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Colossians 2:6-7
Rally Sunday. This is how Rally is defined in the dictionary:
1. to come together again to renew an effort
2. to join in a common cause 1
There is common goal in our church that brings us together:
“As a Christ-centered Armenian Evangelical Church, Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church exists to proclaim
the Good News (gospel) of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
through worship, evangelism, service, spiritual nourishment, and fellowship – with a special focus on the spiritual and physical needs of our people. We also focus on the
preservation of our Armenian heritage.”
This year our main theme is: Connected with God and
Each Other. How? How can be connected continually with
God, so that as a result we learn to be connected to each
other. How can I be plug in?
Here is Colossians 2:6-7.
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing
with thankfulness.” (Colossians 2:6-7NIV)
WaLking in Him
Paul is reminding the Colossians that they have received
the most important news that Jesus Christ is LORD. They
believe that Jesus (the humanity of Jesus) Christ (the divinity of Jesus) is the Son of God and Savior. (The fish sign

that the early Christians used stands for the word ICHTUS
meaning fish in Greek which is an acronym).2
Paul says: “continue to live in him” (NIV) or “walk in
Him” (ESV). The original Greek word means: “to make
one’s way, progress; to make due use of opportunities”3.
In other words, “continue walking around him to grow.”
Then Paul draws a picture of growth. growth happens
when we are connected. growth happens when the plant
is rooted and connected.
Connected:
Grow
downward
Connected:
grow
upward
Connected:
Grow
inward
Connected:
grow
outward
1. Connected: grow downward by being “rooted”
Being rooted means “to cause to strike root, to strengthen with roots, to render firm, to fix, establish, cause a person or a thing to be thoroughly grounded.”4
It is a metaphor used in agriculture in the past and today. As a child, whenever I collected unwanted weeds from
the ground, my dad used to tell me I should pick them up
from their roots, otherwise, they would grow again. Once
the plant is rooted, nothing can stop it thing growing. I like
the imagery “thoroughly grounded.”
2. Connected: grow upward by being “built up”
We like to build. Our building, the church building is beautiful. Building up happens upwards, when we put stones on
top of each other. Jesus loved this metaphor, yet he asked
us to be the building, not made of stone, but each of us
as a stone and Christ as the cornerstone. How does PACC

continued on page 3
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RaLLy SunDay ReCaP

We “Connected with God and Each
Other” during the annual Rally Sunday
event which took place on September
9th. By definition, ‘rally’ is the coming
together or renewal of an effort. More
than two hundred of us did just that.
We began the morning with worship,
preaching, and communion, including
the return of the choir, praise band,
and a full orchestra to boot. Adult and
elementary Sunday school kicked off
their first classes of the year.
What better way to fellowship than
with food and some fun? The deacons, in their usual hospitable style,
blessed us by preparing and serving
a yummy barbecue with hamburgers,
hotdogs, and chili, including all the fixings. Thank you deacons! The children
undoubtedly enjoyed creating slime
concoctions, face painting, bouncing,
and the giant water slide.
Ultimately, as a congregation, we
were encouraged to ‘plug in.’ We were
able to do so by visiting the various
tables that represented the different
ministries at PACC. It was encouraging to see how many possibilities
there are to ‘plug in.’ Ministries represented: Sunday School, (adult & elementary), Bible Study, (young adult,
home, women’s, men’s), Youth, Young
Couples, Dorcas Guild, Men’s Forum,
Church Choir, Family Life Center, Missions. It was a unique way to gain information and sign up for fellowship in
an effort to stay continually connected to our Lord and to each other. The
CE Committee extends our sincerest
thanks to all who helped prepare, donate, and serve.
CE Committee Chair,
Melinda Eritzian

RALLY SUNDAY • September 9, 2018

There is still time to join in a group or study, call the church office
to confirm the next gathering… get connected!

