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A Message from Pastor Nerses Balabanian

In Every Situation…
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7 NIV)
Anxiety is something that bothers all of us. It comes and
hits us, and if we do not deal with it, it can drain us from the
energy to live fruitful lives and serve God.
Paul encourages the believers of Philippi to fix their eyes
upon God. As we all do, they had their issues that caused
anxiety. He says, “in every situation”(good or bad), come to
God in “prayer and petition.” He also asks them to change
their attitude. What do I mean by that? He asks them to
present their requests to God with thanksgiving. How can
we be thankful in all situations?
October and November are months of harvest and
Thanksgiving. After a hot summer season, we are ready to
enjoy the fruit of our labor and give thanks.
However, it is not always easy to give thanks. Life is tough.
When we were in SF, we had the opportunity to meet
different families who came from the Fresno area. Some of
them asked us to translate their grandparents’ letters written in Armenian in the early 1900s. Here is an example of a
family that came from Bitilis to Fowler. The husband was a
college graduate and used to be teacher in the old country.

The family settled in Fowler and started a business. Eventually, they owned two farms and a grocery. However, In the
Great Depression, they lost everything, and the husband
decided to go all the way to Imperial Valley, CA to work. His
letters to his wife reflect a lot about life almost a century
ago.
October 20, 1927
This is the first Sunday that I have been away from you. I
am writing from one of the isolated places in this Valley. We
have started working already. We are preparing the place
to be watered. We will plant the tomatoes before December
and the watermelons around December 15.
November 13, 1927
Last week we didn’t have anything to do in the field so we
were able to work outside for 3 days. I made $10.50. Now
I have the fee of my travel. I still have to make a few dollars for spending so that when I come at Christmas I won’t
be embarrassed. I will bring with me 3 chickens. I will clean
them before bringing them over so I won’t cause you too
much trouble…
November 27, 1927
When I come at Christmas I think I will have with me $40.
continued on next page
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.................................
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...................Tuesday,
December 24
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New Year and
Armenian
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.....................January 5

Badveli Nerses Message:

In Every Situation
Continued from page 1
This financial tightness is going to last maximum 4-5 months. After that I am sure our
circumstances will change. I am very happy I
came to Imperial Valley and I consider it the
answer to my prayers. We can start from here
like whatever we did in 1916 in Fowler. So live
your days happily and hold your head up!
How tough was the life of our ancestors.
They came with so little and suffered so much
loss. Look at our lives, how far we have come!
I thank God for their hard work. But here is
one thing that I would like to stress. By having
more, I mean financially, are we less anxious
or more? Did we neglect important values?
Have our blessings become a curse?
Are we more anxious now than before?
In the New York Times (Aug 7, 2016), Seth
Stephens-Davidowitz showed that Google
searches for “anxiety” have increased 150 percent since 2004. Anxiety today is three times
as much as a decade ago! This is stunning.
What is going on? How strange is that the

more we have, the more anxious we become?
Perhaps we get intoxicated with “things”
“wealth” “property” and you name it. We can
easily lose our focus and priorities.
Let me quote again what Paul says: “Do not
be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7 NIV)
In this season of harvest-thanksgiving, please take a moment to reflect. Stop,
breathe, BE STILL and KNOW that He is God.
Spend time in prayer asking God’s peace to
rule your heart. Bring your requests to God
along with thanksgiving, talk to Him. God is
our Father who loves to communicate with
us. God’s peace transcends all human understanding.
On the other hand ask yourself, “Am I blessed? What do I do with my blessings?” This is
harvest time. Everything we have is a gift from
God. Do I share His blessings with others?
Start your day thanking Him and surrendering
yourself to Him.

Council Activities

Operation
Christmas
Child

If you haven’t
picked up a shoe
box and would like
to participate in
Operation Christmas
Child, please see
Cathy
Cholakian.
PACC’s Sunday School
would like to donate
135 shoeboxes to
Operation Christmas
Child this year and
appreciates the support of the congregation to achieve this
goal.

The Council met on Tuesday October 22,
2019; Various items related to the life of the
church were discussed.
A special time was dedicated to prayer for a
number of our members, who are grieving or
facing health issues.
The Council expressed its sincere sympathy
to the Janigian Family on the passing of our
dear sister in Christ Sandy Janigian.
The pastors presented their reports. Badveli
Kevin, and the youth are gearing up to return
to Paradise, California for their continued
mission work, on October 25-27.

