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A Message from Pastor Nerses Balabanian
Luke 23:32-43
During the six hours
Jesus was hanging on the
cross, he made seven different statements. These
are his last words before
he died. We all take very
seriously the last words
of a dying person, a family
member, a friend, or a
close person, right? How
much more we should
pay attention to Jesus’
words? They are treasured
by believers as the Seven
Words from the Cross, or the Sayings of Jesus on the cross.
You may think that these are the words of a man who is
dying in the most horrible way. I don’t think so. In these
sayings, we hear Jesus opening his heart to us and to his
Father. We hear words of sorrow and comfort, words of
pain and encouragement, words of purpose and love.
In this short message, I’ll take the second saying: “Truly,
I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke
23:43 ESV)
In his first saying, Jesus prayed to his Father for the
forgiveness of those who didn’t know what were they
doing. How considerate is our Lord. Even in his greatest
pain, he prayed and asked for forgiveness for the people
who were blind and could see the truth. His prayer declared
guilt and offered forgiveness at the same time. As Jesus
prayed this prayer, both criminals were crucified next to
him. They witnessed what had happened to him and they
heard his prayer.
Jesus’ Second Word narrows its focus to one single needy
sinner, a criminal crucified next to him. Does Jesus care for
the whole world? Jesus not only cares the whole world
but he sees each individual, you and me. Jesus is on the
cross. In his pain and agony, he pays attention to these two
individuals who were intentionally crucified next to him. The
authorities wanted to humiliate Jesus. The man on whom
they could not find any criminal charges was executed next
to criminals. Yet, this event was also the fulfillment of the

Old Testament prophecy.
The particular prophecy
that was being fulfilled
is recorded in Isaiah 53
where, among many other
predictions, the prophet
declared that the coming
Suffering Servant of the
Lord was he who “was
n u m b ered wi t h t he
transgressors.”
We read in Isaiah: “and
was numbered with the
transgressors; yet he bore
the sin of many, and makes
intercession for the transgressors.”(Isaiah 53:12b) Who
were those crucified next to him? What we know is that
they were criminals, and it looks like they knew each other
well.
Common things between the two:
Both were in pain. “Two others, who were criminals,
were led away to be put to death with him.” (v32) Both
heard Jesus praying, “Father forgive them.” (v34) Both saw
how the soldiers and the people humiliated Jesus. (v35-36)
Both saw what was written over Jesus’ head: “This is the
King of the Jews.”(v38) Both were criminals and guilty of a
crime. “And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due
reward of our deeds.” (v41) Both wanted to be saved.
How about their differences?
The First Criminal:
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at
him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself
and us!” (Luke 23:39 ESV)
He declares that Jesus is the Christ. If that is true, “Save
yourself and save us.” Let us define the word save: “Do
something, stop this pain and horrible crucifixion and take
us down.” “Give me life, man, give me life…”
We face this today as well. I mentioned before that we
use prayer in the same way we use a “spare wheel.” We
will go to prayer when all options are finished. We will go
to God when we are in pain and suffering. The man is on
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UPCOMING
2020 PACC Events
World Day of Prayer
..................... Saturday, March 7
(Holy Trinity)
AEUNA Pastors Retreat
...................... March 17-19 (LA)
Christian Women of First Street
......... Thursday, April 2 (Dorcas)
Palm Sunday.............. April 5 (CE)
Maundy Thursday..............April 9
(Deacons)
Easter Sunday................. April 12
Genocide Commemoration
Gathering.......... Friday, April 24
Annual Evensong............. Sunday,
April 26 (Music Committee)
Merchants Lunch
......Thursday & Friday, April 30,
May 1 (Trustees)
Mother’s Day
................. Sunday, May 10 (CE)
Memorial Day PACC and FAPC
Joint Picnic..... Monday, May 25
PACC Annual Meeting,..........June
Graduation/Acolyte Elevation
.. Sunday, May 31 or June 7 (CE)
Summer Student Mission Trip
...........................................June
Father’s Day
................. Sunday, June 21 (CE)
AEUNA Biennial (Philadelphia)
................................ June 25-28
Vacation Bible School
.......................... July 13-17 (CE)
Rally (Renewal)
.............. Sunday, September 13
Harvest Banquet............Saturday,
October 3
AMAA & World Council
Meetings............October 22-25
Harvest Festival
........... Sunday, October 27 (CE)
Thanksgiving Sunday
............................ November 22
Congregational Budget Meeting
.............................. December 6
Christmas Worship Celebration
............... Sunday, December 20
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
............ Thursday, December 24