Badveli Nerses Message:
Connected With God
& Each Other
Continued from page 1

grow upward? It does by edifying the body
of Christ.
3. Connected: grow inward “strengthened in the faith”
“strengthened (established) in the faith
as you were taught.”
What do you think strengthens your
faith? The discipline of prayer, the discipline
of spending time in His Word, the discipline
of giving, going on missions, inviting people
to church, trusting God in difficult life circumstances, being around other believers,
giving testimony for what God has done in
your life…. Living in faith will strengthen our
faith. Are you a student/disciple of Christ?
A student is a constant learner. We need to
learn, study, go deeper, have solid food and
not just milk. I will keep saying, “Plug in.” I
know you will be tired of hearing this, but
you see I am your pastor and I am responsible for your spiritual health.
4. Connected: grow outward as you
“overflow with thankfulness”
Walking in Christ brought us here, having
thankful hearts, an inner contentment that
only God can give us. That joy will be burst
out of us, overflow from us like living water.
We will grow outward. Yes, having a grateful heart will reach out and touch someone.
I said once to you about word Shnoragal
yem, in Armenian; it means: “i have received
Grace.” The more we understand grace, the
more gratitude we will have and grace will
overflow from us.
Connected: grow downward by being “
rooted”
Connected: grow upward by being “built
up”
Connected: Grow inward in faith
“strengthened in the faith”
Connected: grow outward as you “overflow with
thankfulness” 5
____________
1 https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/rally
2. Iēsous (Ἰησοῦς) Jesus, Christos (Χριστός) anoited,
Theou (Θεου) God’s, (h)yios (Υἱός) Son , sōtēr (Σωτήρ) Savior.
3. Greek lexicon
4. ibid
5 Deepening Your Roots, Sermon shared by Brian Bill, SermonsCentral.com

COunCiL aCtivitieS
By Moderator Cristel Tufenkjian
The September Council agenda was light on business, so we used the time
to brainstorm on ways to improve our ministries. Christian Ed Committee
Chair Melinda Eritzian shared the desire of PACC’s Sunday School teachers
and leaders to help our children grow spiritually. Pilgrim is blessed to have
members of our church family who genuinely care for our children. My children
are Pilgrim raised, and I am thankful for all of the teachers and youth pastor
who taught them, prayed for them, and loved them over the years. If your
children do not regularly attend Sunday School, prayerfully consider bringing
them and laying that foundational faith that will carry them through life. The
Council did take action on one item approving the 2019 Calendar of Events,
which lists the dates of church events planned for 2019. The last big event
for 2018 is the Harvest Banquet at the end of October. This is always a special
gathering with warm fellowship and a time to reflect on God’s blessings for the
year. You will not want to miss coming to this traditional occasion.

2018 Annual Giving Recap

For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21
Shown is our total contribution income $394,811.04
DEC 31
budget required for the year, 8/12ths of that
NOV 30
NOV 30
budget required through August and where
OCT 31
OCT 31
our contributions actually are as of August
31, 2018. We have only met less than 69% of
SEP 30
SEP 30
our budgeted amount at this time. Our short $
AUG 31
263,207.36
fall is $82,086.39 through August.
JUL 31
JUL
We are currently struggling ﬁnancially to
keep our facility and operation running for
JUN 30
JUN 30
God's glory. The Board of Trustees is diligent $181,120.97
MAY 31
MAY 31
in keeping costs at or more commonly under
APR 30
budget. We need the help of the congregation to keep our income on budget. Please
MAR 31
pray as you are led for our church home.
FEB 28
I've recently been thinking about the
Doxology. I've known how to sing it for so
JAN 31
long I don't even remember when I learned
it. The words come but I don't know if I hear
them. One Sunday in church the ﬁrst line really hit me; Praise God from
whom ALL Blessings ﬂow. ALL blessings not just a few or the ones we
credit Him with but all of them. My life is blessed because of Him,
nothing to do with anything I do. So every time life is awesome praise
Him. Every time you wake up and have a home, car, job, retirement,
vacation, family praise Him. Every time you struggle, hurt, fear or are ill
praise Him that He carries you through the diﬃculty. Praise Him with
song, prayer, love and your hands held high to Him.
Prepared By Treasurer Patrice Ruble

•••••

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Jaxon moushegh Sahatdjian and axyl William Sahatdjian born
September 25, 2018, Parents: Matthew & Cindy Sahatdjian;
Grandparents: William & Christine Sahatdjian and Moushegh & Zepur
Geuvjehizian

Sister Churches Luncheon

“Sunflowers in September”
Saturday, September 22, 2018

men’S fORum

Greetings PACC family. Your Men’s Forum has been busy behind the scenes all Summer at PACC and would like to let you in
on our exciting plans for the Fall. We will be serving at the Sister
Church Luncheon Saturday September 22. On Wednesday October 17th, the St. Paul Men’s Forum has invited PACC’s Men’s Forum
to a Lamb Shank dinner. Being appreciative invitees, we accepted
and need PACC Men’s Forum members or soon to join members
let our PACC office know of your desire to attend. Deadline to reserve and pay is October 12.
On October 20, PACC will hold it’s annual Harvest Banquet
which many members of your Men’s Forum will be playing major
roles to assure its success.
Our annual breakfast that all Dorcas Guild members are invited
as our guest will be held at 9am Saturday, November 3. We will
have a great guest speaker and a delicious breakfast. The cost to
all except the Dorcas is $10.00. All church attendees are welcome
to attend, but we need to know how many to prepare for. So, if
you plan to attend, please call the church office by October 31
with you reservations.
Future plans are to tour the Fresno County Historical Museum
which has a great display of the Armenian history in Fresno County. Also planned for the balance of this year is two dinners for the
Evangel Home. Thanksgiving and Christmas. We would love to
have you join our membership and be an active member in our
service to our church. Looking forward to seeing you on Sundays.
– Jerry janigian, President for one more month

yOutH anD SunDay
SCHOOL aCtivitieS

•••••
HaPPy BiRtHDay… to these
individuals who have a birthday
in September:
Reese Der Manouel 10/12
Matthew Jinkerson 10/13
Aviana Houk 10/18

