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A Message from Pastor Nerses Balabanian

War Against Selfishness

In the second chapter of the letter
to the Philippians, Paul introduces us
to a poem that describes the identity
of Christ: fully God and fully human.
Christ emptied himself, taking the
form of servant, and became a human
being like us. What kind of God is this?
He took the form of a servant. Charles
Wesley describes it in these hymn
lyrics:
He left His Father’s throne above,
So free, so infinite His grace;
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race:
’Tis mercy all, immense and free;
For, O my God, it found out me!
Amazing love! How can it be,
That Thou, my God,
shouldst die for me?
On the one hand, Paul describes
Christ as the model of an unselfish
servant. On the other hand, Paul
challenges the church of Philippi
to consider others more important
than themselves. In words, this is a
war against selfishness. Naturally,
we are born selfish, as a result of sin.
Paul gives several commands for the
church to follow concerning this issue:
3
Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves. 4Let
each of you look not only to his own
interests, but also to the interests of
others. (Phil. 2:3-4)

What are the commands:
• Do nothing of selfish ambitions,
• Humble yourself,
• Count others more significant
than yourself,
• Don’t just look to your own
interests,
• Take care others as well.
This is war against selfishness.
This is war against “sin” which
makes us proud and selfish people.
Consider others more significant than
yourselves? This is exactly against the
standards of the world that says, “My
way, and Me first…”
Right after this, Paul introduces the
poem of Christ who emptied himself
and humbled himself: 5Have this mind
among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in

the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped,
7
but emptied himself, by taking the
form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. 8And being found in
human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. (Phil.
2:5-8)
It starts before incarnation:
He was with God, he was God. He
was in the heavenly state.
He obeyed his Father and “emptied”
himself from the highest realm, and
took on the form of a servant. If you
recognize, it is a voluntary action.
He became a dulos, (slave)… without
losing his divinity.
He was fully human and fully divine.
continued on next page

CHURCH REOPENING CONSIDERATIONS: See Moderator Report, pages 2-3

Badveli Nerses Message:

MODERATOR’S REPORT

Amazing Love
Continued from page 1
He became a human being
yet without sin. “And he put
his divinity on hold.” (my way
of explaining how he emptied
himself)
What kind of God is this who
gave up from His ‘seat’ in heaven
to be with us as a servant? Can
anyone explain this mystery,
please? Not just a servant, but
obedient to the point of dying on
a cross.
He emptied himself…
He humbled himself…
His humility is not just a moral
characteristic. His humility took
Him all the way to the cross
because God’s Son Jesus Christ
took on himself the curse of sin
and nailed it to the cross. For
you… for me… for humanity….
Though he was rich, so rich,
Yet for our sakes how poor he
became!
Even his garments they parted
When he hung on the cross of
shame.
All that he had he gave for me,
That I might be rich through
eternity.
– E.H. Swinstead
So what is our response and
God’s response?
9
Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on
him the name that is above every
name, 10so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under
the earth, 11and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
(Phil. 2:9-11 ESV)
a. God’s response:
• God exalts Jesus
• His name above all
names
___________________________________
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b. Our response:
• Every knee shall bow
(obedience)
• Every tongue confess
(testimony)
• that Jesus Christ is
LORD.
God did His part by exalting
Jesus and giving him a name
above all names.
We have our part.
We will continue to learn
from Jesus how to serve Him and
others.
We will continue to worship
him: knees bow in obedience and
tongues confess as a testimony
that He is Lord.
We will continue to spread
this wonderful story of Jesus to
all over the world.
We will continue to fight
against the selfishness in us.
We live in challenging times.
In these times of Corona Virus,
let us focus on Christ Jesus as our
humble servant leader. Ask Jesus
to be your King and Lord. Ask Him
for wisdom and willingness to
consider others more important
than yourself. Ask him to open
your eyes to see the “other” that
we often ignore.
23
Let not the wise man boast
in his wisdom, let not the mighty
man boast in his might, let not
the rich man boast in his riches,
24
but let him who boasts boast
in this, that he understands and
knows me, that I am the LORD
who practices steadfast love,
justice, and righteousness in
the earth. For in these things I
delight, declares the LORD. (Jer.
9:23-24 ESV)