Badveli Nerses Message:
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the cross. Anything is OK just to be saved.
Let me tell you something, God is ready to
listen to us any time. But watch out how
you approach God. This thief, wanted to be
saved. I don’t see any guilt for his sins. This
man did not have the spirit of brokenness,
guilt, penitence, or humility. He was ready
to call Jesus by any name just to save his
skin.
We treat Jesus this way even today. We
live a life without any relationship with him.
We live a life where God is not our God.
Then suddenly in our pain and suffering
we remember that we can approach God
for help. Let me tell you, God is ready to
listen to you cry out even then. But, how
do you approach him? How genuine is your
approach?
The Second Criminal
But the other rebuked him,
saying, “Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence
of condemnation? 41And we indeed
justly, for we are receiving the due
reward of our deeds; but this man
has done nothing wrong.” 42And he
said, “Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom.” (Luke
23:40-42ESV)
What do we see here? Notice that
the man didn’t ask Jesus to stop his
pain, although he would have been in
excruciating pain on the cross. He said,
“Jesus, remember me.” Why? He wanted
more than saving his skin. I see some points
here:
1. It seems he knew about Jesus. He
had either seen him before personally, or
someone had told him. He calls Him by
name.
2. He acknowledged the kingship of
Jesus. “Your kingdom.”
3. He feared God. God was real to him.
He says to his friend: “Do you not fear
God?” Strange, he is a criminal like the
other man, yet he knew something about
God, about respecting God and having awe
towards Him.
4. He admitted they were criminals,
but not Jesus. “We are receiving the due

reward of our deeds; but this man has done
nothing wrong.”
5. He did not just admit, but also
accepted punishment: Do you not fear
God, since you (we) are under the same
sentence of condemnation (justly)? 41 And
we indeed justly… “You’re getting the same
as him. We deserve this…” (the Message)
6. He acknowledged that Jesus was
righteous. “but this man done nothing
wrong…”
7. He asked Jesus to remember him when
He came into His kingdom, so he knew Jesus
was Israel’s long awaited Messiah who was
to be their king.
Both thieves wanted to be saved from
death. But O how differently they sought
their salvation:
1) “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself
and us!”
2) “Jesus, remember when you come
into your kingdom!” There is an infinite
qualitative difference between “Save me!”
and “Save me!” (John Piper)
Application:
1. The invitation is open to everyone.
“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with
me in paradise.” This Word from the Cross
reminds us that the worst sinner may be
saved. Jesus expected to see the second
criminal in paradise. Paradise is a Persian
word means a walled garden. When a
Persian king wanted to honor someone he
would walk with the person in the garden.
The King would be a “companion of the
garden”. How beautiful is this picture.
Jesus is not just accepting this man; he is
saying “TODAY you will be with me as my
companion.” The invitation is open to all.
2. It’s never late for anyone to be saved.
How tragic is that only one asked to be with
Jesus. It is never too late to ask. Let me warn
you. It is never late, but all invitations have a
limited time on this earth. It can be too late
when one keeps postponing the invitation
of the Lord. No one knows what happens
next in our life. The time of decision came
to both. But only one of them responded.
The other lost the invitation. It was now or
never.
“Today you will be with me in paradise.”
You know why? Because the man asked
that day. That day became TODAY. Today is
God’s day. Do not postpone your surrender
to Him.

MODERATOR’S REPORT

The Council met on Tuesday, January 28, 2020. The
meeting opened with a devotion by the Moderator; and
the opening prayer was offered by Badveli Kevin.
Various items relating to the life of the church were
discussed. Since the Council did not meet in December,
the pastors, and board and committee chairs, presented
their reports for two months – December and January.
Badveli Kevin reported he is planning this year’s youth
mission for June, so it can conclude with attending the
Armenian Evangelical Union/Armenian Evangelical Youth
Fellowship convention in Philadelphia.
Having no new business, the meeting was adjourned
with a prayer by Badveli Nerses.
Praising God for the opportunity to serve Him through
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church.
“As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”
– 1 Corinthians 12:20 NIV
– by Moderator Edward Saliba

Armenian Genocide Essay Competition

The Armenian Genocide Commemorative CommitteeFresno is charged with remembering the Armenian
Genocide 1915-1923 and in educating the community
to prevent future genocidal actions. Therefore, this
competition is designed to ensure that those entering
adulthood are knowledgeable about the facts and are
ready to act so that Genocidal actions cease to exist. High
School and University level students are encouraged to
participate by seriously reflecting upon the prompt and
how it has a personal affect upon themselves.
ENTRANTS:
• This competition is open to all High School and
College/University students
• There will be two awards of $100, give to High School
competition winners
• There will be two awards of $250, give to College/
University competition winners
TIMELINE:
• Open for submissions February 15, 2020
• Submissions close March 27, 2020
• Finalists will be informed by April 10, 2020
• Finalists may be asked to read their piece/or have it
read on April 24, 2020, at the Armenian Genocide
Commemoration at the Armenian Genocide
Monument at Fresno State.
For information, please see Badveli Nerses Balabanian

WITH SYMPATHY

Pilgrim Church Council members extend their
deepest condolences to the family and friends
of Stephen A. Kalemkarian who passed away on
February 13, 2020.

