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PILGRIM PEOPLE
serving God

by serving others

“things.” But he is teaching them and 
us not to rely on “things” or “circum-
stances”. Opportunities are good to 
make achievements, but they can nev-
er give the inner contentment, never.  
Paul knows he the strength he needs 
to run, go forward, preach, teach, love, 
care… comes from God.

I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (ESV) 

Paul likes to end this letter by thank-
ing them. 

14Yet it was kind of 
you to share my trou-
ble. 15And you Philippians 
yourselves know that in 
the beginning of the gos-
pel, when I left Macedo-
nia, no church entered 
into partnership with me 
in giving and receiving, 
except you only. 16Even 
in Thessalonica you 

sent me help for my needs once and 
again. 17Not that I seek the gift, but 
I seek the fruit that increases to your 
credit. 18I have received full payment, 
and more. I am well supplied, having 
received from Epaphroditus the gifts 
you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacri-
fice acceptable and pleasing to God. 
(Phil 4:14-18 ESV)

Here is my interpretation: “Ok, guys, 
I can make it without your help. Yet 

continued on next page

A MessAge froM PAstor Nerses BAlABANiAN

Not the Gift
but the Fruit

How wonderful 
it is to learn to be 
content in all situ-
ations. 

10I rejoiced in 
the Lord greatly 
that now at 
length you have 
revived your 
concern for me. 
You were indeed 
concerned for me, 
but you had no 
opportunity. 11Not 
that I am 
speaking of being in need, for I have 
learned in whatever situation I am to 
be content. 12I know how to be brought 
low, and I know how to abound. In 
any and every circumstance, I have 
learned the secret of facing plenty 
and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I 
can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (Phil 4:10-13 ESV)

Beautiful attitude… Content in all 
circumstances, in all situations. What 
is the secret?  Is that even possible?

Please notice that Paul was a tent-
maker. He tried his best to be finan-
cially independent. Yet, here we see 
he is in prison. Those days the families 
of the inmates would provide for the 
financial needs of the person. We find 
here the generosity of the church of 
Philippi. He knows that all outside cir-
cumstances are unstable. They cannot 
be the source of joy and contentment. 
He does not say he would not need 
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you did help me, and I am thankful 
for you help. ‘You shared with me 
my trouble.’”

The Philippians put their priorities 
in the right order. Supporting the 
ministry of Paul was a priority. 
Do you think they were a rich 
church? I don’t think so. If you read 
2 Corinthians Chapter 8, you will 
find how poor they were, but they 
had a generous heart. Giving should 
be from the heart and according to 
what you have. Give the best and 
not the leftovers. Giving with the 
right motives is a sign of spiritual 
maturity. Let me repeat, it should 
come from the heart. God loves 
a cheerful giver. Giving is the 
discipline of putting the priorities in 
the right order.

What strikes more is the verse 
17: Not that I seek the gift, but I 
seek the fruit that increases to your 
credit… (17) Paul is not seeking the 
gift of the church but seeking what 
the gift can do. He is seeking the 
fruit. Paul is interested in more than 
the gift, what this gift will do. The 
fruit is the advancement of the Gos-
pel. The gift will be used to sow the 
seeds of the gospel, which will give 
fruit. And this will be rewarded in 
heaven. 

I would like to share an import-
ant event from our church history. I 
found a letter printed in Chanasser, 
(an Armenian Evangelical Monthly 
printed in Beirut, Lebanon) in 1955.

We have received from the 
Pilgrim Armenian Congrega-
tional Church of Fresno a letter 
that contains some joyful news.  
Rev. Missirlian reported that the 
Church Council allocated a sum 
of $2861.22 to the Christian En-
deavor Union towards the build-
ing of a chapel on our KCHAG 
campsite. 

This was a huge need for 
KCHAG, and we are happy to 
report that Pilgrim Church 
reached out to fulfill it.  Rev. 
Missirlian adds in his letter:

“Youth work has always been 
an act of faith, and God has al-
ways blessed our humble efforts. 
I am sure that He will open doors 
to establish that good work.  May 
this chapel be the spiritual birth-
place of many young people. Like 
Isaiah, may they have God-given 
visions and serve their people.”