The boards and the committees’ presented
their report to the council.
Having no new business, the meeting was
adjourned with a prayer by Badveli Nerses.
I thank God for our pastors, and the
members of the Council as we work together
to glorifying God through Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church.
“As it is, there are many parts,but one body.”
– 1 Corinthians 12:20 NIV
– by Moderator Edward Saliba

Jon Stemkoski’s Celebrant Singers led the
October 20 worship service. The Celebrant Singers
is one of the nation’s premier music and missions
organizations and is headquartered in Visalia,
CA. Celebrant Singers has stood out by combining
spiritual depth with musical excellence and
quality leadership. To date, over 3,200 Celebrant
alumni have ministered in all 50 States and 100
additional countries – including more than 6,000
Roman Catholic parishes in the United States and
countless more worldwide. If you would like to
spend the summer singing for Jesus or for more
information visit celebrants.org.

2019 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP
The graph displays collections
of
contributions
through
September 30, 2019 compared to
the budgeted amount to that
$
DEC 31
point. We are still holding at
403,550.
almost 81% of contributions
NOV 30
collected against the amount
OCT 31
JUL
budgeted to this date. We are
supported entirely by voluntary
SEP 30
JUN 30$302,662.50
giving. Our outside activities and
AUG 31
functions are a small portion of
$
JUL 31
our income and are not intended 243,654.55
to provide support. They are
JUN 30
intended to be an outreach of the
MAY 31
Kingdom of God. We appreciate
APR 30
your donations toward our
ministry together as a body of
MAR 31
Christ. Please prayerfully consider
FEB 28
what the Lord would have you
JAN 31
give.
Like many of you I am dealing
with several friends, family and
church family members through
illness, death and troubled times.
Sometimes it is diﬃcult to ﬁnd comfort and peace while
dealing with sadness, grief, fear and anger. Mix all those
emotions up with our bodies and minds on overdrive along
with a lack of sleep and interrupted life and it's simply
overwhelming. I'm ashamed to say that sometimes in the
depth of the dysfunction I can't even ﬁnd words to pray.
That's what the Holy Spirit is for to speak for us when we're
not able to. It's also a time to immerse ourselves in the Word.
Perhaps we cannot ﬁnd our own words but we can read the
words written for us in every situation. He is there for us so
access His power in any way you can!
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I
have overcome the world.” – John 16:33
Song for the month with the volume turned way up!
“You Cannot Be Stopped”
by Phil Wickham and Chris Quilala
“Mover of mountains
Breaker of chains
Jesus has triumphed
Over the grave
Sing hallelujah
The battle is won
Nothing can stand
Against our God”
– Prepared by Treasurer Patrice Ruble

Youth and Sunday
SchooL Activities
Katelynn Overbay 11/6
Ruzanna Petrosyan 11/18
Amelie Bressette 11/12
Shania Guiba 11/30
Eric Petrosyan 11/14
“May you be blessed by the Lord,
the Maker of Heaven and earth.
Psalm 115:15, NIV

Preschool and Kindergarten students recently had a fun time as they
learned about the disciples having breakfast with Jesus.

•••••
November Sunday School Information
Our unit theme for November is “God’s Awesome
Power” and we are going to be learning about Abraham
and Sarah, Moses and King David.
•	Nov. 3:	Regular Sunday School AND Missions Project
Sunday
•	Nov. 10: Regular Sunday School
•	Nov. 17:	In church to dedicate our Shoe Boxes for
Operation Christmas Child and worship.
• Nov. 24: Regular Sunday School – Thanksgiving Sunday
•••••
Mighty Memorizers
Mighty Memorizers don’t forget- you can say
your verse at church on Sunday or call Teacher
Cathy, 285-5780, during the week. If you haven’t
signed up for Mighty Memorizer do so soon!
•••••

Children of all ages are welcome to participate during the “Children’s
Message” portion of the Sunday worship service.

SMALL GROUP: COUPLES
Pilgrim offers a variety of small group ministeries to help
you get connected to other parishioners for fellowship and
learning. For more information and the meeting schedule
of these groups, please see the calendar on page 7 or
contact the church office, 559-229-2915.

WITH SYMPATHY
Colin Jon Kooyumjian passed away on October 9, 2019
Condolences to his mother Doris; sister Dawn;
and daughters Lauren, Victoria and Chloe
•••••
WITH SYMPATHY
Sandy Janigian passed away on October 19, 2019
Condolences to her husband Gerald (Jerry);
her children Dena and husband Christopher,
Darren and Carol; and grandchildren,
Remy, Nadia, Eternity, Christian and Kaitlin.