2020 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP

For where your Treasure is, there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21

2020 begins! The graph indicates
the budgeted amount for annual $406,954.16
DEC 31
contributions. It is divided for each
NOV 30
month showing where we should
be at that time. The final amount
JUL
OCT 31
shown is the actual contributions
JUN 30
SEP 30
for the month. We collected 55% of
the amount needed to operate our
MAY 31
AUG 31
church home for January.
JUL 31
The subject of tithing can be
difficult and uncomfortable. Tithing
JUN 30
is important as an act of obedience,
MAY 31
an act of worship and an act of
faithfulness. God’s call to give of our
APR 30
finances is a fulfillment of His law.
MAR 31
Although we may want to, we can’t
pick and choose how we follow God.
FEB 28
The Bible has a plethora of people
$33,912.85
JAN 31
who chose not to obey and suffered $
18,490.20
the consequences of disobedience.
“So tell them, ‘As surely as I live,
declares the Lord, I will do to you the very thing I heard you
say: Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted
hand to make your home...” Numbers 14:28,30 NIV
Everything I have is from God. God blessed me with
intelligence and gifts to work and earn money. God opened
paths and provided opportunities for me to prosper and live
abundantly. God gave us the greatest example of generosity
and love by giving His Son for us! We can’t pay Him back, we
can’t be good enough, we can praise Him, obey Him, thank
Him and above all love Him. Tithing is an act of worship,
we give with open hands and loving hearts to the King who
lavishes gifts upon us.
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and pleasing to God--this is your true and proper worship.”
Romans 12:1 NIV
Tithing is an act of faith. When we chose to believe we
have a good God who will provide for us, we can boldly give
not just out of our excess, but out of our poverty. Like the
widow woman in Luke, we can give sacrificially trusting that
God will use it for His glory.
“’Truly I tell you,’ He said, ‘this poor widow has put in
more than all the others. For they all contributed out of their
surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to
live on.’” Luke 21:3-4 NIV
If we believe in Him, then obedience, trust, and gratitude
should be demonstrated toward our Heavenly Father. We are
called to stewardship and generosity. The truth of God’s great
love should guide us to faithful and joyful stewardship.
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world,
and all who live in it;” Psalms 24:1 NIV
– by Treasurer Patrice Ruble

Youth and Sunday SchooL
Activities
David Adjemian 3/1
Keyln Dorough 3/18
Arman Israyelyan 3/11
Emma Kasper 3/18
Crystal Petrosyan 3/11
Juliette Vasquez 3/26
Matthew Branche 3/13
And Happy Belated Birthday to Mia Branche 2/6 and
David Petrosyan 2/14 whose names were inadvertently
left out of the February Pilgrim’s Progress.
“May you be blessed by the Lord,
the Maker of Heaven and earth.”
Psalm 115:15, NIV
•••••
March Sunday School Information
March 1: In church for worship, Children’s Message
and communion
March 8: Regular Sunday School
March 15: Regular Sunday School
March 22: Regular Sunday School
March 29: Regular Sunday School
During the month of March we will continue our Unit
on how we can trust and love God as we study about
Elijah, the widow and Esther. We will begin a new unit:
Jesus the Great Teacher in the middle of March.

•••••
Sunday School Friends:
Mighty Memorizer has NEW LOOK
If you have not gotten a NEW Mighty
Memorizer Book, pick one up at Sunday School
AND get started on your way to being a Mighty
Memorizer for 2020! Mighty Memorizer is fun, challenging
and A VERY REWARDING WAY to learn God’s Word.

2020 AEUNA / AEYF BIENNIAL

BOLD
LOVE
Crowne Plaza
King of Prussia, PA
June 25-28, 2020
Let us therefore draw near with
boldness to the throne of grace.
Hebrews 4:16

For information and registration, visit:
www.aeuna.org/2020-biennial-assembly

YOUNG COUPLES

Valentine’s Day Party

The young couples
of Pilgrim Church
celebrated their 3rd
Annual Valentine’s Day
dinner. The Overflow
Room was beautifully
decorated. Everyone
enjoyed an exquisite
dinner prepared by the
Men’s Forum. As you
can see in the pictures,
the couples shared a
lot of fun and laughter
around the games.
Our guests for the
evening were a
few couples who
have been married
for a longer time.
They shared their
experiences in
marriage, raising
children, the role of
the church family,
balancing work and
family, and maintaining
a healthy, long-lasting
marriage partnership.
The young couples
meet on a monthly
basis. If you’re
interested in future
events, please contact
the church office at
225-2915.

