in God.

Real faith always includes obedience and obedience includes 
doing the “good” things God commands. That is why trusting 
God and doing good cannot be separated. We do not know what 
surprises are waiting for us in 2018. We are just trusting God, 
obeying His commandments, walking in His path and delighting 
in the Him.

Therefore:
3. Be Still…

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for Him.
Dallas Willard says: “You must ruthlessly eliminate hurry from 

your life, for hurry is the great enemy of spiritual life in our 
world today.”

Be still… I searched the meaning in Hebrew: Damam, which 
means: to be silent, be still, wait, be dumb, grow dumb.

A tough thing to do. Some are always in a rush and complaining 
about everything. 

As I look back to my life in 2017, I see how God brought me 
here to PACC to serve you. I am learning to be still and wait for the 
Lord. As I was waiting for the Lord, I saw a note from a child who 
attends Sunday Funday, which is our youth outreach ministry to 
our neighbors. Here is this child’s 
letter:

“Dear Sunday Funday people, 
thank you for having us at your 
church and teaching us a lot about 
God. I like going there because I feel 
like you guys care about us and I can 
always feel like God us there next to 
me. Merry Christmas.”

Happy New Year! 2018 is here, this 
means God will be with us, molding 
us, teaching us and helping us to live 
Christ-centered lives. 

January 2018 Pastor Nerses Balabanian
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Be Still Before God
Psalm 37:1-11

1 Wilson, Gearld, The NIV Application Commentary, p 603



COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
By Moderator Cristel Tufenkjian

The Council did not meet in December. 
However important church business was 
conducted at the annual congregational 
budget meeting on December 10. Before 
the budget was discussed, Badveli Nerses 
presented the idea of having a mission 
statement for Pilgrim that would be the 
underpinning for the programs and financial 
investments represented in the budget. 
Badveli Nerses worked with Pilgrim’s 
leadership to draft the following mission 
statement to be discussed and considered 
for adoption at a later date. “As a Christ-
centered Armenian Evangelical Church, 
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church 
exists to proclaim the Good News (gospel) 
of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior through 
worship, evangelism, service, spiritual 
nourishment, and fellowship – with a special 
focus on the spiritual and physical needs of 
our people. Secondarily, we focus on the 
preservation of our Armenian heritage.” 

From there, Board of Trustees Chair Alex 
Jaramishian presided over the discussion 
as members brought up concerns and 
questions they had on various aspects 
of the budget. Once the discussion was 
concluded, a ballot vote was taken. As 
the tellers counted the ballots, Badveli 
Nerses led those present in singing the 
hymn, “What a Friend we have in Jesus,” 
ending with a jazz interlude much to the 
delight of everyone. The final count was an 
overwhelming approval of the 2018 budget 
in the amount of $453,571. 

As moderator, I shared at the beginning 
of the budget meeting three goals I gave 
myself during my term as moderator: help 
support the growth of our young families 
program, work on the adoption of the 
bylaws amendments, and improve the 
financial health of the church. For this last 
goal, it starts with a responsible budget, 
which the Board of Trustees prepared and 
the congregation approved. In 2018, it is on 
each of us to give as we are able in tithes 
to support Pilgrim’s staff and programs, so 
we can be faithful in proclaiming the gospel 
and caring for the spiritual and physical 
needs of our members and the community 
in which we live. 

FEBRUARY 11 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
A special congregational meeting will be held February 11, 2018 

following morning worship for the purpose of approving amend-
ments to the bylaws and other items that may pertain to the well-be-
ing of Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church facilities and its min-
istry.

• • • • •
PRAYER CHAIN. For prayer, call Sheri Manoogian at 412-4241 or Helen  

Sadoian at 439-3443. If you would like to be added to our prayer list, please 
call the church office, 229-2915.

PILGRIM CHURCH COUNSELORS. If you have any concerns and/or 
affirmations, please speak with or call any of our counselors, Carol Forrest 
431-2530, Alex or Sonia Jemanjian 579-8389, and Joe and Johnanna 
Soghomonian 834-3150.