And He gave some as apostles, and some
as prophets, and some as evangelists, and
some as pastors and teachers,
for the equipping of the saints
for the work of service,
to the building up of the body of Christ…
(Eph. 4:11-12 NASB)
On Tuesday, June 23, 2020, the Church
Council met for the purpose of conducting
church business. The meeting was opened
with a devotion offered by Mrs. Paula
Ganimian, Board of Deacons Chairperson.
The following items were discussed:
• Sunday School: While we believe
that teaching children the word of God
is primarily the function of the parents,
the Sunday School teacher, led by the
Superintendent, comes alongside the
parent in this role.
This month I want take the opportunity
to highlight an individual who has served
the Lord through our church for 22 years
as Sunday School Superintendent. Mrs.
Cathy Cholakian, aka Teacher Cathy, has
been dedicated to teaching the children the
truth of the Gospel for over two decades.
She challenged the children to grow in
their faith, while preparing them for future
service to the Lord.
Teacher
Cathy
terminated
her
responsibility as Superintendent on June 30,
2020, handing the baton to Mrs. Melinda
Eritzian. Melinda assumed her position as
Sunday School Superintendent effective
July 1, 2020. We praise God for Melinda’s
desire to take on this responsibility and
serve the Lord through this ministry.
On behalf of the Church Council and
the entire Congregation, we salute and
thank Teacher Cathy for her dedication and
commitment in serving our Lord through
the Sunday School ministry at PACC.
• Worship & Church Ministries: With
God’s guidance, we continue our church
ministries virtually, abiding with the
California CDC Regulations as they relate to
PACC.
Badveli Nerses invited Dr. Steven
continued on next page

COVID-19 ATTENDANCE SURVEY RESULTS
Thank you everyone who participated in the survey. We had 120 responses! Your input will help inform the Council on
their decision regarding in-person worship services. There were 120 responses, below are the final results:
What is your age bracket?

About how frequently
have you attended church
services at PACC over the
past two years?

Chooljian to make a presentation
to the Council regarding the current
status of COVID-19. Dr. Chooljian
stated that there is a spike in the
number of infected individuals.
He recommended not holding an
in-house worship service at this
time. He suggested monitoring
the situation and the number of
the infections to be sure they are
decreasing and leveling off. When
the numbers level off, Dr. Chooljian
suggests that the Council consider
an open-air worship service.
A lengthy discussion ensued
regarding the re-opening of the
church and holding an open-air
worship service.
The following was resolved:
1. To authorize the Ad Hoc
Committee
to
continue
monitoring the situation, and
to bring its recommendations
to the Council regarding when
to resume worship services at
the church.
2. To give small groups (Bible

Do you have children that
attend church with you?

studies, youth meetings, etc.)
the option to meet in an openair environment, at this time if
they so choose, while abiding
with social distancing and the
CDC Guidelines.
• P astors/Board/Committee
Reports: Each gave their
monthly report to the Council.
In closing, the Council wishes
to remind the Congregation that
an opportunity has been made
possible to continue contribution to
the ministries utilizing the “On-line
Giving” for your convenience. If God
leads you to contribute, please refer
to the PilgrimChurch.com website,
where you will find a sub-menu
called “On-line Giving”
We praise God for the opportunity
to serve Him through Pilgrim
Armenian Congregational Church,
As it is, there are many parts, but
one body.
(1 Corinthians 12:20 NIV)

Are you currently
watching PACC services
online?

If in-person church services were to
resume in the coming weks (with
precautions such as masks, social
distancing, and sanitizing stations),
would you start attending again?

– by Moderator Edward Saliba
___________________________________
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2020 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP

For where your Treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
– Matthew 6:21
The graph indicates the
budgeted amount for annual
$
contributions.
The current
411,954.16
DEC 31
month indicates where we should
NOV 30
be at this time, based on the
JUL
OCT 31
budget. The final amount shown
is the actual contributions we
JUN 30
SEP 30
have collected through the first
MAY 31
AUG 31
5 months. We have collected
JUL 31
$149,835.83 through May 31st.
We have collected 87% of the
JUN 30
budgeted amount. Thank you for
$171,647.56
MAY 31
your continued support of the $149,835.83
APR 30
ministry of PACC! God is good and
MAR 31
faithful all the time despite what
is happening in the world around
FEB 28
us. He is our rock and shield and
JAN 31
in Him alone we find safety and
solace.
Have you seen the movie “Groundhog Day”? It’s about
a man that wakes up every morning and it’s the same day,
over and over and over again. But he’s the only one that’s
living it. Everyone else thinks it’s a new day. Sound familiar.
I even go to work and I can’t distinguish what day of the
week it is. There was something special that movie taught
though. After he got through his frustration, anger and
confusion he actually started making good use of a less than
ideal situation. He learned a new language, learned how to
play the piano and took time to learn about the woman he
was falling for. I mean he had the time so he made positive
use of it. I’ve heard it said that this season in our lives is a
time out. Time to evaluate where we’re at, especially with
God, and where we should be. Time to put things in order
so when the time out is done we will be better off than
where we were when it began. In other words, make good
use of the time we are being given instead of fighting it,
complaining about it or making it just about ourselves. I’m
assuming I’m not the only one struggling with that. I have
heard amazing stories about people taking this opportunity
to expand their world rather than limit it. They’re grateful
for what they do have and are being very creative with
what they CAN do rather than dwelling on what they can’t.
Turn to God, ask Him what he wants you to do during this
time. Seek Him to see what there is to learn, what can be
fixed, what can be changed. This wacky season may be a
gift, let us be thankful and make the most of it.
There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens. (Ecclesiastes 3:1)
– by Treasurer Patrice Ruble
___________________________________
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WORK DAY CLEAN-UP

Birth ANNOUNCEMENT
CONGRATULATIONS
Ararat and Elita Petrosyan on the birth of their son
Mark Petrosyan born Friday, June 5
Grandparents: Sargis and Rouzanna Petrosyan

WITH SYMPATHY
We are deeply saddened of the passing of:
Mr. Ara Boghosian on May 11
Mrs. Sharkey (Sheri) Manoogian on June 4
Mr. Charles Ivazian on June 13
Mr. Edward Arkelian on June 29
Our condolences to the Arkelian, Boghosian,
Manoogian and Ivazian families.
Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master.
(Matthew 25:21)

Thank
You!
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22 Years of
Dedicated
Service

Words from BADVELI NERSES ~
Thank You Cathy,
a Servant of God
Lately I have been preaching
from Paul’s letter to the
Philippians. Paul is full of joy for
several reasons. One of them is
the following:
I thank my God in all my
remembrance of you, 4always
in every prayer of mine for you
all making my prayer with joy,
5
because of your partnership
in the gospel from the first day
until now. 6And I am sure of this,
that he who began a good work
in you will bring it to completion
at the day of Jesus Christ.
(Philippians 1:3-6 ESV)
3

Paul is joyful for the
partnership of the Philippians
in the gospel. I, too, am joyful
for all the volunteers who are
partners in sharing the Good
News of the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Cathy Cholakian is one of
these partners. As you read the
testimonies of the coworkers,
parents and children whom Cathy
served, you see how God used
her gifts in the Sunday School as
a Teacher and Superintendent. I
worked with Cathy for only three
years, and I saw her humility,
her faithfulness and her Christcentered personality. Thank
you, my dear Cathy, for your 22
years of dedication in the PACC

Sunday School. This is not an end
for your service. We do not stop
serving Christ. God will always
open new opportunities of
service for those who are willing.
Also, I would like to welcome
Melinda Eritzian as the new
Sunday School Superintendent.
She prayed about it and
accepted this important task.
Even though COVID-19 has
temporarily interrupted our inperson ministries, yet we will not
stop from worshiping God and
serving Him. We pray that one
day we will come back to the
church campus to continue our
ministries together for the Glory
of the Lord.
continued on next page
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Words from
Cathy Cholakian
Dear Pilgrim Families,
It has been a joy to be part of
Children’s Ministry at Pilgrim Church
as Sunday School Superintendent
and I thank God for the opportunity
that He has provided me over
the years to be partnered with
dedicated individuals and to serve
Him in children’s ministry. With
God’s guidance, we have been able
to share God’s Word and the gospel
to the preschool and elementary
children at PACC. The blessings
have been many for me. I pray that
we have touched the lives of our
Sunday School children and helped
them to build a solid foundation in
their knowledge of God’s Word and
a better understanding of God’s
plan for their individual lives. A
favorite verse of mine, written by
the Apostle Peter comes to mind
when I think of what our goal has
been for the children at Pilgrim
Church: But grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both
now and forever. (2 Peter 3:18)
I
have
appreciated
the
encouragement
and
support
that I have received from the
congregation, parents and families
of our children throughout the
years. During my tenure, many
people volunteered to be part of our
Sunday School team; I am thankful
for each of them and grateful that
they willingly shared their time,
talents and gifts to provide exciting
and meaningful lessons to our
students each Sunday.
My thoughts and prayers are
with Melinda Eritzian as she
assumes the position of Sunday
School Superintendent. May God
guide her, and may His Word be a
lamp for her feet and a light on her
path on this journey.
God Bless
___________________________________
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wORDS OF APPRECIATION