Our deepest thanks to Rev. 
Missirlian and each of the mem-
bers of Pilgrim Church and its 
Council. God bless them. We pray 
that the chapel will serve its main 
purpose and lead many souls to 
salvation. 

On behalf of CE,
A. Haleblian, L. Gulesserian 
and A. Badeer

Our church invested in a 
Christian camp in Lebanon in 1955. 
The gift itself was money to build 
the chapel of the camp. In that 
chapel (I wish the walls of chapel 
could speak), thousands came to 
Christ. Many are ministers and full-
time workers for the advancement 
of the Gospel. Sevan and I were 
nourished spiritually in that camp. 
After 65 years, here I am serving at 
this church. And more, I spoke with 
a friend of mine who is on the board 
of the camp who said they are using 
this camp even right now to host a 
team to fight COVID-19. 

Not that I seek the gift, but I 
seek the fruit (17)

May my message encourage you 
to be generous in giving to the Lord. 
God loves a cheerful giver. In these 
crazy times, our strength comes 
from the Lord. Remember, Paul was 
in prison when he wrote the follow-
ing: 

i can do all things through him 
who strengthens me. 

Amen

Badveli Nerses Message:

the fruit
Continued from page 1

Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church

Video recording
sanctuary retrofit

oVerVieW: In June, the church Council 
conducted a survey that showed if the 
church resumed on campus services that 
half of the those surveyed would continue 
to worship online due to health concerns 
for themselves or others they care for or 
live with. The other half surveyed stated 
they would like to be on campus for 
worship service. The purpose of the video 
recording sanctuary retrofit is to meet 
the spiritual needs of all of our church 
family. A secondary consideration is that 
the ability to video record and livestream 
in the sanctuary provides an opportunity 
to include this as one of the chargeable 
options on the facilities rental agreement.

goAls: Purchase and install video 
recording/livestreaming equipment.

Train four church members to run the 
equipment.

ProJeCt Cost: $15,000
sPeCifiCAtioNs: Cameras, Computers, 

Software, Cables, Livestreaming equip-
ment, Hardware for mounting and hous-
ing equipment

tiMeliNe: The goal is to have the 
equipment installed and tested by mid-
September. The constraint is some of 
the equipment is on back order due to 
the high demand that is currently being 
experienced for this type of equipment.

ProJeCt teAM: Badveli Kevin Kasper, 
Badveli Nerses Balabanian, John Gregory, 
Gene Kezarian, Rodney Gavroian, Edward 
Saliba, Cristel Tufenkjian

WitH sYMPAtHY
We are deeply saddened 

of the passing of:
Keith Brown on June 28

Karnie tutunjian on July 1
tom Carberry on July 21 

Our condolences to the Brown, 
Carberry, and Tutunjian families.

Well done, good and faithful servant. 
You have been faithful over a little; 

I will set you over much. 
Enter into the joy of your master. 

(Matthew 25:21)
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2020 ANNUAl giViNg reCAP
For where your Treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 
(Matthew 6:21)

The graph indicates the budgeted 
amount for annual contributions. The 
current month indicates where we 
should be at this time, based on the 
budget. The final amount shown is the 
actual contributions we have collect-
ed through the first half of 2020. We 
have collected 86% of the budgeted 
amount. Praise be to God from whom 
all blessings flow. We are grateful for 
the blessings He pours over our lives 
and we in turn give back to Him all that 
is His in thankfulness and praise.