VISA AND/OR MASTERCARD – giving is available in the church office. 
We also have a Square Card Reader, which gives us the capability of 
charging to the church using a smart phone. 

RECIPE BOOK REQUEST – Pilgrim church office has been getting 
requests for, “A Harvest of Recipes” cookbook dated 1901-2001, burgundy 
in color. If you would like to donate your copy to the church office it would 
be appreciated.

• • • • • •
Pilgrim Church has a website, www.pilgrimchurch.com. It now is possible 
to download or read the “Progress” online. If you would like to receive 
the “Progress” via email, please contact the office at 229-2915, or email: 
office@pilgrimchurch.com.

Saturday, January 27, 2018 at 6:00 pm
Pardini’s 

2257 West Shaw Avenue

Guest Speaker Dr. Victor Davis Hanson
Martin and Illie Anderson Senior Fellow in Residence in Classics and Military 

History Hoover Institution, Stanford University and a professor of Classics 
Emeritus California State University, Fresno 

Topic: Armenian Immigration to the Central Valley in the late 1800s
$75/person • Sponsorship Tables Available

For additional information, contact Houry at the church office 559-229-2915.



If you are unable to serve on your assigned Sunday, please find 
a replacement and contact Cristel Tufenkjian by Wednesday at 
noon prior to the Sunday you are scheduled.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
MORNING SCHEDULE

10:00-11:00: Middle school and High 
school; Middle School meet in Library;  
High school meet in Family Life Center
10:30-11:30: Toddlers through 5th 
graders; all students start in Room 6 for

a Bible lesson before going to stations
11:00: Worship begins/nursery care available for toddlers 
and preschoolers
11:30-12:00: Enrichment Preschool through 6th Grade

HAPPY BIRTHDAY… to these individuals 
who have a birthday in January:

YOUTH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
ACTIVITIES

• • • • •

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him,  so that you may overflow 

with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
– Romans 15:13

AcOLYTe ScHeDuLe JANuARY - FeBRuARY
 Armenian Christmas 
 Full processional
 1/7/2018 1/14/2018 1/21/2018 1/28/2018
Stolebearer Kayla S. Farrah V. Christian T. Michael M.
Crossbearer Amine Remy Arman Armine
Candlelighter Caleb Lexah Juliette Nadia
Candlelighter Alen Victoria Emma Julia

 2/4/2018 2/11/2018 2/18/2018 2/25/2018
Stolebearer Max G. Kayla S. Farrah V. Christian T.
Crossbearer Remy Arman Armine Remy
Candlelighter Emma Caleb Lexah Juliette
Candlelighter Katelynn Alen Victoria Emma

• • • • •

 Kyse Dorough 1/2
Alyssa Mosesian 1/8
Max Gulesserian 1/26

Wise Men and Waffles – Sunday January 7
Sunday School resumes and we continue to celebrate Je-
sus’ birth and Armenian Christmas. Join us at 10:00 for a 
Waffle Breakfast and Sunday School. Parents are invited.

• • • • •

The Evangel 
Home 
experience

On Wednesday 
December 13, 2017 
the Men’s Forum and 
PACC friends prepared 
a fabulous Christmas 

ham dinner for 
the guests at the 
Evangel Home in 
Fresno.  Target gift 
cards were given 
to 37 children and 
Santa arrived to 
the overwhelming 
delight of the 
children.  Pastor 
Nerses played 
his accordion 
and led us in 
singing wonderful 
Christmas carols.  

This event has 
become a yearly 
activity for the 
Men’s Forum for 
a number of years 
now, and the 
success has been 
due in part to the 
loving generosity 
of many of PACC’s 
parishioners.  

With Jesus’ blessings 
we hope to continue 
sharing God’s love for 
many more years to 
come. 

– Jerry Janigian, 
President 

Mens Forum



Christm
as Celebration 2017

Simonian Farms: Dennis & Bonnie Simonian
Pilgrim Church is again grateful to you
for the donation of our Christmas tree.