Thank you
PACC for purchasing our new copier!

wELCOME, BIBLE STUDY
FELLOWSHIP

Every Monday and Friday evening Pilgrim Church
welcomes Bible Study Fellowship, an in-depth,
interdenominational Bible study that helps people know
God and equips them to effectively serve the Church
throughout the world. While the group is comprised – in
large part by men – there are studies involving all ages
using every available space on the Pilgrim campus. Pilgrim
is happy to be apart of this mission to learn God’s Word.

Harvt
BANQUET

2019
Our annual harvest banquet took
place on Saturday October 19. It
was a fabulous evening of good
food, entertainment and
fellowship. We enjoyed delicious
mezza followed by a filet kebab
dinner expertly prepared by our
Pilgrim grilling crew and
wonderful dessert prepared by
some of the ladies of Dorcas Guild.
The entertainment was provided
by PACC's Men's Ensemble, which
was directed by Oscar Luna. Our
speaker, Dr. Abraham Terian, spoke
about the Harvest Banquet in Bible
times. It was a very informative
lecture which challenged us, as
Armenians, to look back fondly at
our rich history with gratitude for
all our blessings.
In all, 243 people were fed about
20 youth volunteers helped serve
dinner and clean up. Thank you to
all who contributed to making the
2019 Harvest Banquet a great
success.

– Gary Eritzian

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
PILGRIM CHURCH

11:00amWORSHIP

Fellowship Time-Dorcas Guild
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

10
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday
School, Sanctuary/Classroom

11:00amWORSHIP

Fellowship Time-Deacons

Service Mission to Paradise
17
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday
School, Sanctuary

11:00amWORSHIP

Fellowship Time-Men’s Forum
1-3 pm Sunday Funday
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group
6:00 pm Old Movie Nigh,
Kuppajoe

24
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am .Elem. Sunday
School, Sanctuary//Classroom

11:00 am WORSHIP
Thanksgiving Sunday
Communion Sunday

3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

5

6:00 pm Working Women’s
Bible Study, Applebee’sCedar/Herndon
6:30 pm Trustees, Budget
Meeting, Fireside Room
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

Badveli Nerses is off on
Vacation
11
9:00 am Dorcas Guild,
Chorag Baking
10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Executive Board Meeting,
Library
5:00 p.m. BSF
6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship,
Room 8

12

6

7

Executive Board Meeting,
Yosemite Falls
10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Bible Study, Fireside Room
11:00 am Dorcas Guild
General Meeting/ Luncheon,
Social Hall
5;00 pm Men’s Forum Food
Bank

6:00 pm BSF, Fellowship Hall

13

14

7:00 am Men’s Forum

6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal, Sanctuary

19
10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Library

6:00 pm Working
Women’s Bible Study,
Applebee’sCedar/Herndon
6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship,
Room 8

7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room
7:00 pm Deacons, CE
Building

25

20

Overflow Room
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

2

10:00 am Funeral Service

for Sandy Janigian
11:30am Memorial Service
for Sandy Janigian, PACC
Sanctuary

AEYF Fall Conference, Orange County
8
9
9:00 am Men’s Forum
7:00 am TGIF Bible
Breakfast , Social Hall
Study, Fireside Room

15

16

22

23

5:30-7:00 am BSF,
Fellowship Hall

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

21
5:30-7:00 am BSF,
Fellowship Hall

12:45 pm Dorcas Guild
Circle, Overflow Room

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room
7:00 pm Young Couples’
Night, Kuppajoe

26
10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Library

SATURDAY

Service Mission to Paradise

6:30 pm CE Committee,
Office
7:00 pm Bible Study,
Saliba’s

6:30 pm Joint Trustees/Council
Meeting
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due

6:30 pm Family Night,
Social Hall

1

Badveli Nerses is off on
Vacation

10:00 am. Women’s Bible Study,
Library

18

5:00 pm BSF

FRIDAY

November 2019

9:30 am Dorcas Guild Set up for
Luncheon
10:00 am. Women’s Bible Study,
Library

5:00 pm BSF
6:30 pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship, Room 8

THURSDAY

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

4

3
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School,
Sanctuary/Classroom

WEDNESDAY

27
9:30-2:30 pm Facility
Rented (Vera Kaufman),
Social Hall/Overflow

28

THANKSGIVING
Office/FLC Closed

29

THANKSGIVING
Office/FLC Closed

30

Be there
or be a
turkey!

RSVP: Chuch Office: 559-229-2915

For the potluck last name, begins:
A-G: bring salads/appetizers
H-M: bring entreés/main dishes
N-Z: bring desserts

Bring your favorite
game to play

Monday, Nov. 25 • 6:30p
Potluck & games
in the social hall
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