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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN

Tribute to Fathers

Proverbs 4:10-27
It was extremely important for me
to know that my dad approve of the
decisions I made. When I received the
calling to enter the ministry, I wanted to
have my dad’s approval. He did approve
it, and I got his blessing. That was
comforting for me.
My son does the same. He likes to
know that I approve of his decisions. In
fact, lately, while he was graduating from
his college, we had a long conversation
about this. I found out how important it
was for him to know that I had his back.
Father-Son/Daughter relationships
are so important. Healthy relationship
of parents and children should be a
priority.
The Lord’s Prayer starts by calling God, Daddy, Abba,
Hayrig. “Our Father who art in heaven.” How do you picture
God in your life? Is He your Father?
In the Old Testament, God was called “Father” seven
times. The Israelites perceived God as the Almighty, Creator,
King, Redeemer, Provider, Judge, Protector… In the New
Testament, we find Jesus called his Father, Abba, Daddy,
Hayrig. Jesus calls God “Father” 150 times. There must be
a reason.
Jesus is teaching us that God is not up there far away
somewhere in the clouds. Our God is the God of relationships.
He is the Triune God. The Three, God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit are in a relationship. They
teach us about having healthy relationships.
Fathers, God gave you the role of a father. The best
example of fatherhood is our heavenly Father. What does it
mean to call God “Our Father”?
GOD THE FATHER IS A CARING AND LOVING FATHER
King David writes: As a father shows compassion to his
children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who
fear him. (Psalm 103:13 ESV)

The relationship of Jesus with his
Father: “As the Father has loved
me, so have I loved you. Abide in my
love.” (John 15:9 ESV)
Peter says it best: casting all your
anxieties on him, because he cares
for you. (1 Peter 5:7 ESV). Don’t you
see the anxiety around us becoming
an epidemic? It is all over us, parents,
children, young, and old… This is the
land of achievements also the land of
anxiety. “Casting all,” says Peter. The
Greek exact translation is to throw
upon, place upon. Fathers, our
heavenly Father is a loving and caring
Father, and He wants us to be like Him.

GOD THE FATHER IS TRUSTWORTHY
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights with whom there
is no variation or shadow due to change. (James 1:17 ESV)
(who does not change like shifting shadows NIV)
Consistency is so important in our lives. We live in
a world where things change rapidly. We live in a world
where relationships are in danger. We are a society where
we have lost loyalty and trustworthiness. There was a time
when employees and employers were loyal to each other.
One stayed many long years in a job. We lost it. Marriages
are also fragile. Divorce rate is not declining; children need
stability. As a father, I pray to become that father who
brings stability to my family. On Mother’s Day, I emphasized
how important it is to be a faithful mother instead of a
PERFECT mother. You see, parenting is not performance and
achievements. It is a relationship of love.
Where do I learn that? God is love; God is trustworthy;
God is loyal; God is consistent.
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
(Romans 11:29 ESV) “God will never go back on his
promises” (Living Bible)
continued on page 2

UPCOMING
2019 PACC
EVENTS
Graduation/Acolyte
Elevation Sunday
.......................... June 2
PACC Annual Meeting
..................... June 9
Summer Student
Mission TripJune 11-21
Father’s Day
................... June 16
Vacation Bible School
............... July 15-19
Rally (Renewal)
.......... September 8
Trip to Reagan Library
........ September 28
Harvest Banquet
............. October 19
Harvest Festival
............. October 27
Thanksgiving Sunday
......... November 24
Congregational
Budget Meeting
.............. December
Christmas Worship
Celebration
..........December 22
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
..................Tuesday,
December 24

JunE 9 – AnnuAl MEEtinG
The PACC Annual Meeting is scheduled for June 9, 2019 following morning worship
for the purpose of electing the slate of candidates, receiving reports from church
boards, committees and organizations, consider the use of the Endowment Fund for the
replacement of the social roof and flooring, and other items that may pertain to the wellbeing of Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church facilities and its ministry.

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
As I finish my term as moderator, I am thankful to be a part of a church family that is thriving as
we grow spiritually together through the leadership of Badveli Nerses and Badveli Kevin. My time
spent with the Council at our monthly meetings has been rewarding as I worked side by side with
leaders who are caring and thoughtful as they conduct church business. Discussions were always
respectful and the motivation behind the decisions were rooted in furthering Pilgrim’s mission to
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. I would like to thank everyone for your
care and concern for our church family and the community at large over the last year. The love
shown by each of you is the greatest example of the well-being of Pilgrim Armenian Congregational
Church.
– By Moderator Cristel Tufenkjian

Badveli Nerses Message:

Tribute to Fathers
Continued from page 1
Remember that God is faithful to keep His
promises. He will not change in His promises.
Our Father, Our God, Our Daddy,” seeks us.
He does not give up from us.
The following is a real life story is from a
friend of mine who lives in Cairo Egypt.
“I met this man in downtown New Delhi last
December… he was passing in front of a spice
shop, where I was shopping for tea and spices
for my wife and nuts for my daughters, to take
with me to Cairo the next day.
He looked like he had just emerged from
a movie screen... his outfit, beard, hair, and
those copper things that he carried… I took
out my iPhone to take his picture. He diverted
from his route, and stopped by me. He greeted
me with a smile, and offered me his hand. I
took and shook it out of politeness… but left it
immediately out of disgust... “The dirty hand
of a filthy Indian Sikh beggar,” I thought.
He asked me something, that after being
translated into Indian-English by the manager
of the spice shop, meant, “Where do you
come from?” A complicated question for
someone like me...I said, “Egypt.” A long round
of interrogation kicked off, stopping at the
piece of info of my being Christian, and always
through the translation of the shop manager:

So isn’t it Christmas today?
Yes, it was the 24th of December, but I was
far from getting him into the long story of my
being Armenian, and our Christmas being at a
different date, etc.…
• Yes, it is.
• So, are you here with your family to
celebrate Christmas?
• No, a business trip.
• You left your family behind on a holy day
like this, to run behind money?
• I need money to raise my children
• But they need a father around them in
such days to be raised like real children.
Your are running behind the treasures of
the world, but the real treasures are in
your own home....
I couldn’t believe that this strange, dirty man,
with his strange appearance, was teaching me
how to be a father. He turned his back, and left
without even a farewell...And I was glad that
I didn’t act with him in an impolite way...My
translator, the spice-man asked me not to be
upset with the man’s expression...He used to
have a wife and four children, and he had lost
them in a huge fire in that neighborhood 50
years ago.”
My God the Father is a Caring and Loving
Father.
My God the Father is Trustworthy.
Where do you stand as a father? Do you
know God the Father personally?

2019 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP
For where your Treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21
When you receive your reports for
our annual meeting in early June the
April ﬁnancials will be included.
$
DEC 31
403,550.
Please take a look at the ﬁrst line of
the Proﬁt & Loss Budget
NOV 30
Performance report. It’s account
OCT 31
JUL
number 4412-Annual Contributions.
SEP 30
JUN 30
This is the amount of income
received from contributions and
AUG 31
MAY 31
tithings for the church general
JUL 31
budget that is voted upon in
JUN 30
December. The ﬁrst line of our
income is what I report to you on
MAY 31
every month. It’s a barometer so to
APR 30
speak of how our actual collections
are doing with respect to what they $134,516.67
MAR 31
should be doing to meet our budget.
FEB 28
$
Total annual budget amount for this 89,750.55
JAN 31
line item is $403,550.00 as seen in
column 5. The 4th column is the
budgeted amount we should be at
for the end of April $134,516.67. The 3rd column is the actual
amount we have collected through the end of April $89,750.55.
This indicates we have only received 67% of funds needed to
meet our budget. The ﬁrst 2 columns represent the current
month actual (Column 1) and the current month budgeted
amount (Column 2). I hope this helps you to understand the
reports that are presented as well as our concern at only
operating at 2/3 of the funds we require.
God has been generous, faithful and surprising in providing
for our church family and the myriad of needs our home has
presented in the last several months. Thank you for your
faithfulness in going above and beyond “Line 1” to help provide
for our additional needs. Our commitment to the day to day is
a necessity in order to operate. The extra to meet our auxiliary
needs is a blessing. Both demonstrate our devotion and
reliance on God to provide for our needs as we give back to
Him what He ﬁrst gave us. I chose Matthew 6:21 as a monthly
reminder because it challenges me. All too often I have spent
my money, time and talent on what served me. It was my
“treasure” I earned it so I must know where the right time and
place was to use it. Again, all to often I have found how wrong
I can be. My heart was in the wrong place because I had
squandered my treasures in life. Poor choices, unnecessary
items and irresponsible actions were not an answer to ﬁnding
joy. Everytime I surrender and follow the red letters in Matthew
6:21 and make Jesus my treasure my heart is overﬂowing with
everything I could possible want and desire, prosperity in
everyway.
– Prepared by Treasurer Patrice Ruble

YOUTH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES

Samantha Petrosyan 6/10 Tahminah Petrosyan 6/24
Elen Israyelyan 6/10
Emilia Overbay 6/30
Nadia Jones 6/21
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13
•••••
SUNDAY SCHOOL INFO FOR JUNE
Sunday School will end on June 16
• Sunday, June 2: Acolyte Elevation – we will be in
church for the entire service
• Sunday June 9: Celebration Sunday – we
will be celebrating the end of the school
year and our accomplishments with an
ICE CREAM PARTY during Sunday School
• Sunday, June 16: Father’s Day! We will
have a Bible Lesson AND then decorate cookies our
Dad’s and the men of the congregation!
There will be no Sunday School during the summer
We will worship together each Sunday
in the summer as a church family.
•••••
Don’t forget VBS is July 15-19
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ACOLYTES
WHO HAVE BEEN ELEVATED THIS YEAR:
• Stolebearer Armine Israyelyan
• Senior Acolyte Caleb Kasper, Viktoriia Olkova,
and Alen Israelyan
• Junior Acolyte David Adjemian, Olivia Branche,
Elen Israelyan, Eternity Jones, Danylo Olkov,
Milana Petrosyan, and Ruzanna Petrosyan
• Junior Acolyte Initiate Joshua Gregory, Dennah
Eritzian, and Nareg Jalhayan

– ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL –

Adult Sunday School will continue during the
month of June. We will meet at 9:45 a.m. We will
take our summer break in July, and we will resume
our classes starting August 4, 2019. Everyone
is welcome – a special Invitation to PACC choir
members.
– Nina Garabedian,
PACC Adult Sunday School Coordinator

A Huge Merchant Luncheon
“Thank You” !
I would like to thank everybody who
helped make the Merchants Luncheon
a success. The volunteers who worked
the event, those who donated to underwrite the costs of the event, the
Dorcas Guild ladies who helped make
items for the Country Store, those who
donated items to be sold in the Country Store, those who helped with the
printing, marketing, and selling of the
tickets and place mat ads, those who
helped prepare food for the event,
those who helped with the shopping
and planning of the event, those who
prayerfully supported us and those that
bought tickets and enjoyed our event.
The Merchants luncheon was a
great success but not just because of
our fund raising. It was because we
were able to work together harmoniously as the Body of Christ to glorify
God. It was inspiring for me and those
who observed us in action to see our
church work together and accomplish
so much.
Our unique God given gifts were
used in unison to create a wonderful
event which fed our neighbors, family,
and friends. We were treated to some

live music, during our Friday lunch,
provided by Badveli Nerses and Dan
Sobaje. Myself, and our guests were
surprised and grateful for the wonderful musical performance by Dan and
Badveli.
We consider it a privilege and
an honor to be able to serve others
through the Merchants Luncheon and
may God always be glorified through
our speech and actions in everything

we do. As it says in the New Living
Translation of Ephesians 3:20, “Now all
glory to God, who is able, through His
mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might
ask or think.”
Again, thank you to everyone involved with the Merchants Luncheon
and may God continue to richly bless
us at Pilgrim Armenian Congregational
Church.

Another Wonderful Memorial Day
Celebrated With FAPC Families

IronMan Games Hosted at PACC
On May 24-26 the Goorabian Family Life Center (GFLC) co-hosted the AEYF IronMan games. More than 80 young people, from six
churches came to Fresno, one team coming from the (B)east Coast(!)
to compete in a volleyball, basketball and soccer competition. It was
a really good bonding time. On Saturday evening, Rev. Greg Haroutunian spoke to the teams about running a spiritual race, with perseverance. That night members of the AEYF Exec committee made up the
praise team so that the athletes could sing to the glory of God. Many,
many thanks to the GFLC for opening up the facilities for our usage,
and to the church for allowing students to be able to stay here for the
weekend. We are grateful to John Tufenkjian for coming and maintaining the basketball court for the teams. And a huge (!) thank you to the
Men’s Forum for preparing dinner for us at the last minute.
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9:45am Adult Sunday School
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship-PACC CE
Committee

9:45am Adult Sunday School
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship-PACC Council

30

23

Fathers’ Day
9:45am Adult Sunday School
11:00am Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship-Missions Committee

Badveli Nerses B. is on Vacation

9:45am Adult Sunday School
11:00am Elem. Sunday School,
Sanc/Classroom
11:00am WORSHIP
Fellowship-Men’s Forum

9

HOLY COMMUNION
Pantry Sunday
9:45am Adult Sunday School
11:00am Elem. Sunday School,
Sanctuary
11:00am WORSHIP/
Graduation SundayFellowship-Dorcas Guild
1-3pm Sunday Funday
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TUESDAY
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WEDNESDAY

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due
6:00pm Working
Women’s Bible Study,
Marie Callender's,
Cedar/Shaw
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18
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6:30pm Council Meeting

25
4:30pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary

6

13

11:00am Dorcas Guild, Bible
Study, General Meeting
Fireside Room /Social hall
Luncheon/Election of
Officers

THURSDAY

26

6:30pm CE Committee,
Office

12:00pm Men of the Church
Luncheon, Alla’s Restaurant

27

Youth Mission Trip to Paradise
19
20
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12:00pm Men of the Church
Luncheon, Alla’s Restaurant

Youth Mission Trip to Paradise

6:30pm Trustees, Library
7:00pm Deacons, CE

4:30pm Worship Band
Practice, Sanctuary
Badveli Nerses Balabanian is on Vacation

6:00pm Working Women’s
Bible Study, Marie Callender's,
Cedar/Shaw
7:00pm Young Adults,
Fellowship Room

5
7:00am Men’s Forum
Executive Board Meeting,
Yosemite Falls
9:30am Dorcas Guild, Set Up
for Luncheon
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PILGRIM ARMENIAN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Vacation Bible School

Monday, July 15 - Friday, July 19 • 5:00pm to 8:00pm (dinner provided
Potty-trained 3-year-olds to 6th grade, Jr. High & Adult Classes

Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church

3673 N. 1st St., Fresno 93726
Call for details: PACC OFFICE (559) 229-2915 or email: office@pilgrimchurch.com

