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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN

The Prince of Peace

During the Advent season, we wait for the coming our
Lord Jesus Christ. However, it sometimes becomes pretty
challenging to focus on Christ when the world around us is
all about “the Christmas Marketplace.”
Jesus has many names and attributes. One of his names
is Prince of Peace.
For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe
wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
(Luke 2:11-14)
Is there any peace in the world? There are organizations
who try to bring peace between people, or nations. I admire
their work, yet they are not seeing that the main problem

is somewhere else. Jesus knows that we live in a broken
world where peace has disappeared. In this world, sin has
alienated humans from God and from each other. Sin has
destroyed relationships: Adam and Eve’s relationship with
God, followed by Cain and Abel’s relationship with each
other. Sin has bankrupted us of our relationships; sin has
stolen the peace between God and humans, and as a result,
between human and human as well.
Therefore in this Advent season why don’t we contemplate on one of the attributes of Jesus: Prince of PEACE? In
fact, I would like to tie this with the beatitudes that Jesus
taught to his disciples. Eight beatitudes that every Christian
needs to embrace. One of those beatitudes is about the
peacemakers.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God.” (Matthew 5:9 ESV)
What do we mean when we talk about peace?
Please notice, it is not just about peace-lovers, peace-admires, or pro-peace individuals, NO. Jesus is emphasizing,
“Blessed are the peacemakers.”
Everyone talks about peace, and they mean it well, mostcontinued on next page
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ly external peace, the absence of war and enmity. The peacemaking we’re talking about
is not about stopping violence; it is about
changing hearts. We cannot have genuine external peace without solving the root of the
problem. Unfortunately, the world does not
deal with human sin. Who can cure that disease? The Prince of Peace who is the source
of peace.
Jesus said at the end of his earthly ministry:
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let
them be afraid. (John 14:27 ESV)
In order to understand what peace he is
talking about, we need to accept Christ as
Savior, Redeemer and Peacemaker. He is the
Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). On His birth we
sing the phrase “on earth peace among men”
(Luke 2:14). He is peace, PERIOD, and he can
give us peace. That is the source of finding
peace with God, with ourselves.
Paul said: “For he himself is our peace,
who has made us both one and has broken
down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.” (Ephesians 2:14 ESV)
The word Jesus used about peace is shalom,
salam in Arabic or Aramaic. Shalom is not just
peace. When we greet someone “peace be with
you”, we desire wholeness and overall wellbeing of the person. You wish well to person’s
welfare, peace, health, good relationships
and so on. One Jewish scholar says this about
shalom: “It’s a comprehensive concept that
signifies peace, joy, freedom, reconciliation,
community, harmony, righteousness, truth,
communication, humanity.” 1
“In Hebrew peace is never only a negative
state; it never means only the absence of
trouble…. It means everything which makes
for a person’s highest good.”2
How wonderful it is to greet everyone with
a peace greeting. How wonderful it will be
that when we see each other and we wish
them well-being in totality.
1. The Peacemaker has to have INNER
PEACE with God
Before being a peacemaker, one has to
have that inner peace that only God can give
us. Only Christ can do this: “Since we have

