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A MessAge froM PAstor Nerses BAlABANiAN

John 1:35-51

There was man who wanted to 
apply to a college. He was filling in 
the applications when he came across 
the question: “Are you a leader?” He 
thought for a minute and answered 
“No” expecting the worst. Sometime 
later he received the following letter 
form the college: “Dear applicant: Our 
application forms show us that this 
year we will have 1452 new leaders. 
We are accepting you because we will 
need at least one follower.”1

In the Gospel of John, the phrase 
“following Jesus” has an important 
meaning: it means becoming a disciple 
of Jesus. “Whoever serves me must 
follow me.” (John 12:26a NIV 11). 

For a moment think about the 
12 disciples of Jesus. Which names 
can you recall? You will probably 
remember Peter, Matthew, John, 
Judas, James, Philip and Thomas. 
But who remembers Andrew and 
Nathanael? How often have you 
heard about them? Peter’s name is 
mentioned 151 times in the Bible 

while Andrew’s is mentioned only 13 
times and Nathanael’s 7 times.

• It is the next day and John the 
Baptist (the voice) continues witnessing 
about Jesus saying: “Behold the lamb 
of god.” Now two of his disciples hear 
this from their master John, and then 
they decide to investigate more. So 
they approach Jesus. And Jesus asks 
them: “What do you want?” 

Indeed, what do you want from 
Jesus? An important existential 
question. What do you want from 
Jesus? Do you want to know him? 
Do you, really do you want to KNOW 
Jesus?

“Where are you staying rabbi?” 
actually means, “We want to talk with 
you more.” They use the term “rabbi.” 
They want to know more about him. 
They want to spend more time with 
him. “Where are you staying?”

Jesus’ answer is simple:
“Come and see….” Եկուր եւ տես 

(Yegour yev Des)
According to Scripture, they did 

follow Jesus. They spent that day with 
Him. 

• The next event is very important. 
Andrew goes and finds his brother 
simon-Peter. Have you noticed how 
Andrew finds people and brings them 
to Jesus like he found the young boy 
with fish and bread to feed the five 
thousand? (John 6:8)

Andrew’s testimony is an evidence 
that he encountered the Messiah. He 
said to his brother Peter:

“We have found the Messiah (that 
is, the Christ).” vs 41b 

I think Jesus found them. His light 
comes first searching for our lost souls. 
He finds us. I wish we are open and 
receptive to his call. the true light that 
gives light to everyone was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the 
world… (John 1:9,10a NIV 11)

• Next is Peter’s approach to Jesus. 
Jesus sees him and gives him a new 
name: “You are simon son of John. 
You will be called Cephas (which, 
when translated, is Peter)” (John 1:42 
NIV 11)

Jesus gives a new name to Peter. 
That name is going to be a costly name. 
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Our author is preparing our minds who Peter will be in the 
future. 

So, what do I care, Badveli?
What do you want from Jesus? Important question, 

existential question. What do you want in life? Who are 
you?

Once you find Christ in your life, HE is going to give you 
a new name, like Jacob who became Israel. our identity 
is shaped in Christ. As long as you don’t find your identity 
in Christ, you will always be lacking rest, always trying to 
prove yourself to everyone, including God. 

Next, Phillip follows Jesus. Like Andrew, Phillip invites 
Nathanael (gift from God). 

• Philip (Greek name, horse lover) was drawn to Christ in 
a very simple way. Philip did hear about Jesus in the town 
of Bethsaida (the house of fishermen) which is about 70 
miles North of Jerusalem. Five of Jesus’ disciples were from 
that village!

• Philip heard Jesus telling him: “follow me.” 
What a simple way to ask someone to follow! I wish my 

call was that simple.
There is no one way that invites us to follow Jesus. Each 

of us is unique, and God can use many ways to invite us to 
Him. It is interesting to see that Andrew, Peter and Philip 
did not follow Jesus after a big sermon with an alter call. 
No, they heard and saw. Philip heard about Jesus, he got 
invited to follow and he responded to the call.