Dear Cathy,
Thank you for serving as the Superintendent of Children’s Christian Education
at Pilgrim Church for the
past 22 years.
Your
amazing
talent, creativity,
and compassion
for our children at
Pilgrim is a true testimony to the love
you have in Christ
Jesus. It has been
a privilege to be a
part of your vision
and development of
Sunday School education
for the past seven years.
I have watched you give
of yourself tirelessly in
preparing the curriculum,
community outreach, Vacation Bible School and
many other programs and performances
for the children to learn and grow from.
We have truly been blessed to have you
in our church family, as a strong leader,
teacher of Christian education, and faith.
Thank you for all you have done, may God
bless you and your family.
– Connie Vazquez
•••••
Teacher Cathy, our Sunday School
Superintendent, and educational leader,
is retiring from this post that she has held
for... well... ever since I can remember.
Teacher Cathy is an amazing teacher and a
wonderful role model. She shared stories
with our children of Jesus’ love for us and
developed many activities that helped the
children to see how God is working every
day in their lives. Cathy taught countless
children, and her love for each and
every one of them was obvious from the
moment they met her.
What a pleasure it was for me to teach
with Cathy. She had an amazing talent of
being able to tell me about every child,
what their names were, who their family
members were, and even if they were shy
or had some learning disabilities. God has
blessed Teacher Cathy with many talents,
and she uses them all in ways that I know
He is very pleased.
It is sad for me to say goodbye to this
person who has been our leader for so
long, but Jesus tells us, in John 14:1, “Do
not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in
God; trust also in me.” So, while I’m sad

to see Cathy leave this part of her service,
I will trust in God, that He will have a new
mission for her, and
wherever God leads her,
we can be sure she’ll
be a great benefit to
our church family. May
the peace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, be with
her always!
– Dale Overbay Sr.

•••••
Cathy has the light of God inside her
that shines bright for all those around
her to see and grow from. Her passion to
help children grow in their knowledge and
love of God is such an inspiration. Sunday
School will miss you so much, but the
love of God you have shared will keep us
growing. We love and appreciate you.
– Jill Blanks
Dear Teacher Cathy,
I appreciate all of your hard work as
the Sunday School Superintendent. Also,
thank you for being patient, sharing your
knowledge in such a meaningful way, and
teaching Ani and Hakob about the Word
of the Lord. Having you as a teacher has
been a blessing!
– Zara Momjyan
•••••
Teacher Cathy has been an integral
part of my and my family’s life. She not
only has dedicated every spare moment
to our church youth but always took the
time to involve or empathize with our life
as well. I started “teaching” under her direction at 15 and truly found my calling
and passion for children creativity and individualization which guided me towards
the same field as hers in God’s work in
special education. She has not only supported and guided me in my Christian upbringing and kept me grounded, she has
done the same for countless others including my three children. We love teacher Cathy and appreciate her passion and
continued on next page

