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A Message from Pastor Nerses Balabanian

Who Needs Comfort?
Matthew 5:1-10; 23:37-39;
John 11:1-44
“Living Right Side up in an Upside Down World” is our theme
as we study the beatitudes.
In this article, I would like to
take the second beatitude:
“Blessed are those who
mourn, for they shall be comforted.” (Matt 5:4 ESV)
Who wants to mourn? I have
seen a lot of pain in my life. I
have lived years of war when we
all mourned the loss of property or people. We all suffer from illnesses and loss of loved
ones. I am tried of mourning. I don’t like mourning. Yet,
there is an important invitation from Jesus for you and me
to find real comfort in life. Mourning is not encouraged in
our society, the western society. I come from the Middle
East where mourning is a part of life.
What is going on here? Who died so we are mourning?
1. Jesus mourned
There are two events in the Gospels when Jesus weeps.
• Lazarus is ill. Jesus delays his coming to Lazarus. He
arrives after his death. He tells them (in my own words),
“Don’t worry, Lazarus is sleeping. I am the resurrection, and
those who believe in me will not die. All these happened so
God will be glorified.” People don’t get it. John writes: “he
(Jesus) was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled.
Then Jesus wept” (John 11:34,35). Jesus is not weeping for
his loss but for their….
In my words: “How long you will not see that death is
not an end? He is resurrection and the life, and whoever
believes in Him though they die yet they shall live.”
• The other occasion is when he weeps for our disobedience to God. He weeps over Jerusalem (Matthew 23). He
looks over the city and tears come down knowing what humans do would humans. They would kill the prophet; they
would stone God’s messengers; they would reject God’s

presence; they would ignore
God’s warnings; they would crucify the Son of God; they would
think they are somebody without God. No wonder Jesus was
mourning.
That was about Jesus. What
about us?
2. We mourn for how selfish we have become (sin dominates)
We are such a Self-centered
Society
• Selfies have become an accessible way to take a picture of your self when there is no
photographer. However, people whether adults or teenagers overdo selfies to make a point. You see their picture over
and over: “Here I am, watch me!”
• Behold, last week Apple introduced iPhone 11 with a
new feature called: Slofies, which means Slo-Mo Selfies.
That’s all we need, we should watch ourselves in slow motion. How far are we going with this?
We are a society of self-esteem, self-determination,
self-centeredness, self and self. On the other hand, when
people feel disqualified, or lose their self-esteem they will
be psychologically unhealthy and will need encouragement
and confidence.
There is nothing wrong in encouraging people. But let us
see how God encourages us.
• Moses felt very inadequate to lead his people. God
challenged him and invited Moses to lead his people out of
Egypt. “Who, me? I cannot speak. Are you kidding me, God?
Who am I?”
The way God deals with Moses is NOT tapping his back
and saying: “Moses, you are Ok… Moses, you can do it,
man… I believe in your abilities… Moses, you are gifted.”
God said to Moses: “Stop looking at your own unworthiness and uselessness and look at me. I made your mouth. I
continued on next page

UPCOMING
2019 PACC
Events

Harvest Banquet
.............. October 19
Thanksgiving Sunday
.......... November 24
Congregational
Budget Meeting
. ............. December
Christmas Worship
Celebration
. .........December 22
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
. .................Tuesday,
December 24

Operation
Christmas
Child

If you haven’t
picked up a shoe
box and would like
to participate in
Operation Christmas
Child, please see
Cathy
Cholakian.
PACC’s Sunday School
would like to donate
135 shoeboxes to
Operation Christmas
Child this year and
appreciates the support of the congregation to achieve this
goal.

Badveli Nerses Message:

Who Needs Comfort?
Continued from page 1
will be with you. I will help you. I will teach you
what to say. Look to me and live!” The biblical
answer to the paralysis of low self-esteem is
not high self-esteem; it is sovereign grace.”1
Don’t you think we spend too much time in
indulging ourselves?
David: the man, who sinned against the
Lord, wrote in Psalm 51: “The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite
heart, O God, you will not despise.” (Ps 51:17).
This is mourning for your sins.
When did David write this Psalm? This is
after his involvement with Bathsheba.
Peter: In his fishing boat, where his self-esteem is up, he comes to Jesus… “But when
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’
knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a
sinful man, O Lord.’” (Luke 5:8)
Jesus did not give up from Peter. Jesus
turned Cephas into Peter the ROCK. Christ
gave him a new name and made him the Rock.
How about you?
3. We will be comforted
I look to the Greek word for comfort. Mkhitaroutyoun (Armenian).
Comfort in Greek is paraklethesontai, the
root of this word is parakleton, or paraklete,
the word used to describe the “Comforter”
or “Advocate” that Jesus promised us. He will
send us the Comforter, which is one of the
attributes of Holy Spirit. (John 14)
You know mourning will help us find
comfort. Sometimes I have seen people hold
their tears; they don’t want to cry. Crying
is good. It helps us deal with the pain and
suffering we face. But this mourning invites
the Holy Spirit to comfort us in a deeper and
everlasting way. When we mourn over our
sins, God gives us real comfort, real peace that
is beyond earthly peace and comfort. God’s
comfort is everlasting when death is defeated
and new life prevails in His Kingdom.
4. We mourn for the sins of humanity
I don’t know how you face the Armenian
Genocide, the Holocaust, Rwanda’s Genocide,
human trafficking, misuse of power,
abundance of drugs, alcoholism… you name
it… (the upside down world)
We mourn for sickness, disease, especially
when it hits children.

We mourn for the failures of God’s people
and failure in the church. We mourn, even
though we are in the Kingdom of God, but
we live in a defective world. We mourn
for God’s justice to be implemented in this
imperfect world where the Kingdom of God
is in us yet attributes of His Kingdom are not
fully implemented. The Kingdom is here yet
waiting for the Kingdom fully implemented.
One day when Jesus returns, the King of Kings
will rule forever.
Application:
• We desperately need God in our lives.
God will COMFORT you. Everyone is looking
for comfort. Everyone is looking for peace of
mind. The answer is in God, in trusting in God’s
Spirit, and turning to Jesus. Turn to Jesus and
see how desperately hungry and poor you
are, and you find out how SIN has destroyed
and bankrupted us from God’s presence, then
you turn around and mourn for your sin. PACC
is a big family. We mourn for members who
are suffering in our midst. We pray together
for God’s comfort. When a member hurts, we
hurt with that person. When a person rejoices,
we rejoice with the person.
• Don’t compare or judge others. Well,
Badveli this sermon is good for the inmates in
jail. I have not committed any crimes. Why are
you teaching this to us? Badveli Kevin has a
writing on his door that says:
As Flannery O’Conner writes in one of
her prayers: “Most of us have ‘lost the
power to vomit’ over sin, especially our
own.”
Did I lose the power to vomit over sin?
Did sin become so “normal” in our lives that
we don’t confess anymore to God and each
other? Do you say, “It’s ok; everyone is doing
it.”
• Come to Jesus, ask for Holy Spirit to
dwell in YOU, draw near to the Heart of God.
Come to Jesus today. If you never had prayed
and asked his presence in your heart, today
is the day. If you gave your heart to Jesus but
you need to reexamine your commitment, ask
yourself, “Am I coming daily to Jesus poor, asking him to fill me up with his Spirit?”
1
w w w . d e s i r i n g g o d . o r g / m e s s a g e s /
blessed-are-the-poor-in-spirit-who-mourn
(John Piper)

Council Activities

The Council met on September 24, 2019, and covered
various items related to the life of the church. A special time
was dedicated for prayer for number of our members who
are facing health issues.
Each Board or Committee presented its report. It was
a special blessing to hear the report from our Christian
Education Committee, which is working diligently, teaching
and instilling God’s Word into our children.
It was also a blessing to learn that our youth, led by

Badveli Kevin, are gearing up to return to Paradise, California
for their continued mission work, on October 25-27.
In closing, I thank God for our pastors, and the members
of the Council as we work in concert to glorify God through
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church.
“As it is, there are many parts, but one body,”
– Corinthians 12:20 NIV
– by Moderator Edward Saliba

2019 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP
For where your Treasure is, there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21
The graph displays collections of contributions through
August 31, 2019 compared to
the budgeted amount to that
point. At this time we have collected almost 81% of contributions budgeted to this date.
While I would of course like to
tell you we are at almost 100% I
am thankful for the provision of
$
DEC 31
403,550.
our Lord. His blessings to each of
NOV 30
you have in turn provided blessings to maintaining our church
OCT 31
JUL
home. Keeping the Board of
SEP 30
Trustees focused on our God JUN 30MAY 31
given purpose is infinitely more
AUG 31
$269,033.34
smooth and productive when
JUL 31
our energies are not spent won- $217,879.55
JUN 30
dering how to pay the bills.
I originally wanted to share
MAY 31
thoughts of joy and celebration
APR 30
because I recently attended the
MAR 31
wedding of my best friends’
daughter. However at Bible
FEB 28
study tonight I heard the
JAN 31
opposite: prayer requests for
cancer, illness, disease, surgery,
emotional distress, life battles
and brokenness. Just as I have no doubt that our lives are
filled with joyful milestones, I have no doubt we are each
affected by sadness over our family, brokenheartedness
in our friendships and sometimes doubt in the midst of
WITH SYMPATHY
Betty Bogosian passed away on September 10, 2019
Condolences to her daughter and son-in law Paula / Ernie
Schuessler and daughter Audrey Bogosian.
•••••

