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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN

Blogspot: Church and State
Dear PACC friends, two weeks ago on Sunday morning I was
surprised by the visit of a couple whom I had met four years ago
at the Calvary Armenian Congregational Church (CACC) in San
Francisco. Every week this couple, Mr. and Mrs. Dean & Mindy
Anderson “write about a visiting a church in whatever place” they
happen to find themselves. They have been to at least one church in
every single state in the US! You can find their blog http://
deanandmindygotochurch.blogspot.com.
I thought it would be really interesting for all of you to
read the perspective of those visitors about our church
and their impressions of the time they spent with us.
•••••
“Sorry to interrupt you,” Paula said. “You can take
pictures of whatever you like.” I had been taking photos in
the lobby at Pilgrim Armenian Church, and Paula wanted
to introduce herself because she saw I was a visitor. I was
happy to have photographic reassurance because plenty
of people seem to think taking pictures in a sanctuary is
the equivalent of making graven images to be worshiped.
Or maybe stealing souls, I don’t know.
Instead of scolding us, Paula was one of many who
made us welcome on our visit. It’s nice when we’re actually
invited to a church; usually we find churches through
internet sleuthing. We had intended to visit this church
earlier, when we’d planned on doing a month of Armenian
churches (Fresno has a large Armenian population). We’d
been especially excited about visiting the church
because we had visited the San Francisco church
pastored by Nerses Balabanian in 2015. But Mindy
got confused on her direction the one Sunday we’d
tried to go, and we found ourselves at another
Armenian church by mistake.
We’d still intended to visit Pilgrim, but our work
schedules kept getting in the way. Mindy often had
to be at work at Macy’s at 10:45 am, before Pilgrim’s
worship service began. I was usually working hotel
night audit starting from 11:00 pm Saturday to 7:00
am Sunday, and I had a hard time staying awake
longer than the 8:00 am, at most a 9:00 am service.
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But as we were
finishing up our jobs in
anticipation of moving
out of the Fresno area,
we received an
email for Pastor
Balabanian’s wife,
Sevan.
Sevan wrote that
she had come
across our blog.
After twelve years
at Calvary Armenian
Congregational
Church, they had
come to Fresno
just eight months
ago. She invited us
to visit their new church, and suddenly a visit
to PACC shot up even higher on our priority
list.
So on Sunday, we entered the sanctuary
and sat as far back as we could (some of
the back rows were roped off). We noticed
teenagers wearing blue t-shirts, first almost
a whole row of girls, then some boys sitting
behind them. The organist played “What a Friend We
Have in Jesus” using the chimes. Posted on the screen
was the morning’s sermon title, “The Power of the Quiet
Testimony.” We soon learned that Pastor Balabanian took
quiet quite seriously.
As the organist finished playing, Pastor Balabanian stood
before the congregation and gave a kindly reprimand. “I ask
you to sit quietly and listen to the music. The organ prelude
is not the time to fellowship, it is time to put things out of
mind. Music is not for entertainment, but for worship.”
This subject has been an ongoing conversation for Mindy