been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans
5:1) (Amen)
This is the foundation. Without having that
inner peace, our souls are restless. I don’t
think one can be a peacemaker without enjoying God’s peace in their heart. So as a result
of God’s work in us, we can be called peacemakers.
2. Peacemakers are active
“If possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all.” (Romans 12:18ESV)
My heart breaks when I don’t live in peace
with others. I have people who don’t want to
talk with me. I am sad about this. I do pray
that God will open the door for making peace.
“Strive for peace with everyone, and for the
holiness without which no one will see the
Lord.” (Hebrews 12:14 ESV)
Strive for peace; endeavor for peace…God
has His part and we have our part in bringing
His peace in our relationships. I believe not
everyone will be ready to accept the peace of
God. Not everyone is ready to have peace.
3. Peacemakers are NOT compromisers of
their beliefs
-Peacemakers are not the people who
would compromise their foundational beliefs for the sake of peace. A great example
is Vartan Mamigonian. A more recent example of this is the Armenian (Christians) pastors
of Iran who were executed for their beliefs in
the last few decades. -Peacemakers and not
appeasers (peace at any price).
4. Peacemakers build the body
Paul says more in Romans about pursuing
peace. “So then let us pursue what makes for
peace and for mutual upbuilding.” (Romans
14:19ESV)
Our peacemaking should build the body of
Christ. Our peacemaking should help us live
Christ-centered, righteous lives with EACH
Other. Peacemakers are essential for community life. Something that we are losing in the
US where people live alone, even Christians.
5. Peacemaking is God’s work not ours.
Jesus comes into our lives, and that can
help us be peacemakers. We will be instruments of peacemaking. I was reading about
a Sister called Rosemary Lynch, a Franciscan
nun who spent all her life in peacemaking.
She chose not to call herself a “peacemaker.”
Instead, she said she was “in the service of
continued on next page
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peace.” She says, “None of us can
make peace. Peace is God’s gift.
But we can serve God’s peace.”
6. Peacemakers will be called
sons of God
“Son of” is a Hebrew (and Arabic) expression meaning “partaking of the nature of.” It reminds
me of the expression “like father,
like son.” Barnabas was called Son
of Encouragement” (Acts 4:36) because it was his nature to encourage others. “Sons of God” implies
those who partake of the nature
of God.
This is an identity issue. We
look at Jesus, and we want to be
like him. We learn from God the
Father, and we become, like Him,
a father for our children.
Illustration: My son Azad loves
creating new things, video, story,
music and so on. He loves to see
that his father approves of his
productions. “Dad, see what I am
doing…” (He does not say it out
loud).
God wants to hear from us: “Father, watch me as I go out and participate in peacemaking. I cannot
bring peace. You are the source of
peace. Let me serve it to others.”
Application:
Are you overwhelmed?
The good news is that peacemaking is God’s work, not yours.
In this Advent season, please slow
down and examine your life and
wait for the coming of Jesus.
Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give to you. Not as the
world gives do I give to you. Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
Amen
1. Pinchas Lapide, The Sermon on the
Mount: Utopia or Program for Action?
pp.34-35
2. William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible
(Matthew ) p 108

DECEMBER 8

BUDGET MEETING

The PACC Budget Meeting is scheduled for December 8, 2019
following morning worship for the purpose of approving the 2020
Budget and other items that may pertain to the well-being of
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church facilities and its ministry.

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

On November 12, 2019, the Council
met in a joint meeting with the Board of
Trustees.
The purpose of the meeting was to
ratify the 2020 Proposed Budget presented by the Treasurer, Patrice Ruble,
on behalf of the Board of Trustees.
Following the Treasurer’s presentation and the entertaining of amendments, the budget was approved. The
Proposed Budget will be presented to
the congregation for final approval at
the December 8, 2019 Congregational
Meeting.
The Council continued its meeting,
covering various items related to
the life of the church. Each Board or
Committee presented their report; and

Badveli Nerses reported on the activities
planned for the Holiday Season through
the end of the year. It was also a blessing
to receive the report from Badveli Kevin,
regarding the work of the youth during
their second mission trip to Paradise,
California.
In closing, I am grateful to God for our
pastors and the members of the Council, who work diligently to glorify God
through Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church.
“As it is, there are many parts,
but one body.”
– 1 Corinthians 12:20 NIV
– by Moderator Edward Saliba

Join the PACC Young Couples and Families
to the Living Nativity in Riverdale, CA
Sunday, December 22

Meet at PACC at 5 pm to drive together
For reservations, sign-up after the worship service December 8 and 15
or call the church office 229-2915.

