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A Message from Pastor Nerses Balabanian

Be Anxious For… Nothing
Luke 12:22-31
Welcome to the year
2020. How fast did 2019
fly by! This is a new year, in
fact, a new decade. Are you
ready to start the New Year,
the new decade? I don’t
think we have a choice. This
is it. I think the question is
how do we face the daily
challenges of the coming
year?
Jesus knew that we
would worry about life.
He said to his disciples:
“Therefore I tell you, do not
worry about your life, what
you will eat; or about your
body, what you will wear. Life is more than food, and the
body more than clothes” (Luke 12:22-23). Does this mean
we should not have any concerns about the needs of our
daily life?
Let us look at this passage in context. Please note that Jesus
starts his sentence with the word “therefore.” It means the
preceding verses (13-21) are related to what he was saying.
Jesus spoke about a person who wanted him to become the
judge and tell that man’s brother to divide the inheritance
with him. Jesus refused to be the judge —not that he could
not do it—of course he could. God is our supreme judge.
But Jesus was interested in the motivation of this person
who did not care about his relationship with his brother.
In this context, Jesus gave the example of a rich fool who
did not acknowledge that material possessions were gifts
from God. He thought he owned everything, including his
possessions and his soul. In his self-centeredness, he lost
everything. After teaching about these truths, Jesus said,
“Therefore I tell you do not worry about your life.”
Worry is an epidemic in our society. Let me quote some
famous words about worry: “Worry is nothing more than
borrowed trouble.” “Worry is unbelief in disguise.”

According to Jesus, The
first reason why believers
should not be anxious is
given in verse 23.
“Life is more than food,
and the body more than
clothes.”
I don’t think God is
uninterested in clothing
us. In Genesis, after the
Fall, God clothed Adam
and Eve. God is our
provider, JEHOVAH-JIREH
(Yahweh Yara): “The Lord
will Provide, will see, will
answer” (Gen. 22:14).
Yet, Jesus wants us to
look beyond those material
things. God will provide more than material things.
The second reason why believers should not be anxious
is in verses 24.
“Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have
no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much
more valuable you are than birds!”
Indeed, as we look at our lives, let us not forget the Grace
that was offered by His Son Jesus, who was born like a baby
like us to enlighten our dark world. He became like us and
then he died on the cross so we can find salvation from sin
through His Grace. We are valuable to God. God does not
want anyone to be lost.
“This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all
men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
(1 Tim. 2:3-4)
The third reason why believers should not be anxious is
in verse 25.
“Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his
life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you
worry about the rest?”
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UPCOMING
2020 PACC Events

Badveli Nerses Message:

New Year and Armenian
Christmas Sunday..... January 5

Continued from page 1

Founders’ Day Banquet
................... Sunday, January 26
Dorcas Guild Sunday
................................ February 9
Vartanantz Commemoration
.............. Thursday, February 20
(Holy Trinity)
PACC Family Retreat (Bass Lake)
......................... February 21-23
World Day of Prayer
.....................Saturday, March 7
AEUNA Pastors Retreat
............................. March 17-19
Christian Women of First Street
.......................Thursday, April 2
Palm Sunday..................... April 5
Maundy Thursday............. April 9
Easter Sunday................. April 12
Genocide Commemoration
Gathering..........Friday, April 24
Annual Evensong............ April 26
Merchants Lunch
.....................Thursday, April 30
..................... and Friday, May 1
Mother’s Day
.........................Sunday, May 10
Memorial Day PACC & FAPC Joint
Picnic.............. Monday, May 25
PACC Annual Meeting.......... June
Graduation/Acolyte
Elevation........... Sunday, June 7
Summer Student
Mission Trip...................... June
Father’s Day....... Sunday, June 21
AEUNA Biennial
(Philadelphia).......... June 25-28
Vacation Bible School. July 13-17
Rally (Renewal)
Sunday............... September 13
Harvest Banquet
................ Saturday, October 17
Harvest Festival
.................. Sunday, October 27
Thanksgiving Sunday
............................November 22
Congregational
Budget Meeting.... December 6
Christmas Worship Celebration
Sunday................ December 20
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
............Thursday, December 24

Be Anxious for Nothing
“Worry does not relieve tomorrow of
its stress, it merely empties today of its
strength.”
God is in charge. Relax and live the life
that He wants you to live.
The key verse is verse 31.
“But seek his kingdom, and these things
will be given to you as well.”
Seeking the kingdom of God means
giving priority to God in your daily life
matters.