wORDS OF APPRECIATION

unwavering dedication to our family both
church and home as she is now our family
by marriage, but she has felt like family since
the moment we were blessed to have her in
our life. Cathy will truly be missed at Pilgrim’s
Sunday school.
– Carol Jones
•••••
Dear Cathy,
It has been a pleasure knowing you, we
officially met during VBS in 2017 and I was
in your class doing activities and I loved it so
much. It is then that our friendship grew, and
you wanted me to join you in Sunday School.
I loved it and you were always there. I don’t
think Sunday school would be the same
without you.
You always checked up on me and you
prayed for me. You are an amazing and beautiful woman and I wish you have a great time
with your loved ones, that is well deserved.
I love you and I will miss you. Thank you
for being a great friend. God bless you as you
start your new journey in life.
– Rose Simon
•••••
Dear Teacher Cathy,
We will miss you not being at Church
with us for Sunday School like you have been
since we remember for so many years. You
have helped us so much with everything. My
favorite was the skits you put together and
Emilia singing. Thanks for the bags you gave
us every year for our birthday. I still have the
bracelets and some of the gift cards. We will
really miss you. We love you very, very much.
You will forever be our Teacher Cathy.
– Katelynn & Emilia Overbay
•••••
Dear Cathy Cholakian,
Thank you for your hard work and dedication to our children. You have planted
the seeds of wisdom in our kids to grow
up knowing how important Jesus is in their
lives. I can’t wait to see them flourish with
the foundation you have provided. My kids
looked forward every Sunday morning to see
teacher Cathy with a big smile on their face.

Bittersweet memories will remain
in our hearts, may
God continue to
bless you and lead
you to your future
adventures
and
continue to touch
people’s lives like
you have touched
ours!!!
– Anna
Hakobyan and Family
•••••
Dear Teacher Cathy Cholakian, thank you
for your wisdom and kindness over all these
years.
As young people, our kids are influenced
by everything around them. While they
learn a great deal from their families, some
of the most powerful influences in their
lives are our teachers. Teachers like our
dearest Cathy Cholakian devote each day
towards guiding rooms full of young minds,
and the lessons they impart can stay with
our children for the rest of their lives. While
we may not remember the fundamentals
of Trigonometry as adults, we’ll always
remember the kind-hearted teacher who
took time out of her personal life to educate
our children and giving her best. Not only are
you a wonderful teacher, but you are also a
wonderful role model for all of your students.
No one can say goodbye to a teacher like
you, because you’ll forever be in our hearts.
You are going to be missed dearly.
– Mariam Israyelyan
•••••
Being superintendent for our Sunday
School is a huge responsibility, and I am
really going to miss Cathy being at the helm.
Along with keeping our program alive and
thriving for all these years, Cathy was able
to maintain a one-on-one relationship with
the families whose children were under
her care. Taking time to reassure me, and
to give unconditional love to each of my
grandchildren made them feel welcome
and at home at PACC, eager to attend every
week’s Sunday School and participate in the
special programs. They were so sad when
told Teacher Cathy was retiring!
Thank you, Cathy, for devoting your
time and effort, your love and care, to all
the children through the years, whose first
glimpse of the Christian faith was often on
your shoulders. You’ve done well. May God
continue to bless you richly.
– Phyllis Branche

THE INCOMING
SUPERINTENDENT’S WORD
Hello! I hope your summer
is coming along nicely amid
these hot summer months. I’m
exceedingly grateful to God and
to the Council for appointing
me Superintendent of the
Church School. I look forward,
with great anticipation, to all
that the Lord has in store for
the Children’s Ministry at PACC.
I want to thank Cathy
Cholakian for her generous
service to our congregation for
more than twenty years. She
has given of her time lovingly
and unselfishly in a way I can
only hope to emulate. Her
service is a beautiful example
of dedication to others I will
continue to draw from.
Children are a gift from the
Lord they are a reward from
him. (Psalm 127:3)
The goal of the Children’s
Ministry Team is to serve
to support children in the
advancement of their spiritual
growth and relationship with
Jesus Christ. I’m honored
to have the opportunity to
come alongside parents and
their children in their walk
with Jesus, as it is the most
important relationship they
will ever have!
I am available! Please don’t
hesitate to contact me (559259-2555). I can’t wait to personally be with the children!
– Melinda Eritzian

Bible Study Opportunties
continue through
the summer…

Join any group... or more!
Please contact the
church office, 559-229-2915;
Badveli Kevin or
Badveli Nerses for details
___________________________________
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Congratulations
2020 Graduates!
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths straight.
(Proverbs 3:4-5)

Ulysses Ganimian
Parents: Ryan Ganimian, Eugenia Zala
Grandparents:
Sammy & Paula Ganimian
Graduating from: 8th Grade
Larchmont Charter
Going to: Larchmont Charter High School
Paul Quiroz IV
Mother: Kristie Shanoian Quiroz
Grandparents: Ron and Janice Shanoian
Graduating from: Kingsburg High School
–Engineering
Going to: Clovis Community
College–Engineering

WISHING
YOU A HAPPY