2019 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP

The graph displays collections of
contributions through October 31,
2019 compared to the budgeted
amount to that point. Basically we
have only collected the budgeted
$
DEC 31
403,550.
amount almost through August. As
you might imagine, the last couple of
NOV 30
months have been very tight
OCT 31
JLJUN 30$336,291.67
ﬁnancially for the church. We have
SEP 30
had to watch our bottom line very
carefully since August through
AUG 31
November to date. We have also $
261,666.55.
JUL 31
turned it over to our Lord for answers
JUN 30
and help. As we approach the last
month of the year He has answered
MAY 31
our prayers and our bottom line is
APR 30
beginning to rise. We still need help to
MAR 31
meet the daily, weekly and monthly
needs of our church home. Please
FEB 28
consider this when seeking His help
JAN 31
for guidance in your ﬁnances.
After a stress-ﬁlled and challenging
fall I recently escaped from everything. I was surrounded by
God's glorious creation of earth, sea and sky. Every day was like
a landscape I somehow imagine heaven might be. (My heaven
ALWAYS includes a daily bowl of pilaf with the crusty part and
some juicy tomato concoction poured over it that will not go
straight to my thighs!) I was with my best friend and we solved
all the world's problems, all our own, laughed, cried, thanked
God for EVERYTHING and then had a delicious dinner every
night. Anything I took with me to accomplish in my down time
came back with me undone. Complete unplug. Needless to say I
was not happy coming home from this gift of time in paradise.
But then I remembered it was Christmas. And Christmas is all
about gifts. Not the ones you receive, not even the ones you give
but the one gift that is unfathomable; the gift of Jesus. God sent
His precious Son as a gift of life to each of us. He is a gift we can
not earn nor do we deserve but nonetheless God demonstrated
the kind of love we all should have and sent Jesus as our savior.
There is no better gift. Accept God’s gift, welcome in His Son,
praise the Kings of Kings!
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.” Isaiah 9:6
Everyone should be singing through December with joy,
adulation and to the glory of our Lord. Get excited and sing loud.
And if you’re getting cozy at home watch a great Christian
movie. Try Fireproof, The Grace Card, War Room, Courageous or
All Saints (Badveli recommended this one earlier this year).
Merry Christmas, a Blessed New Year and good health to enjoy
the merry and the blessings throughout 2020.
– Prepared by Treasurer Patrice Ruble

YOUTH AND SUNDAY
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
Milana Petrosyan 12/1
Caleb Kasper 12/7

Eternity Jones 12/29
Armine Israyelyan 12/30

“May you be blessed by the Lord,
the Maker of Heaven and earth.
Psalm 115:15, NIV
•••••
DECEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL INFORMATION
During the month of December we will learn about
how God’s word – the Bible – is true and how the
prophets predicted Jesus’s birth.
• Sunday, December 1: Regular Sunday School
• Sunday, December 8: Regular Sunday School
• Sunday, December 15: Happy Birthday Jesus Party
during Sunday School/After church rehearsal for
Christmas Sunday
• Saturday, December 21: Rehearsal for Christmas
Sunday – time to be announced
• Sunday, December 22: Christmas Sunday – In church
and participating in worship service
• Sunday, December 29: Christmas Break – No Sunday
School – worship in church
•••••
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY DECEMBER 22
Sunday School friends, we will be participating in
the Christmas Sunday worship service on December
22. In order to perfect our part we will have a
rehearsal AFTER church on December 15, lunch will be
provided, and another possible rehearsal on Saturday,
December 21, time to be announced.
•••••
MIGHTY MEMORIZERS don’t forget: you can
say your verse at church on Sunday or call
Teacher Cathy at 285-5780 during the
week. If you haven’t signed up for Mighty
Memorizer do so soon!
BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Chris and Rachael Bennett
on the birth of their son Gavin Emory Bennett
Born November 2, 2019
Grandfather: Daniel Koomjian
•••••
Congratulations to Jason & Jill Blanks
on the birth of their son
Jensen Richard Lance Blanks
Born on November 10, 2019
Grandparents: George and Rose Marie Samuelian,
Jerry and Babs Blanks.

Men’s Forum Breakfast November 9, 2019

PACC Men’s Forum Volunteered at the
Central Valley Food Bank (CVFB)
On Wednesday, November 6, 2019, a group from the
Men’s Forum carpooled to the Central Valley Food Bank, to
help prepare food for community distribution. The group
arrived at 5:00 p.m. and registered along with 50 other
individuals from various churches and organization.
Jobelle Duka, Volunteers Manager, gave a brief
introduction regarding the Food Bank. She stated that
approximately 280,000 people are served with food
distribution per month, including schools and the meal
recovery programs.
After the introduction, the volunteers were divided
into two groups, YELLOW AND ORANGE. The Men’s Forum
was part of the orange group. Our task was to pack boxes
containing juice, soup, rice, kidney beans, milk and more.
The Orange Team pack 486 boxes in two hours, to be
distributed in December.
The Men’s Forum volunteers felt their service to the Food
Bank was a satisfying and heart-warming. It was agreed the
Men’s Forum would return to serve the Central Valley Food
Bank again in the future.
– Submitted by Edward Saliba