But quickly he went to tell his friend Nathanael (gift 
from God). Nathanael was from Cana. (21:2)

I love Nathanael’s response. One can imagine Philip 
enthusiastically telling the Good news that he had found 
what Moses had told them years ago:

“We have found the one Moses wrote about whom 
the prophets also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.” (vs. 45).

Nathanael’s response: “Nazareth! Can anything good 
come from there?” (vs. 46)

I love his honest yet typical response.

You have to see that in those days the people of 
Bethsaida or Cana did not like the Nazarethians. And vice 
versa.

Nathanael was sitting under the fig tree. Please notice 
that a fig tree in those days was the place for relaxation 
and meditation. For the Israelites, the weather was so hot 
and dry they needed a place like a fig tree to relax. Perhaps 
he was in prayer when he was told about Jesus. Instead of 
seeing Jesus, he “saw” the “man from Nazareth.” 

Phillip: Come and see. The same verbs used; the same 
idea is repeating. If you want to follow Jesus you need to 
come, and you need to see. In my words: “i know, i know, 
but please come only once and you will see with your 
eyes. You will hear with your ears. Please come and see.”

Jesus’ response was great: “Here truly is an israelite in 
whom there is no deceit.” (vs 47)

You see Nathanael was surprised about Jesus’ knowledge. 
And Jesus said: “I saw you under fig tree, Nathanael. I can 
see you very well. I can read you. I know you.”

Nathanael declared: “rabbi, son of god, King of israel.”
Do you see what is happening? Nathanael CAMe and 

sAW.
“Come and see” Եկուր եւ տես (Yegour yev Des)
This statement was enough for some disciples to follow 

Jesus. The question that we as church should ask: 
is there anything special to ask people to come and see 

at PACC?
Nathanael means “gift from god”? He was a gift from 

God for the Armenians, too. Do you know that Nathanael’s 
other name is Bartholomew (Partoghomeos).

Yes, Thaddeus and Bartholomew became missionaries 
to Armenia. Brothers and sisters, we as PACC exists 
because these two disciples left their “fig trees”, heard the 
call from god and responded. 

Every October the Armenian church around the world 
celebrates the Feast of the Translators. The disciples 
brought the gospel to Armenia, in 301 AD Armenia accept-
ed Christianity as the state religion, and in 405 AD Mesrob 
Mashdots invented the Armenian alphabet with the pur-
pose of translating the Bible into our native tongue. 

May we remain faithful followers of Jesus. 
 _______________________________________________
1  http://www.sermonillustrations.com/a-z/f/follower.htm

Badveli Nerses Message:

Come and see
Continued from page 1
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MoDerAtor’s rePort
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.

(Col. 3:17, ESV)

As we continue our stay-at-home status in these 
unprecedented days of the pandemic of COVID-19, I 
wish to take this opportunity to greet each of you in 
the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and I 
ask His blessings on each of you.

On September 22, the Council met virtually, 
embarking on a new church year. The meeting was a 
transitional meeting of the former and newly elected 
members. Appreciative words were expressed to the 
outgoing board and committee members for their 
diligence and dedication in fulfilling their duties; 
and a special welcome was conveyed to the newly-
elected Council members. We look forward to 
serving God together through Pilgrim Church. 

Church Ministries: We thank god that all 
church miniseries continue with renewed zeal and 
commitment, especially as we embark on the new 
church year. 

Board/Committee elections: Each board/
committee member presented their respective 
reports and recommendations. The Council affirmed 
the recommendation, brought by the Christian 
Education Committee, to establish an Assistant 
Sunday School Superintendent position; and Krista 
Kasper was approved to assume the position.

On behalf of the Council, we thank you for your 
continued prayers and financial support. If God leads 
you to contribute at this time, please refer to the 
PilgrimChurch.com website where you will find a 
sub-menu called “On-line Giving”; or if you prefer, 
you may send your check to the church office via U.S. 
Mail.