and me (but not in sanctuaries just before the worship
services). Is it better for a church if people are silent and
meditative prior to worship or is it better if there is lively
conversation and laughter? We go back and forth on this,
but Pastor Balabanian argued that fellowship, conversation,
laughter, and hugs were all good things, but for another
time and place on the property.
He then greeted the congregation with a joyous, “Good
morning, I love you all!” People responded with return proclamations of love. “I always love to start with the Word of God,”
he added, leading into a responsive reading from Psalm 39.
(The Scripture was projected on the screen in English and
Armenian, though only the English was
read aloud. The same was true of the song
lyrics.)
One of the worship songs was Amazing
Grace sung to the tune of House of the
Rising Sun. It brought back my days as a
student and a leader in Young Life. After
the service I thanked Kevin Kasper, the
associate pastor and worship leader, for
using it. He told me he’d appreciated a
version of the song performed by the
Blind Boys of Alabama, and one of the
founding members of the group, Clarence
Fountain, had died just days before. (Don’t
quote me on this, but I’m pretty sure none of
the Blind Boys are Armenian.)
We were happy to be there for a rather
special day in the life of the church (though
Pastor Balabanian
said all Sundays are
special). They were
commissiong two
missions teams. The
teens we noticed
in the blue t-shirts
were leaving the
next morning for
Houston,
Texas,
where they’d be
doing construction
work. Later in the
month, a team of
adults would leave for Armenia.
The morning’s visitors included a group of women from
Light-House Recovery Program, which aids women battling
problems with addiction. During the sermon, Pastor
Balabanian asked questions expecting a response from the
congregation, and the women were frequent responders.
People also introduced friends they’d invited to church, but
we retained our anonymity.
The sermon was part of a series on I Thessalonians 4: 9-12
where Paul wrote, “aspire to live quietly.” Pastor Balabanian
Continued on next page
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pointed out that this seems like
an oxymoron to us, because we
associate aspiration with grand
things, not quiet. After all, “This is
the United States of America, we are
not silent!” Paul also wrote in this
passage to “mind your own affairs,”
which Pastor Balabanian said was
not a natural thing for Armenians.
Paul also wrote to “work with your
own hands,” to use your gifts. Pastor
Balabanian pointed out, “Whatever
is given to you is not for you, but for
you to give to others.”
At the conclusion of the service,
Pastor Balabanian asked members to
stay for the congregational meeting
rather than go to the fellowship hall
for refreshments. We decided to try
to find Sevan, and when we did, she
greeted us warmly and introduced
us to her husband (who gave us
both warm hugs). He needed to go
to the meeting, so we went to the
fellowship hall with Sevan.
We’ve learned to expect food at
Armenian churches, and we were not
disappointed. Though there wasn’t
any traditional Armenian food (unless
you count the sandwich rollups), we
enjoyed apricots, watermelon, kettle
corn, and two cakes – one honoring
the Texas missions team and the other honoring the Armenian missions
team. We sat down at a table with a
couple who had attended the church
for years (even when services were
conducted in Armenian, though they
don’t speak the language.)
Armenians have a rich and vibrant
tradition in the Fresno area, and
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational
Church is certainly a part of that
tradition, but we were happy that
this place celebrates Jesus more
than their heritage.
For the original blogspot post,
please visit: http://deanandmindy
gotochurch.blogspot.com/2018/06/
we-finally-go-to-church-on-purpose.
html

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
By Moderator Cristel Tufenkjian
June 26 was the last meeting for the current Council as we transition into
new leadership. At the Annual Meeting on June 10, church members voted
in a new slate of officers. Some are returning members to the Council and
others are new. All bring their talents and spiritual gifts to our committees and
boards. Two members leaving the Council this year are Board of Trustees Chair
Alex Jaramishian and Board of Deacons Chair Pete Moosoolian. I would like
to thank them for their incredible service to the church. Each have devoted
a tremendous amount of their time toward caring for our campus and our
church families. They have set good examples for all of us who will be serving
in the upcoming term. Their insight and light-hearted humor will be missed at
our meetings. To close out this term, there was plenty of discussion at the last
Council meeting but business was light. The Council will take a break in July and
regroup in August.

2018 Annual Giving Recap
For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21

394,811.04

$

DEC 31

Shown is our total contribution income budget
NOV 30
NOV 30
required for the year, 5/12ths of that budget
OCT 31
OCT 31
required through May and where our contributions
SEP 30
SEP 30
actually are as of May 31, 2018. We have only met
71% of our budget as of this report. Our short fall is
AUG 31
AUG 31
$48,815.63 through May. Summer is here, many of
JUL 31
JUL 31
you will be traveling for vacations, visiting family and
friends or just getting away from the heat. Please JUN 30AY 31
JUN 30
remember to keep up your monthly giving even if $164,504.60
MAY 31
you are away. You can mail in a check or contact the
APR 30
oﬃce to make a credit card payment by phone. $
115,688.97
Thank you in advance!
MAR 31
PS: Don't forget Pilgrim VBS is the last week of July.
FEB 28
It's a great opportunity for you to be a part of sharing
JAN 31
God's word with His children. It's also a great opportunity to welcome new people (little ones and big
ones) to Pilgrim. If you want the church ﬁlled then be
a part of ﬁlling it up. As a wise and loving Badveli
instructs us "get out of the boat" and spread His love, joy, peace and most of all
His word! YOU are Pilgrim Armenian Church, welcome our neighbors, people
new to Fresno or invite your friends to be a part of a Christ loving community at
PACC. God gave you unique gifts to advance his Kingdom. Contact the church
oﬃce to sign up now.
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”
– Matthew 28:18-20