Look back at the year 2019. Ask yourself
these questions.
“Did my life glorify God?
Did I obey His will?
Did I have an intimate relationship with
Him?
Did I become a blessing to the ‘unknown
other’”?
Now also you can start the year saying:
“God, I dedicate the New Year to you. May
I glorify you in my daily life, may I obey
you every day, may I continue my intimate
relationship with you, and may I be a
blessing to “others”.
Welcome to the New Year 2020. Happy
New Year to all of you!

2019 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP
For where your Treasure is, there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21
The graph displays collections of contributions through
November 30, 2019 compared to the budgeted amount to
that point. We are at 79% of where we should be at this
$
DEC 31
403,550.
time, a shortage of over $77,000.00. Thank you to all who
NOV 30
attended our annual budget meeting. We always appre- JLJUN0$369,920.84
ciate the input and interaction of the congregation. I enOCT 31
$
courage you to ask questions throughout the year and as
292,872.43.
SEP 30
I mentioned I am always happy to meet you at the church
office to discuss any concerns. We voted on a budget as
AUG 31
a church and it is important that we all support that deJUL 31
cision. That is the business part of our church home and
all members need to be instrumental in achieving it’s purJUN 30
pose. There is a more important element to the financial
MAY 31
workings of the church body, too, and that is tithing. As
APR 30
Christians we understand that everything, EVERYTHING
comes from God. We are stewards of the resources, opMAR 31
portunities and blessings He fills our life with. In thankFEB 28
fulness we return a portion of what already is His. This is
a biblical principal that we all should strive to understand
JAN 31
and learn more about our responsibility toward. I leave
you with the same verse I wrote a year ago. Spend time
in His word looking for more verses on tithing. As we start
the new year let us prayerfully come before our Father to establish our way of giving back
to Him what is already His.
“Then Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If God will be with me and will watch over me on this
journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely
to my father’s household, then the Lord will be my God and this stone that I have set up as
a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.’”
– Genesis 28: 20-22
– Prepared By Treasurer Patrice Ruble

Youth and Sunday SchooL
Activities
Kyse Dorough 1/2

Youth CAROLING

Alyssa Mosesian 1/8

““May you be blessed by the Lord,
the Maker of Heaven and earth.”
Psalm 115:15, NIV
•••••
January Sunday School Information
Sunday January 5: in Church for Armenian Christmas
and the FIRST SUNDAY of worship in 2020!
Sunday School Resumes on Sunday January 12
During the month of January we will be learning
about Moses, how God provided for his people, the
Israelites and about how God is a POWERFUL and
LOVING GOD. Join us every Sunday for a fantastic Bible
Lesson and fun activities.
•••••
Happy Birthday Jesus Party: December 15

•••••
Mighty Memorizers don’t forget:
you can say your verse at church on Sunday
or call Teacher Cathy at 285-5780 during the
week. If you haven’t signed up for Mighty
Memorizer do so soon!

WITH SYMPATHY

Pilgrim Church Council members extend their
deepest condolences to the family and friends of Roxie
Haydostian Jizmejian who passed away on December
7, 2019
•••••
Pilgrim Church Council members extend their
deepest condolences to the family of Victoria
Avakian Boornazian who passed away on December
16, 2019; Daughter: Kathy Chortanian; Son-in-law:
Edward Chortanian; Grandsons: Jonathan and James
Chortanian

Christmas Celebration 2019

C

hristmas morning service was a beautiful celebration starting with the lighting of the Advent candles of
hope, joy, peace, and love by the Gregory Family. The Christmas candle was lit by the Samuelian and
Blanks families in honor of the birth of the Blanks’ baby, Jensen. Through the narration by Jim and Tami
Garry, the Christmas story was brought to life with the appearance of Mary (Elyse Jaramishian), Elizabeth
(Armine Olkova), Joseph (Alex Jaramishian), and the shepherds and sheep (our wonderful Pilgrim Sunday
School children). All throughout the service, there was joyful singing of Christmas hymns accompanied by the
PACC praise band and organist Faye Delong. Badveli shared the word of God with the message entitled, God
Has a Face. The service ended with the long-held tradition of the choir and congregation singing the Hallelujah
Chorus. On this Christmas Sunday, we came before God in praise and celebration, because the newness and
possibility that God has brought to us through the birth of Jesus Christ.