As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
(1 Corinthians 12:20 NIV)

– by Moderator Edward Saliba
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2020 ANNUAl giViNg reCAP
For where your Treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 
(Matthew 6:21)

The graph shown indicates 
the budgeted amount for 
annual contributions. The 
current month indicates where 
we should be at this time, based 
on the budget. The final amount 
shown is the actual contributions 
we have collected through 
August 2020. We are over 91% 
of the budgeted amount for 
contributions! Praise God and 
Thank You Jesus! I am thankful 
to Him who provides for each 
of us and gives me the pleasure 
of sharing this report. We are 
blessed as a congregation and 
should be encouraged and 
inspired to bless those less 
fortunate and to continue our 
work being salt and light to our 
community, country and the world. Thank You!

A couple weeks ago our call to worship was Hebrews 1:1-
4. Verse 3 caught my attention. And the word “radiance” 
especially because of the imagery it creates in my mind.

“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word.” Hebrews 1:3a NIV

I read more about the book of Hebrews to get an even 
better understanding of such a beautiful passage. The 
commentary I read stated that Jesus came to bring us the 
ultimate, complete message and understanding of God. 
All that we want to know can be found in Jesus. He is the 
radiant light that we need to follow, to rest in, to overcome 
the darkness in this world. He is an “exact representation” 
not just a message bearer or laws to follow, He’s it, He’s 
God. In our Bible study group we are studying John in 
conjunction with our sermon series. John 1: 1-5 tells us 
exactly the same thing. Because He loves us so much, God 
came down to us in the form of Jesus. We don’t climb up 
to Him, He climbs down to us and extends His hand. Rest 
in knowing you are loved.

“the Word gave life to everything that was created, 
and his life brought light to everyone. the light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.” 
John 1: 4-5 NLT

– by Treasurer Patrice Ruble

Board and committee members were installed during the 
September 27 outdoor worship service.
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News from Artsakh and Armenia
On the morning of Sunday, September 27, Azerbaijan 

(backed by Turkey) launched a missile and aerial attack on 
Artsakh*, using drones and helicopters targeting civilian 
populations in the capital, Stepanakert, and major regions 
throughout the Republic.

On Tuesday, September 29, the attack expanded to 
Armenia.

All of Artsakh-Azerbaijan border is under attack, and 
martial law has been declared in Artsakh and Armenia.

Prayers needed for all the soldiers, their families, and 
the leaders of the nation. 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord, 
the Maker of heaven and earth .

(Psalm 121:1)

The 13th Century Gantsasar Monastery

The famous monument called “We are our Mountains” 
in the capital city of Stepanakert

* The territory, which is called Artsakh today (Karabagh) 
was inhabited by Armenians centuries ago, when the Azeri 
race didn’t even exist.

The country Azerbaijan was created by the Soviet Union 
and the lands of Artsakh were included in the Azerbaijani 
territory despite the fact that for centuries native ethnic 
Armenians occupied the territory.

After the fall of the Soviet Union Azerbaijani extremists 
made an attempt to annihilate the Armenian inhabitants 
of Artsakh and to populate the area with Azeris. Armenians 
fought back heroically to preserve the lands of their 
ancestors and declared independence in 1991.
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PArt iii
Rev. Missirlian retired in 1980 to 

become the first Minister to the Union 
of the AEUNA and received the title of 
Pastor Emeritus. Rev. Roger Minassian 
succeeded him and under his leader-
ship, the church took two giant steps 
forward. First, the church hired its first 
full-time assistant pastor, Rev. Calvin 
Sagherian, who created a thriving 
young couples’ group, while also lead-
ing college and high school groups. In 
1993, Rev. Minassian resigned to form 
an organization called Hope Now for 
Youth, which helped to convert over a 
thousand former gang members to job 
holders through the power of Jesus 
Christ. Many Pilgrim parishioners have 
served in various capacities with Hope 
Now and were particularly important 
during its early years.

Harry and Zabelle Goorabian, 
longtime members of the church, 
made an extremely generous gift to 
allow the building and operation of 
a Family Life Center. The Goorabian 
Family Life Center, consisting of a first-
class basketball court, weight room, a 
kitchen and meeting rooms, has had 
an outsized influence on Fresno. One 
meeting room housed a coffee house 
and live music venue operated under 
the name “Kuppajoe,” and several 
young people who otherwise probably 
would not have graced a church came 
to know Jesus Christ and accept him 
as their Lord and Savior there. At one 
time, the Fresno Bee named Kuppajoe 
one of the three best places in Fresno 
to hear live music of any kind – not 
just of church music.