I heard an inspiring devotional to-
night by our brother Ed Saliba. Thank 
you Ed, God heard my prayer for an 
inspiration and you were the answer. 
Part of the devotional was talking 
about a job of the priests as being 

the mediators between God and us. But when Christ died “...
the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom;” 
(Matthew 27:51a NASB). Christ death once and for all lifted 
the curtain between man and God and reestablished the con-
nection, the friendship for us to communicate one on one with 
our Heavenly Dad! This image always gives me chills, in a good 
way. I would have loved to have seen and experienced that 
event. God declaring His absolute love for us and reaching out 
His arms to bring us close. Shattering the veil, tearing the cur-
tain that separated us. It means that no matter what, God is 
there for us whether in sadness or joy, sickness or health, pov-
erty or abundance we can open our Bible, fall on our knees, lift 
our hands, cry at His feet and he listens just to us, one on one. 
Like you I know this but sometimes need to be reminded of 
the simplest of truths and I prayed and God answered with a 
devotional touching and reminding me He was and always will 
be there. There is of course a beautiful worship song that has 
verses relating to this, “What A Beautiful Name” by Hillsong.

“Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 
You silence the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring
The praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again
You have no rival
You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign
Yours is the kingdom
Yours is the glory
Yours is the Name above all names”

– by Treasurer Patrice Ruble

MoDerAtor’s rePort
And He gave some as apostles, and some as 

prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as 
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of service, to the building up 
of the body of Christ… 

(Eph. 4:11-12 NASB)

Although we are living in an unprecedented 
situation of coronavirus, the church’s ministries 
and operation did not cease. 

On Tuesday, July 28, 2020, the Church Council 
met virtually for the purpose of conducting church 
business.  The meeting was opened with a devotion 
“Direct Access to God”. After God ripped the veil in 
the temple from top to bottom, He declared that 
there is no longer a barrier between Him and His 
followers. 

The following items were discussed:

sunday school:  Mrs. Melinda Eritzian as 
the outgoing Christian Education Committee’s 
Chairperson and as the incoming Sunday School 
Superintendent provided the plan to hold an open-
air vacation bible school in August. In addition, 
an open-air Sunday school in September will be 
resumed. We pray for God’s guidance for Melinda 
and the Sunday school teachers as they work 
together to instill God’s word in our children.

Worship & Church Ministries:  
•  With God’s guidance, we continue our church 

ministries virtually, abiding with the California 
CDC Regulations as they relate to PACC.

•  Badveli Nerses announced that while following 
all California CDC Guidelines and regulations, 
will conduct an open-air worship service 
beginning Sunday, August 2, 2020. 

Board/Committee reports: Each gave their 
monthly report to the Council.

In closing, the Council wishes to remind the 
Congregation of the opportunity to contribute 
toward the church ministries using the “On-line 
Giving”  

 If God leads you to contribute, please refer to 
the PilgrimChurch.com website, where you will 
find a sub-menu called “On-line Giving”.

We praise God for the opportunity to serve Him 
through Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church,

 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
(1 Corinthians 12:20 NIV)

– by Moderator Edward Saliba
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PArt i
The first group of pioneer 

Armenians, forty in number arrived 
in Fresno on September 10, 1883. 
Among those forty were a few who 
would later become the founders of 
the Pilgrim Armenian Congregational 
Church.

Since most had attended 
Congregational churches in Armenia, 
they began worshipping in the First 
Congregational Church in Fresno, 
despite their lack of knowledge 
of the English language. Though 
they participated wholeheartedly 
in all functions of church life, the 
differences in cultural background and 
the language barrier created conflict 
amongst the members and the group 
were obligated to leave the church.

Some of them joined to form 
the Armenian Presbyterian Church. 
Others joined no church and waited 
for the day when Fresno could have 
an Armenian congregational church.  
They did not wait long.  In 1901 the 
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational 
Church became a reality under 
the leadership of physician and lay 
pastor Dr. Nazareth Alexanderian.  
Dr. Alexanderian served without 
remuneration for a year and a half.  

After his resignation, the church 
was unable to hold services until 1903, 

when Reverend Hovhanes Santikian 
became the first resident minister. 
Under his leadership, the membership 
quickly grew meeting in public halls. 
It became apparent a permanent 
location was needed to accommodate 
the worshipers.  In 1911, under 
the leadership of Reverend Arpiar 
Vartanian, Pilgrim Church purchased 
the church and parsonage of the First 

Congregational Church located at Van 
Ness and Inyo Streets. Ironically this, 
the first permanent church site, was 
the very building they were forced to 
leave 27 years earlier.