May the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
– Romans 15:13
•••••
SunDay SCHOOL CLaSS
time…
for
Preschool
through Sixth Grade
is
NOW held during the church
hour. Come to church
with your family at 11:00.
Children and Sunday school
Staff will stay in church until
after the Greeting and then
will be dismissed to Sunday School.
•••••
Our Unit theme for October is
Loving my family and we are going
to be learning about Jacob and Esau;
Moses; Ruth, Boaz and Obed.
•••••
WanteD!
Do you enjoy working
with children, sharing God’s
word and having fun at
the same time? THEN, we
need you to join our Sunday
School Teacher Team! Please
contact Cathy Cholakian at
285-5780 if interested.

OPeRatiOn CHRiStmaS CHiLD

Sunday School Missions Project
If you haven’t picked up a shoe box yet and
would like to participate in Operation Christmas
Child, please see Cathy Cholakian. We are on
our way to achieving our goal of donating 125
shoe boxes to Operation Christmas Child from
PACC this year and APPRECIATE the interest
of the congregation in this SPECIAL SUNDAY
SCHOOL MISSIONS PROJECT. Shoeboxes need
to be returned to church by Sunday, nov. 4.

2018
Ha r ves t Banqu et
GUEST SPEAKER

Dr. Steven
Chooljian

Yes! I will be attending. Please reserve for me:
____ Adult tickets, at $25/each ______________= $________
I would like to be a sponsor (all sponsorships include 8 dinner
tickets , $200 value, and preferred seating):
____ Banquet, $5000
= $________
____ Platinum, $2500
= $________
____ Gold, $1000
= $________
____ Silver $500
= $________
____ Bronze, $250
= $________
Total Enclosed ............................................................. $________
I will need child care for_____ children, ages: ______________
Name _________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City________________________________ Zip________
Phone _________________________________________
Email__________________________________________
I am unable to attend, enclosed is my donation check
in the amount of...................................................................... $________
Please charge my credit card:
VISA
Mastercard
Card # _________________________________________
Validation Code_____________________Exp Date________
Name on card ____________________________________

o

o

Signature _______________________________________

will speak on his
2018 MEDICAL MISSION
TRIP TO ARMENIA
Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church
Board of Trustees invites you

saturday, october 20, 2018
Mezza 5:30pm • Dinner 6:30am
Child care available (ages 3-10 must be “potty-trained”) – snacks provided

filet kebab dinner

with Leonard’s award-winning pilaf, string beans, salad and dessert.
$25/adult • $15/child 12 and under
Make your reservation by: October 10, 2018
For reservations, please complete the reservation form, at left,
make check payable to Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church
mail to: 3673 N. First Street, Fresno CA 93726
For additional information, call: 559-260-0205

aRmenian SCHOOL SeekS SPOnSORSHiPS

The Charlie Keyan Armenian Community School
(CKACS) is seeking donors who will sponsor a child’s
education. As a private school, CKACS operates as
a community institution that depends not on one
patron or organization, but on a broad-based network
of supporters. A whole or partial sponsorship of a child
would support those children who would otherwise
not have the financial means to attend the school. A
full-year sponsorship is $4,480. If you are interested in
supporting the school in this manner, please contact
Principal Curtis Shamlin at (559) 323-1955 or email:
principal@ckacs.org.

FAMILY
MOVIE
NIGHT!
Sunday, October 7
6pm • fellowship Hall

JOin uS fOR a
fun nigHt

aRmenian HiStORy SHOWCaSeD at fReSnO faiR
a

There is a new exhibit at the Fresno County Historical Museum
(located on the Fresno Fairgrounds) focusing on Early Armenian
History in Fresno County. It is a large, impressive space within the
museum and there is a timeline about Fresno County, information
about the Genocide, maps, a section on Agriculture, and a section
on churches, along with many old photographs. There are also
interactive computer display machines that profile around 50
local monuments, churches, organizations, and people. We
want to encourage everyone to see this exhibit. If you plan on
attending the Fresno Fair this year, please make it a point to stop
by the museum, which is open daily to fairgoers until 5:30pm.
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3:30 pm Youth Group

