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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN

You are My Uncle (Keri, Dayı)

This summer, Sevan and I had the opportunity to visit
our son in Berlin. After a long flight, we were happy to be
reunited with him. Berlin is an interesting city. Even though
WWII is now history, one can still see the scars of the tragedy
all over the city as well as the victory with the tearing down
of the wall in 1989.
The first thing one observes in this metropolitan city
is people of different nationalities. You can hear all kinds
of languages in the street. The next observation is public
transportation. Instead of using a private car, most people
either walk or take public transportation. Indeed we walked
and walked and walked like we used to do growing up in
Aleppo.
The next observation is the invasion of Turkish restaurants
in Berlin. You can see anything from Turkish fast food kiosks
to fancy restaurants. Doner kebob, Izmir kebob, and Aintab
pakhlava have become very popular among the German
people.
One day we visited one of those Turkish restaurants for a
light lunch. Since we couldn’t speak German, I ordered the
food in Turkish the way I had learned from my grandmother.
The chef heard me speaking in an old, broken, Anatolian
accent. He came out of the kitchen to meet me. He asked
me where I was from. Now that was a tough question to
answer. I did not want to talk about my background, so I
said we were from California. He was not satisfied with my
answer. He asked, “What is your background?” My response
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was, “Aleppo, Syria.” Now he started digging in and asking
whether I was an Arab or a Kurd from Syria. I realized I
did not have a choice. I needed to tell him. I said. “I am
Armenian.” Suddenly his eyes opened wide and sparkled.
He approached me and said with joy: “You are my uncle,
Dayı, Keri (he said in Turkish and Armenian).” I said, “OK,
thank you. But what is going on?” He said: “I am Kurdish and
my mother is Armenian.” He went on saying how during the
Armenian Genocide women were forced into marriage with
Kurds. His mother, who kept her Armenian heritage, raised
her Kurdish kids reminding of their heritage. The man was
so excited that he called his brother to join us and offered
us more food. He then called Armenia over his phone so I
would speak in Armenian with his mother’s relatives. What
shall I say? I have never seen a Kurdish man who has so
much joy meeting an Armenian person whom he would
called “Keri, uncle.” And all this in Berlin.
The city is full of museums with different themes. Our son
Azad thought we should see the Pergamon Museum. Little did
we know we would see an amazing collection of antiquities
from the Middle East, Mesopotamia (Iraq), Asia Minor,
Ancient Egypt, and
Persia.
As you enter,
the first thing you
see the awe-inspiring Ishtar Gate
of Babylon (photos
on the right). It was
constructed by no
other than King
Nebuchadnezzar
II around 575 BC.
Yes, these are real
walls brought from
Babylon in fragments and put
back together in
the beginning of
continued on page 2

UPCOMING
2019 PACC
EVENTS
Vacation Bible School
............... July 15-19
Adult Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
................. August 4

Badveli Nerses Message:

You Are My Uncle
Continued from page 1
the 20th Century, piece by piece, like a puzzle
over a period of 30 years.

Rally (Renewal)
.......... September 8
Trip to Reagan Library
........ September 28
Harvest Banquet
............. October 19
Harvest Festival
............. October 27
Thanksgiving Sunday
......... November 24
Congregational
Budget Meeting
.............. December
Christmas Worship
Celebration
..........December 22
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
..................Tuesday,
December 24

Aleppo Room

After seeing amazing pieces of art from all
over Asia Minor, we reached the third floor
where a surprise waiting for me, the Aleppo
Room. Here we found ourselves standing in
front of a magnificent room transported from
my hometown of Aleppo. This room was the
reception hall of an Armenian merchant in
Aleppo in 1600. This is where he received his
clients and his guests. But my real surprise was
that it was almost identical to my elementary
school classroom. Seriously, we used to go to
school in a 400-year-old house in Aleppo! To
find that room again was a total surprise.
The next highlight was our visit to the
little German town of Konigsfeld in the Black
Forest to meet former Hilfsbund missionaries
with whom we served in Ainjar, Lebanon for
almost a decade. Gottfried and Anneliese
Spangenberg lived in Lebanon for 30 years,
cared for hundreds of Armenian orphans and
children, and raised three of their own children
over there. It was great to be reunited with
each other and hear what God had planned
for them after returning home to Germany.

As ISIS was invading Syria and Iraq, more and
more refugees were fleeing or being forced
to leave their homes. One of these groups
was the Yazidis. They suffered a lot. They
were captured, taken out by force from their
homes. The men were executed, and the
women were sold for sex. A group of these ISIS
slaves (women and children) were liberated
and brought from Northern Iraq to this little
town in Germany. These women and children
needed a person who spoke Arabic and
understood the culture. Mrs. Spangenberg
was the perfect match for this mission. God
used her in a tremendous way to touch the
lives of these most traumatized people.
As I look back and reflect on those events,
I realize how God works in our lives. My
Kurdish “nephew,” then my elementary
school classroom in the Middle of Berlin, then
mission field arriving in Konigsfeld make me
wonder. Everywhere I can see how “Christ”
appeared in the midst of suffering.
During this summer, let us be open to
become light in our neighborhood. Let us be
light and salt in the world. PACC is here for
a reason. PACC has many opportunities, a
big land, and a big heart to welcome people
and minister to them. Let us share the love
of Christ wherever we are. PACC also sends
missionaries to places where people are
suffering. Every year we find a city that is
hurting. I am glad that our youth and adults
under the supervision of Badveli Kevin Kasper
arrived to Paradise, California, to touch the
lives of people with the love of Christ. They
are unknown to us by name, but known by
God as His children.
Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in
all your efforts for these brothers (sisters),
strangers as they are, who testified to your
love before the church (3 John 5-6a ESV).