our belief. However, we must remember that no matter
how helpless we feel, no matter how hopeless we see the
situation, no matter how crushed our spirit by our troubles
or those of our loved ones; God is faithful and always there
for us even when we can’t find words to speak or pray.
“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We
do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us through wordless groans.” Romans 8:26
As I was pondering this anguish on my ride home, God
spoke to me. Not like an actual voice (I wish!) saying “Stop
driving so fast” (that would be my husband I still hear) no
Jesus spoke to me through music. As soon as I turned on
the radio “I’ll Raise A Hallelujah” came on (by Johnathan
& Melissa Helser of Bethel Music). I would recommend
not only listening to it, but looking up why this song was
written. It’s an amazing story of what the power of prayer
can accomplish. It’s about letting God fight our battles and
praying against our enemy Satan and using praise and our
faith in who Christ is to unleash God’s spiritual and physical
healing.
“I raise a hallelujah, in the presence of my enemies.
I raise a hallelujah, louder than the unbelief.
I raise a hallelujah, my weapon is a melody.
I raise a hallelujah, Heaven comes to fight for me.
I’m gonna sing, in the middle of the storm
Louder and louder, you’re gonna hear my praises roar.
Up from the ashes, hope will arise
Death is defeated, the King is alive.”
Our Savior may be the Lamb of our salvation but He is
also the Lion of Judah! So let us trust in His power even in
our most difficult battles. He is ready to fight for us!
– Prepared by Treasurer Patrice Ruble
WITH SYMPATHY
Zabel Moradian passed away on September 20, 2019
Condolences to her daughter and son-in-law Diana / Tom
Tusan and her sister Gladys Peters.

• INSPIRING MUSIC •
• SPIRIT-LED PRAISE & WORSHIP •
• ANOINTED MINISTRY OF THE WORD •

Touching the WORLD
with God’s LOVE - Since 1977!

Sunday, October 20, 2019
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church
3673 N. First Street, Fresno, CA 93726

Service at 11:00 AM

A Freewill Offering Will Be Received for Celebrant Singers

www.celebrants.org

Harvt
BANQUET
2019

Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church
Board of Trustees invites you

SATURDAY, OCTOBER

19, 2019

Mezza 5:30pm • Dinner 6:30pm
filet kebab dinner
…with pilaf, string beans, salad and dessert

“The Harvest Banquet in Bible Times”
by Dr. Abraham Terian
Entertainment by PACC

Men’s Ensemble

$25/adult • $15/child 12 and under

BRAHAM TE
DR. AGUEST SPEAKERRIAN

...................................................................
Yes! I will be attending. Please reserve for me:
____ Adult tickets, at $25/each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . = $________
____ Child tickets, at $15/each (12 and under) . = $________
I would like to be a sponsor (all sponsorships include 8 dinner
tickets , $200 value, and preferred seating):
____ Banquet, $5000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . = $________
____ Platinum, $2500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . = $________
____ Gold, $1000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . = $________
____ Silver, $500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . = $________
____ Bronze, $250 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . = $________
Total Enclosed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $________

Name___________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________________ Zip________
Phone __________________________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________________________
I am unable to attend, enclosed is my donation check in the amount of $______
Please charge my credit card:

o

VISA

o Mastercard

Card # __________________________________________________________
Validation Code ___________________________________ Exp Date________

Make your reservation by: October 10, 2019
Make check payable to Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church
mail to: 3673 N. First Street, Fresno CA 93726
For additional information, call: 559-229-2915

Name on card ____________________________________________________
Signature ________________________________________________________