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School

AEUNA Conference
11:00 am Worship

3:30 pm Youth Group

1:30 pm Sunday Funday

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School

11:00 am Worship

3:30 pm Youth Group

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School

11:00 am Worship

Camp Arev Men’s Retreat

14

1:30 pm Sunday Funday
2-4 pm Fresno Musical Club,
Sanctuary/Overflow Room
3:30 pm Youth Group
6:00 p.m. Movie Night, Fireside
Room

PANTRY SUNDAY
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School

HOLY COMMUNION

11:00 am Worship

SUNDAY
1

8

15

6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

7:30-4:30 pm FUSD

29

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due
8:00 a.m. Dorcas Guild,
Katah Baking
6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

22

6:00 pm Working
Women’s Bible Study,
Marie Callender's,
Cedar/Shaw
6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

8:00 a.m. Dorcas Guild,
Chorag Baking
10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Executive Board
Meeting, Overflow

6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

8:00 a.m. Dorcas Guild,
Chorag Baking

MONDAY

7-8 pm Young Adults Bible
Study

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

6:30 pm Council Meeting,
Overflow Room
7-8 pm Young Adults Bible
Study

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

7-8 pm Young Adults Bible
Study
6:30 pm Trustees, Library
7:00 pm Deacons, CE
Building

10:00 am. Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

30

23

16

17

4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary

9:30 am Dorcas Guild
Set up for Luncheon

4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary
31

1:00-3:00 pm
Patenting/Spanish, CE
Building

9:00-11:00 am Parenting/
English, CE Building

4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary
24

12:45 pm Dorcas Guild,
Wed. Circle, overflow
1:00-3:00 pm
Patenting/Spanish, CE
Building

9:00-11:00 am Parenting/
English, CE Building

4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary

1:00-3:00 pm
Patenting/Spanish, CE
Building

7-8 pm Young Adults Bible
study

3

10

1:00-3:00 pm Patenting\
4:30 pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary
6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal,
Sanctuary

9:30 am Dorcas Guild,
Set up for Luncheon

Executive Board Meeting,
Yosemite Falls
9:00-11:00 am Parenting/

7:00 am Men’s Forum

WEDNESDAY

10:00 am. Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

9

2

9:00-11:00 am Parenting/
English, CE Building

6:00 pm Working Women’s
Bible Study, Marie
Callender's, Cedar/Shaw
7-8 pm Young Adults Bible
study

10:00 am. Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

TUESDAY

25

18

26

19

12

5

20

7:30-1:00 pm
FUSD

AEUNA Conference

27

Harvest Banquet

6:00-9:00 pm
Armenian C.
Social Hall

6

13
Camp Arev Men’s
Retreat

10:30 am Tabitha
Circle, Janigian’s

SATURDAY

Calendar of Events

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Overflow Room

AEUNA Conference

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

Camp Arev Men’s
Retreat

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

FRIDAY

October 2018

6:30 pm CE Committee,
Church Office

7:00 pm Monthly Bible
Study, Saliba’s House

4

11

10:00 am Dorcas Guild,
Bible study, General
Meeting
11:30 am Luncheon

THURSDAY
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CHuRCH COunCiL
Moderator, Cristel Tufenkjian
Vice Moderator, Ed Saliba
Scribe, Sue Moosoolian
Treasurer, Patrice Ruble

DORCaS guiLD
Joyce Kierejczyk

BOaRD Of DeaCOnS
Chair, Paula Ganimian

men’S fORum
President, Jerry Janigian

BOaRD Of tRuSteeS
Chair, Sammy Ganimian

miSSiOnS COmmittee
Chair, Doreen Fischer

muSiC Staff
Director of Music, Oscar Luna
Organist, Faye DeLong

By-LaWS COmmittee
Co-chair Allison Karahadian
Co-chair Robyn Esraelian

muSiC COmmittee
Chair, Carol Forrest

SuPPORt Staff
Church Secretary, Houry Sabiljian
Part-Time Custodian, Joe Fischer
Wedding Planner, Sandy Avakian

CHRiStian eDuCatiOn
Chair, Melinda Eritzian
Sunday School Superintendent,
Cathy Cholakian

miniSteRS
THE CONGREGATION
miniStRy Staff
Senior Pastor, Rev Nerses Balabanian
Associate Pastor, Rev Kevin Kasper
yOutH miniStRy
vOLunteeRS
Alexander Jaramishian
Jason Davis
Claire Jaramishian

fLC COmmittee
Chair, John Tufenkjian

nOminating COmmittee
Chair, Vacant