Thank You!
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SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2018 

 10am
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

WORSHIP SERVICE
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church 

229-2915
SAVE THE DATE: Thursday, April 12, 2018

THIRD
ANNUAL

GO CARTS &
MINI BIKES

Christmas Caroling & Sharing with Our NeighborsChristmas Caroling & Sharing with Our Neighbors

MINI BIKES

Christmas Caroling & Sharing with Our NeighborsChristmas Caroling & Sharing with Our NeighborsChristmas Caroling & Sharing with Our NeighborsChristmas Caroling & Sharing with Our Neighbors
As a tradition during the holiday season, the PACC 

youth group travels around Fresno to sing Christmas 
carols to people and members of the church that are 
unable to leave their homes.  We carol not only to serve 
the people of our community, but simply to see the joy 
that it brings among them and their families.  This joy 
makes God’s presence and work within the people 
around us apparent.  As a member of the youth group, I 
have caroled to these people and church members for a 
few years now and have definitely noticed the impact it 
has on them.  I can surely say that singing to and with 
them brings light even to my holiday season.  The way 
that their faces gleam with joy and they sing or clap along 
with us, to me, is the best part because it shows how they 

ecstatically rejoice in the birth of the Lord!  Many of the 
recipients even look forward to the youth group’s arrival!  
Every year, it just so happens that my group is assigned to 
a home where the occupant of the home joyously says 
something to the effect of, “We were waiting and were so 
excited for you to come sing to us!”  Just that statement 
shows to our youth group how much of an imprint such a 
simple act leaves on the hearts of the recipients whether 
they had received caroling in previous years or it was 
their first time welcoming us to travel to them and sing.  
In other words, the PACC youth group caroling tradition 
to the homes of people of the church brings light to its 
recipients and carolers, and shows the wonderful ways 
that God works in our community!   – Ariana Garabedian



MINISTERS
THE CONGREGATION

MINISTRY STAFF
Senior Pastor, Rev  Nerses 
Balabanian
Associate Pastor of Youth, Rev 
Kevin Kasper

YOUTH MINISTRY VOLUN-
TEERS
Alexander Jaramishian 
Jason Davis
Claire Jaramishian

MUSIC STAFF
Director of Music, Oscar Luna
Organist, Faye DeLong

SUPPORT STAFF
Church Secretary, Houry Sabil-
jian 
Part-Time Custodian, Joe 
Fischer 
Wedding Coordinator, Sandy 
Avakian

CHURCH COUNCIL
Moderator,  Cristel Tufenkjian
Vice Moderator, Ed Saliba
Scribe, Sue Moosoolian
Treasurer, Patrice Ruble

cOuNSeLORS-AT-LARGe
Carol Forrest
Alex Jemanjian/Sonia Jeman-
jian
Joe Soghomonian/ 
    Johnanna Soghomonian

BOARD OF DEACONS
Chair, Pete Moosoolian

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chair, Alex Jaramishian

BY-LAWS cOMMITTee
Chair, Joy Torigian

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Chair, Dale Overbay, Sr.
Sunday School Superintendent, 
   Cathy Cholakian

DORCAS GUILD
President, Dianne Kassabian

FLC COMMITTEE
Chair,  John Tufenkjian

MEN’S FORUM
President, Jerry Janigian

MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Chair, Doreen Fischer

MUSIC COMMITTEE
Chair, Vacant

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Chair, John Eleazarian
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BASS LAKE CHURCH RETREAT

SATURDAYFEB. 17 - MONDAY FEB. 19 . 2018

Join us for this annual retreat – enjoy fishing, boating, hiking, board games, 
sledding/snowball fights (if we can find snow), good food,
good friends with small groups and speaking engagements.

All ages are welcome and encouraged to attend.
For more information, contact Alexander Jaramishian, 559-273-0826.

To reserve a room, contact The Pines Resort, 800-350-7463.
 – For special room pricing, be sure to mention:

Pilgrim Armenian Congregation Church – 
Lodging cost: 2-queen bed chalet, $119/night; 1-king bed chalet, 

$109/night; Registration cost: $75/person (includes all meals)
Speaker: Steve M.