YOUTH AND SUNDAY
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

•••••
HAPPY BIRTHDAY… to
these individuals who have
a birthday in July:
Andrew Branche Jr. 7/12
Hakop Petrosyan 7/14
Remy Janigian 7/15
Olivia Branch 7/17

May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace as you trust in him, so
that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
– Romans 15:13
•••••
SUNDAY SCHOOL
FOR SUMMER 2018
We will not be
having Sunday school
during the summer
this year but rather
will be worshiping in
church as a Church
Family. Nursery Care will continue to be
provided throughout the summer for our
little ones under the age of 5.
•••••
SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONS:
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Do you like to do artwork
or create posters?
If so, please see Teacher Cathy on Sunday, July 8, after church to get a packet
of materials to make a poster for our Operation Christmas Child Christmas in July
project.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS
Child – 2018
CHRISTMAS IN JULY, SUNDAY JULY 22
July 22 begins our annual Sunday
School Missions Operation Christmas
Child campaign. Be sure and pick up a
shoe box and instructions after church.
Please help us reach our goal of donating
125 shoe boxes this year!

As kids get ready for the big game,
they will learn that the goal
is not competing in their own strength
because God has already
equipped them with everything they need!
The excitement begins:

Monday, July 23Friday, July 27
5:00pm to 8:30pm
Dinner provided
Potty-trained 3-year-olds to 6th grade
and adult classes
2018 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church
3673 N. First St., Fresno 93726
Call for details: Barbara (559) 906-5112
or email: BarbaraVBS2018@comcast.net

hhhhhhhhhhhh

Memorial Day Picnic with
First Armenian Presbyterian Church: May 28

Happy Father’s Day 2018: June 17

2018-2019 Officer installation: June 10

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2018: Devastation never looks the same
from afar as it does up close. We knew that the area of Huston
we would be serving (Bear Creek) had been the second hardest hit by Hurricane Harvey. What was unexpected was how
that devastation affected the people. As we served we got to
hear their stories – stories of having to drive hours each day
to get to work, and then drive those same hours to get back to
a place that wasn’t home, stories of water sitting in the home
5-to 8-feet deep for more than a week, people abandoning
their homes because they couldn’t afford to make the repairs
needed, or living in a camper for the past nine months. Thanks
was written in the eyes of the residents whose tears spoke the
words they couldn’t, and it was just because in Jesus name, we
came to help.
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For more information & registration
call 818.507.0922 or visit www.camparev.org

Dates

Juniors (3rd-5th grades) July 8-14
Junior High (6th-8th grades) July 15-21
High School (9th-12 grades) July 22-28
College & Career September 14-16

Closing Ceremonies and Kebab Picnic

Saturday 11-4pm
(Parents plan to pick up campers after picnic)

MINISTERS
THE CONGREGATION
MINISTRY STAFF
Senior Pastor,
Rev Nerses Balabanian
Associate Pastor,
Rev Kevin Kasper
YOUTH MINISTRY
VOLUNTEERS
Alexander Jaramishian
Jason Davis
Claire Jaramishian
MUSIC STAFF
Director of Music, Oscar Luna
Organist, Faye DeLong
SUPPORT STAFF
Church Secretary,
Houry Sabiljian
Part-Time Custodian,
Joe Fischer
Wedding Planner,
Sandy Avakian
CHURCH COUNCIL
Moderator, Cristel Tufenkjian
Vice Moderator, Ed Saliba
Scribe, Sue Moosoolian
Treasurer, Patrice Ruble

COuNselOrs-at-large
Carol Forrest
Alex Jemanjian/
Sonia Jemanjian
Joe Soghomonian/
Johnanna Soghomonian
BOARD OF DEACONS
Chair, Pete Moosoolian
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chair, Alex Jaramishian
BY-laWs COMMittee
Chair, Joy Torigian
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Chair, Dale Overbay, Sr.
Sunday School Superintendent,
Cathy Cholakian
DORCAS GUILD
President, Dianne Kassabian
FLC COMMITTEE
Chair, John Tufenkjian
MEN’S FORUM
President, Jerry Janigian
MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Chair, Doreen Fischer
MUSIC COMMITTEE
Chair, Vacant
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Chair, John Eleazarian