Baby Boomers Celebrate Christmas!
December 7th marked the first gathering
of the “Pilgrim Baby Boomers” group at PACC.
Our “young” baby boomers had a groovy time
getting to know one another and participating
in Boomer Bingo and What’s My Line games.
Over 40 of us shared an out of sight dinner and
visiting with each other. The evening ended
with singing Christmas Carols accompanied by
Badveli Nerses on his accordion. So don’t be a
square and stay posted for more gatherings of
PACC baby boomers in 2020 and stay cool man!
– Submitted by Karen Jaramishian

Men’s Forum Shares Christmas with
Evangel Home

The Bible commands us to love our neighbors as
ourselves. That is what the Men’s Forum has been
doing for the Evangel Home for the past 19 years.
The men gathered in the church kitchen to prepare a Christmas feast consisting of baked ham, rice
pilaf, green beans, yams and ice cream for dessert.
With smiles and food in hand, the men and volunteers arrived at the Evangel Home, where they were
greeted by Volunteer Coordinator, Jessica Lusk.
Jessica gathered the mothers and children for the
delicious Christmas meal; and Edward Saliba gave
the greeting on behalf of Pilgrim Church. While the
residents enjoyed their dinner, Badveli Nerses entertained them with Christmas carols on the accordion.
Following the meal, Santa Claus made a special trip
from the North Pole and surprised the children, each
of whom sat on his lap and shared their Christmas
wishes. Santa gave each child a candy cane, a $25 gift
card provided by the Men’s Forum, and a stocking
filled with goodies prepared by the Pilgrim Sunday
School children. The Men’s Forum is appreciative to
Sunday School Superintendent, Cathy Cholakian, for
this labor of love.
– Submitted by Ed Saliba

5

12
9:30 am Adult Sunday
School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday
School, Sanc/Classroom
11:00 am WORSHIP
Fellowship TimeGladys/Lorraine Peters
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group
19
9:30 am Adult Sunday
School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday
School, Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship Time- Phyllis
Branche/ Richard & Linda
Matoian
1-3 p.m. Sunday Funday
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group
26
9:30 am Adult Sunday
School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday
School, Sanc/Classroom
11:00 am WORSHIP
Founders’ Day Banquet
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

HOLY COMMUNION
Pantry Sunday
9:30 am Adult Sunday
School
11:00amWORSHIP/
Armenian Christmas
Fellowship Time-Dorcas
Guild

SUNDAY

28
10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6
6:30 pm Council Meeting

27

6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship,
Room 8

6:30 pm Trustees, Library
7:00 pm Deacons, CE
7:00 pm CE Committee,
Fellowship Room

21
10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

20

6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship,
Room 8

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due

Martin Luther King
Day-Office Is Closed

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

7

14
10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

6

TUESDAY
1

15

29

22

12:45 pm Dorcas Guild
Circle, Overflow Room

6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

8

New Year’s Day
Office GFLC Closed

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9

2

16

7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

30

7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room
23

11:00 am Memorial
Service for Roxie
Jizmejian followed
Luncheon at the Social
Hall

7:00 pm Home Bible
Study, Fireside Room
7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

Happy & Blessed New Year

13

10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Executive Board
Meeting, Library

Armenian Christmas
Office Is Closed

MONDAY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
3

17

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

31

24

7:00 pm Young Couples’
Night, Kuppajoe

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

10

9:30 am Set up for Dorcas
Guild Luncheon

7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

FRIDAY

4

25

18

11

10:00 am Tabitha
Circle, Fireside Room
11:00 am Dorcas Guild
Armenian Christmas
Potluck Luncheon,
Social Hall

SATURDAY

January 2020
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FOUNDERS’ DAY

Celebration
1901 … 2020

celebrate 119 years of
breaking bread together as a pilgrim family.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2020
Immediately following the Sunday Worship service • 12:30 pm
pilgrim Armenian
congregational church social hall
3673 North First Street, Fresno California 93726

entertainment featuring:

Tim Ketenjian
“Faithful Through It All”
$
25, adult • $10 (children age 12 and under) • Reservations: Donna Robinson, 559-260-0205
For more information, contact the office at (559) 229.2915 or email office@pilgrimchurch.com