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD

Men’s Forum welcomed our guests the Dorcas Guild on
to our annual breakfast meeting. We had a wonderful turnout of approximately 50 people. Breakfast was served at
9:00 a.m. buffet style. Our
menu consisted of pancakes,
egg casserole, bacon , potatoes, fruit and pastries. We
surprised Hal & Sandy Avakian for the dedication that
Hal and family served for so
many years on the Men’s
Forum. Beautiful Bulldog
blankets were given to both
Hal & Sandy from the Men’s
Forum. Dr. AI Howsepian, a
psychiatrist at the Veterans Hospital, Fresno, was the guest
speaker. He spoke of his adventure of becoming a doctor of
mental health. His commitment and faith for Christ helped
him choose his path. What a wonderful testimony of God’s
power. Badveli closed with a wonderful prayer.
– Submitted by Leonard Kizirian, Men’s Forum President

Members of the
Sunday School
shoebox packing
crew smile after
filling 24 shoeboxes
for Operation
Christmas Child.

PACC Church Families
thank you for supporting
Sunday School’s Operation
Christmas Child Mission Project.
As a church, we donated 122
shoeboxes to Operation Christmas Child.
It has been well documented from children all over
the world that receiving something as simple as
a toothbrush, books and some toys can change a
child’s life. The Gospel booklet that is handed out
to the children in their own language when given
the shoebox often leads to them accepting Christ
and evangelizing to their entire family. Once again
Sunday School is grateful for the outpouring of love
that came from our congregation to support this
Dedication Sunday Operation Christmas Child 2019 November 17.
VERY SPECIAL MISSION PROJECT.
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HELP SUPPORT PACC YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2020

DRIED FRUIT SALES

A Great Christmas Gift!

Assorted dried fruit or mixed nut trays • Bulk dried fruit options • White & Dark Almond Bark • Assorted mixed nut trays
Visit the Youth Mission table after Sunday worship to place your order or call the church office, 559-229-2915
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4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service, Sanctuary

6:30 pm Trustees, Library
7:00 pm Deacons, CE

5:00 pm BSF

6:00 pm Working
Women’s Bible Study

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Library

WEDNESDAY

25
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7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

12:00 pm PACC Staff/
Volunteers Christmas
Luncheon

7:00 pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

THURSDAY

26
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7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

5:00-7:00 am BSF
7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

5:00-7:00 am BSF
7:00 am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

FRIDAY

27
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6:00 pm PACC Baby
Boomers, Overflow
Room

Tabitha Circle

SATURDAY

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Christmas Day
Office/FLC Are Closed

11:30 am Dorcas Guild
Circle, Overflow Room

7:00 am Men’s Forum
Executive Board Meeting,
Yosemite Falls

December 2019

10:00 am Women’s Bible Study,
Library

6:00 pm Working Women’s
Bible Study

11:00 am Dorcas Guild,
Luncheon, Fort Washington
Country Club

Pilgrim’s Progress
Article Due
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6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship,
Room 8

5:00 pm BSF

10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Executive Board Meeting,
Library

5:00 pm BSF
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11:00 am Worship

TUESDAY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
PILGRIM CHURCH

MONDAY

Advent # 4
Christmas Celebration
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
5:00 p.m. Young Couples’ &
Families trip to the Living
Nativity
29

1:30 pm Sunday Funday
3:30 pm Youth Group/Carolling

Advent # 3
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School
(Sanc./Classroom)
11:00 am Worship

3:30 pm Youth Group/ Go Karts
15

12:00 p m Congregational
Meeting

11:00 am Worship Fellowship
Time-Music & Choir

Advent # 2
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Elem. Sunday School
(Sanc./Classroom)

1:30 pm Sunday Funday

Advent # 1
10:00 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Fellowship
Time-Dorcas Guild
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