In 1914 came the horrors of the First 
World War which shook the world. The 
Armenians were uprooted from their 
homeland and experienced the First 
Genocide of the 20th Century. Many 
survivors found their way to Fresno. 
Due to the new immigrants, Pilgrim 
Church experienced unusual growth. 
During the ministry of Reverend M. G. 
Papazian, Pilgrim Church purchased 
the First Presbyterian Church on “M” 
and Merced Streets in downtown 
Fresno in 1921 to accommodate the 
growing congregation. That location 
of the church and parsonage served 
the congregation for forty years.

After Rev. Papazian retired in 1940, 
Rev. H. A. Chakmakjian served from 
1941 through 1950.  During those 
difficult war years, 198 men and 
women of the church served in the 
U.S armed forces.  Nine made the 
ultimate sacrifice for the defense of 
our country. In July 1953, Reverend 
Harry M. Missirlian arrived to assume 
the leadership of Pilgrim Church.

To be continued in
the September Progress

A Brief History of Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church

M Street Church, downtown Fresno, CA

Van Ness and Inyo Church, Fresno, CA

Sandy and Hal Avakian are 
making their Honey Bear wear his 
mask too!

A little more
COVID-19

Humor!
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Let Us Keep Looking To Jesus.
He is the one who started this journey of faith.
And he is the one who completes the journey of faith.

                                              Hebrews 12:2A (NIRV)
 

Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church 

STUDENT REGISTRATION FORM 
One per Child 

BACK TO SCHOOL BIBLE CAMP (aka VBS) 

September 9, 10, & 11 (6:30pm to 8:30pm) 
Child’s First & Last Name ____________________________________________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian Name ______________________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________  
(STREET ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE) 

Home Telephone (_____)_________________________  Cell Phone (_____)  __________________________________  

Email _______________________________________  Child’s birth date_________________  Current Grade_________  

Medical Information 
Medical or other information we need to know (please include any food allergies) ________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Emergency Contact  
Other than listed above: Name, Relationship to Child and Phone Number ______________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Who may pick up your child at the end of each Bible Camp? _________________________________________________  

Does your child attend Sunday School?  If so, where? ______________________________________________________  

If your child is visiting our church, who is the child a guest of? ________________________________________________  

May we have permission to use your child’s photograph for the purpose of promotion?           ❏ Yes          ❏ No 

──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
T-Shirt Size (Check one): Youth    ❏ XS    ❏ S    ❏ M    ❏ L           Adults:     ❏ S    ❏ M    ❏ L 

Medical Release: In case of emergency, I understand that a reasonable effort will be made to contact me. If I cannot be 
reached, I hereby give an agent of the Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church the permission to act in my behalf to seek 
emergency medical treatment for my child in the event treatment should be needed. I give permission to any licensed 
physician selected by this agent to administer such emergency treatment as said physician in his/her judgment deems 
necessary; and, I hereby absolve Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church, it’s agents and employees from any and all 
liability resulting from their conformance with these instructions. 
 

Return completed form(s) to PACC office by mailing to: 3673 N. First Street • Fresno, CA 93726 

──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 
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Fall Sunday School
begins September 13!

Come join us in
“The Garden”

at the west lawn
where we will

“GROW”
closer to Jesus. 

Back to School Bible Camp (aka VBS)
September 9, 10, 11 • 6:30p-8:30p • PACC Courtyard 
Grades 1-6 • Limited spots available 
Participants must preregister by August 30. We will not be able to accommodate 
walk-ins. Register online at pilgrimchurch.com or use registration form found on the 
opposite side of this page.

Let Us Keep Looking To Jesus. He is the one who started this journey of faith.
And he is the one who completes the journey of faith. –  Hebrews 12:2A (NIRV)

oUtDoor WorsHiP serViCe
Starting August 2, 2020 • 9:00am
Masks Mandatory. social distancing

and CoNtiNUiNg…
oNliNe MorNiNg WorsHiP
go to PilgrimChurch.com
Click on the link to watch
the online Sunday Worship • 10:30am