Dedication of 2019-2020 ministries

2019 RALLY SUNDAY!
There was much to celebrate on Rally Sunday, which took
place on September 8. It’s a special time of year when we
can come together with our church family as we anticipate
all that God has for us in the months ahead. During worship
we learned that our main theme is “Living Right Side Up
in an Upside Down World.” We welcomed the return of
the choir, enjoyed the talents of the orchestra and praise
band, participated in communion, and the dedication of
ministries at PACC. The Sunday school staff was back in full
swing loving and serving the children.
After worship service the Christian Education Committee
hosted a Mexican Fiesta. Homemade shredded beef,
Spanish rice, and beans, complete with toppings, salad, and
chips and salsa were served. Each of the Bible studies and
ministries were represented at tables with information and
sign-ups. They also provided all of the wonderful desserts.
The children enjoyed crafts and an inflatable obstacle
course along with other fun activities. CE would like to

Some of the Fiesta volunteers

thank all who played a part in this event, and we especially
thank you for your fellowship. It is our prayer that each
one of you and your family members have found a group
to connect with in addition to worship on Sundays as we
strive to “Live Right Side Up.”
– by Melinda Eritzian, CE Chair

Youth and Sunday SchooL Activities

Aviana Houk 10/18
Happy Belated Birthday to Emily Hovhannisyan whose
birthday was on 9/26.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13
•••••
Big News! Mighty Memorizer has begun.
If you have not already registered to be a
Mighty Memorizer, be sure and do it SOON!

SuNDAY SCHOOL
Preschool through 7th Grade
During the month of October, we
will continue to learn about the Amazing Power of Jesus and God’s Awesome
Promises. Don’t forget, we start out in
church at 11:00 and then go to Sunday
School!
•••••
Do you enjoy working with children,
sharing God’s Word and having fun at
the same time? THEN we need you to join
our team as a Sunday School Teacher or
helper.Please see Cathy Cholakian or call
her at 285-5780 if interested!

6

Service Mission to Paradise

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/ Classroom
11:00amWORSHIP Fellowship
Time-PACC Mission Committee

27

3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

1-3 p.m. Sunday Funday

11:00amWORSHIP
Fellowship Time-PACC
Nominating Committee

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday
School, Sanc/Classroom

20

3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

Fellowship Time-PACC CE

11:00amWORSHIP

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday
School, Sanc/Classroom

13

3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

Fellowship Time-Dorcas Guild
1-3 p.m. Sunday Funday

11:00amWORSHIP

10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday
School, Sanctuary

HOLY COMMUNION
Pantry Sunday

SUNDAY

7

14

8-:00-4:00 pm FUSD
5:00 pm BSF
6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

28

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due
8-4 pm FUSD
5:00 pm BSF
6:00 pm Working
Women’s Bible Study,
Applebee’sCedar/Herndon
6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship,
Room 8

21

10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Executive board Meeting,
Library
5:00 pm BSF

6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

5:00 pm BSF

MONDAY

22

29

7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

12:45 pm Dorcas Guild
Circle, Overflow Room

9

2

30

23

16

Executive Board Meeting,
Yosemite Falls
9:00 am Dorcas Guild, Set
up for Luncheon

7:00 am Men’s Forum

WEDNESDAY

17

31

24

6:30 pm CE Committee,
Library

7:00 pm Home Bible
Study, Saliba’s

7:00-3:00 pm FUSD,
Social hall/Overflow

3

10

11:00 am Dorcas Guild
General Meeting/ Luncheon,
Social Hall

THURSDAY
10:00 a.m. Dorcas Guild
Bible Study, Fireside
Room

Badveli Nerses is off on Vacation

10:00 am Women’s Bible Study,
Room 6

6:30 pm Council Meeting,
Overflow Room
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

8

1

15

8: 00 am Dorcas Guild Baking

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

6:30 pm Trustees, Library
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room
7:00 pm Deacons, CE
Building

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

10:00 am. Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

6:00 pm Working Women’s
Bible Study, Applebee’sCedar/Herndon

10:00 am. Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

TUESDAY
4

18

11

5

PACC Harvest
Banquet

9-11 am Parenting
Class, CE Building

9-11 am Parenting
Class, CE Building

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 2019

26

19

12

9-11 am Parenting
Class, CE Building
10:30 am Tabitha
Circle, Annie Chiljian's

SATURDAY

Service Mission to Paradise

TGIF Bible
Study, Overflow Room

5:30-7:00 am BSF,
Fellowship Hall 7:00 am

25

7:00 pm Young Couples’
Night, Kuppajoe

9:30 am Set up for
Harvest banquet

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

5:30-7:00 am BSF,
Fellowship Hall

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

5:30-7:00 am BSF,
Fellowship Hall

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

5:30-7:00 am BSF,
Fellowship Hall
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