WEEKLY

LENT SEASON
BIBLE STUDY
Jesus
Keep
Me
Near
The
Cross
Experiencing
the passion
and power
of Easter
edited by Nancy
Guthrie

There is a Bible Study
class time to
fit your schedule –
Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship
Monday, March 9, 16, 23, 30
PACC, Room 8, 6:30pm
Women’s Bible Study
Tuesday, March 10, 17, 24, 31
PACC, Room 6, 10am
Young Adult Bible Study
Thursday, March 12, 19, 26, April 2
PACC, Fellowship Room, 7pm
TGIF Men’s Bible Study
Friday, March 13, 20, 27, April 3
PACC Fireside Room, 7am
Adult Sunday School
Sunday, March 15, 22, 29, April 5
PACC Fireside Room, 10am

1

2

16

23

15

22

9:30 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship Time-Men’s Forum
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

29

9:30 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship Time-Deacons
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

9:30 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship Time- Sedrak/Mariam
Israyelyan
1-3 pm Sunday Funday
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

5:30 pm BSF
6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship,
Room 8

30

5:30 pm BSF
6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship,
Room 8

10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Baking Cheese Bundle

Pilgrim’s Progress Articles
Due
8:00 am Dorcas Guild Baking
Parach
5:30 pm BSF
6:00 pm Working Women’s
Bible Study, Applebee’sCedar/Herndon
6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship, Room 8

9

Daylight Saving Time Begins
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship Time-CE Committee
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Executive Board Meeting,
Overflow Room
11:00 am Dorcas Guild
Baking Chorag
5:30 pm BSF
6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship, Room 8

8:00 am FUSD, Social
Hall
5:30 pm BSF
6:30 pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship,
Room 8

MONDAY

8

HOLY COMMUNION
Pantry Sunday
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Elem. Sunday School,
Sanctuary
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship Time-Dorcas Guild
1-3 pm Sunday Funday
3:30-5:30 pm Youth Group

SUNDAY

z

10

3

17

4

11

1:00 pm Parenting, Spanish
1:00 pm Dorcas Guild Circle,
Overflow Room

18

9:00 am Parenting, English

1:00 pm Parenting, Spanish

9:00 am Parenting, English

6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal

7:00 am Men’s Forum
Executive Board Meeting,
Yosemite Falls
9:30 am Dorcas Guild, Set up

WEDNESDAY

7:00pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

7:00pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

6:00 pm BSF
7:00pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

10:00 am Dorcas Guild , Bible
Study, General Meeting
Fireside Room /Social Hall

THURSDAY

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

6:30 pm Council Meeting,
Overflow

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

31

24

7:00pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

26

19

12

5

20

13

6

7:00am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

27

7:00 pm Young Couples;’
Night, Kuppajoe

7:00am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

7:00am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

6:00 pm Movie Night,
Kuppajoe

7:00am TGIF Bible
Study, Fireside Room

FRIDAY

March 2020

1:00 pm Parenting, Spanish

9:00 am Parenting, English

25

AEUNA PASTORS RETREAT, LOS ANGELES

6:30 pm Trustees, Library
7:00 pm Deacons, CE
Building

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

6:30 pm CE Committee,
Library

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

6:00 pm Working Women’s
Bible Study, Applebee’sCedar/Herndon

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

TUESDAY
7

28

21

14
10:30 am Tabitha
Circle, Annie Chiljian's

10:00 am World Day of
Prayer, Holy Trinity
Armenian Church

SATURDAY
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Save the Date!
FIFTH
ANNUAL

World Day
of Prayer
HAMA<QARHA#IN A>):KI )R

Thursday, April 2, 2020
The Dorcas Guild of
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church
invite the women of the churches on
First Street from Ventura to Herndon Avenue.
Join us for a time of fellowship and lunch.
To pray for our world, country, state, city,
Our neighborhood, our churches, and
Our sisters in Christ.
First Street is the heart of Fresno
and the best place to start this powerful unity of prayer.
Fellowship begins at 11:00 a.m.
Lunch will be served at 11:45 a.m.
in the church’s social hall
3673 North First Street, Fresno, California
Cost is $12.
Gather to pray at 12:45 p.m.
The bells of the churches will ring at 1:00 p.m.
For information, Joyce Kierejczyk, 559-307-3733
and reservations, Donna Robinson, 559-260-0205
by March 24 or Pilgrim at 559-229-2915

Prepared by the World Day of Prayer Committee of Zimbabwe and the World Day of Prayer USA Committee

Saturday, March 7, 2020
at 10 am
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church
2226 Ventura Ave., Fresno, 93721
World Day of Prayer USA • www.wdp-usa.org • 212.870.2466 • Art for WDP 2020 by Nonny Mathe

HA