CHURCH NEWS
BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulation to Gary and Allyson
Darakjian on the birth of their son Artie
Allen Darakjian who was born on June
11, 2019.
Dear Church Family,
I wish to sincerely express my gratitude
and appreciation to you for your encouraging

telephone calls and prayers, and to those
of you who sent cards, flowers, meals and
provided transportation to and from my
physical therapy, following my recent surgery.
I feel truly blessed to have such a wonderful,
caring church family. Thank you. May the Lord
bless you for reaching out to me with your love
and kindness.
– Roseann Saliba

2019 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP
For where your Treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21
Happy Summer Everyone! I hope
all of you were present at the
congregational meeting to review all
$
DEC 31
403,550.
the committee goings on for the past
year as well as hear about the
NOV 30
upcoming renovations and required
OCT 31
JUL
repairs at our church home. Thank
SEP 30
JUN 30
you to Cristel for her amazing
leadership and to Sammy and the
AUG 31
MAY 31
Board of Trustees for their diligence
JUL 31
to see these projects through. I know
JUN 30
it’s summer and we're all scattered
going in multiple directions but take $168,145.84
MAY 31
time each day to spend with our Lord
APR 30
and thank Him for the bounty He has $111,130.55
provided for us and ask direction for
MAR 31
our life within our church home.
FEB 28
Don't forget July is Vacation Bible
JAN 31
School too!
I love worship music. I remember
a long time ago the ﬁrst time I went
into a church and they started singing something other than a
hymn. I remember raised hands as well. It was exciting but
disconcerting and all I knew was I loved the song they sang.
Thank God He gave me a beautiful song that started a journey to
understand what worship really is. It's not about my agenda but
about giving thanks in spirit and in truth to the God who
provides so generously. It’s about following the direction of His
Word. That's why I love a worship song that expresses the Bible
through lyrics and music. For me it's the easiest time to
surrender everything to Him and draw close. I email worship
songs that touch my heart and reveal to me His truth to those
close to me all too often. I want them to share the experience of
my heart being touched by word and music. That ﬁrst song I
heard that day was Shout To The Lord:
Shout to the Lord all the Earth, let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name
I sing for joy at the work of Your hand
Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise I have
In You
by Darlene Zschech (It was written during a diﬃcult time in her life)

Shout to the Lord, all the earth; break out in praise and sing
for joy! Sing your praise to the Lord with the harp, with the
harp and melodious song, with trumpets and the sound of the
ram's horn. Make a joyful symphony before the Lord, the King!
– Psalm 98:4-6 NLT
– Prepared by Treasurer Patrice Ruble

YOUTH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES

Andrew Branche Jr. 7/12
Hakop Petrosyan 7/14

Remy Janigian 7/15
Olivia Branche 7/17

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13
•••••
PACC FAMilies – sUMMer 2019
We will not be having Sunday
school during the summer this year
but rather will be worshiping in
church as a Church Family.
Nursery care will continue to be
provided throughout the summer for
our little ones under the age of 4.
•••••
Don’t forget VBS is July 15-19
•••••
FATHER’S DAY JUNE 16

Photo credit Josh Gregory
Sunday School students were happy to decorate cookies
for their fathers, grandfathers and the men in the congregation to enjoy after church at Fellowship on Father’s
Day.

Juniors: July 7-13
Junior High: July 14-20
High School: July 21-27
College & Career: August 9-11

CLOSING CEREMONIES & KEBAB PICNICS:
SATURDAY 11am-4pm
(parents plan to pick up campers at picnic)

FOR MORE INFORMATION & REGISTRATION:
Call 818.507.0922 or visit camparev.org/summer

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.
:
Matthew 6:33

Vacation
Bible School

July5-8:00
15-19
PM

MONDAYFRIDAY

DINNER
PROVIDED

Ages: 3 Years to 6th Grade, Jr. High & Adult Classes
(MUST BE POTTY-TRAINED)
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7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room
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7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room
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6:30 pm Trustees,
Library
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room
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6:00 pm Family
Night

12:00 p.m. Men of
the Church Luncheon,
Alla’s Restaurant
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Vacation Bible School
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6:00 pm CE
Committee, Office
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INDEPENDENCE
DAY
OFFICE / FLC
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THURSDAY

12:00 p.m. Men of
the Church Luncheon,
Alla’s Restaurant
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3

WEDNESDAY

2
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JULY 2019
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9-12 pm Private
Event, Social
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