In 1995, Rev. Dr. Bruce Baloian 
succeeded Rev. Minassian. He brought 
a wealth of teaching excellence with 
him and many remember his dynamic 
and enlightening bible studies and 
powerful sermons. In 1997, he 
resigned to return to Azusa Pacific 
University where he had been a 
professor of Old Testament.

Rev. Ara Guekguezian began 
his ministry at Pilgrim Church in 
September of 2000 and presided 

A Brief History of Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church

over the church’s one hundredth 
anniversary in January 2001. During 
Rev. Guekguezian’s ministry, Pilgrim 
increased its missionary outreach. 
The church adopted a sister church in 
Gyumri, Armenia, sending monetary 
aid and, under Rev. Guekguezian’s 
leadership, teams of people from 
Fresno traveled to Armenia. His 
fifteen plus years of service brought 
a much-needed continuity of pastoral 
leadership. He was also instrumental 
in bringing Rev. Kevin Kasper to Pilgrim 
to serve as Associate Pastor.

After Rev. Guekguezian’s resignation 
in 2015, the church commenced a 
search and was blessed to welcome 
Rev. Nerses Balabanian as Senior 
Pastor in October of 2017. Under 
his leadership, the church was able 
to increase the use of the Armenian 
language in the worship service 
while simultaneously maintaining a 
powerful English ministry. He and his 
wife, Sevan, have also shared their 
considerable musical talents to ensure 
Sunday worship remains vibrant and 

glorifying to God.
Although the recent Covid-19 

outbreak has forced the church 
to suspend gathering for worship 
and instruction on our campus, our 
pastoral team and lay volunteers 
have maintained a virtual worship 
service every Sunday, as well as prayer 
and praise via Zoom on alternate 
Wednesday evenings, and various 
Bible studies. These efforts have led to 
reaching people around the country 
in a way that could not be done 
otherwise.

While wait to meet again in person, 
we trust in God’s providence and His 
love that he has shown us in the 119 
years of our existence. We prayerfully 
and gratefully look forward to 
continuing to serve Him, knowing 
that while some have planted and 
some have watered Pilgrim Church, 
God gave, and continues to give, the 
increase.
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BirtH ANNoUNCeMeNt
CoNgrAtUlAtioNs
Tyler and Jennifer Bray 

on the birth of their daughter

Addison Jana 
on September 21, 2020.

Congratulations also to 
grandparents 

Rodney and Linda Gavroian

Talia Kassabian, Greg 
and Sara Kassabian’s 
daughter (Carl and 
Dianne Kassabian’s 
granddaughter) is 
the winner of the 
AMAA 2020 James G. 

Jameson Essay Contest, High School 
Level. We proudly reprint her essay for 
your enjoyment.

 
As the first Christian nation, little 

Armenia is a big part of Christian 
history. I feel great pride for my 
heritage, being born into a people 
who have followed the Lord for many 
centuries, and stood for the truth of 
the Bible even through persecution. 
It is an amazing reality to me that the 
faith I have now has been carried by 
my family for so many generations, 
and gives me a deep connection with 
my ancestors. Armenia dates back 
thousands of years, and has yielded a 
rich culture that is deeply rooted in the 
Word of God since the Gospel was first 
received by our people through the 
Apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew. 
Since that time, Armenians have been 
producing religious artwork, music, 
and traditions that bring together my 
heritage and faith. This history has 
created a community and closeness 
among the Armenian people, and 
continues the legacy of our people 
being one that listens to God’s call. 

Armenia first publically announced 
their country’s allegiance to God 
in 301 AD, but their journey with 
the Lord began long before then. 
Being such an ancient people group, 
Armenians have been mentioned in 
the Bible and other early manuscripts. 
Along with Noah’s Ark landing on the 
plains of Mt. Ararat, 2 Kings 19:37 
talks about “escaping into the land 
of Armenia,” and Jeremiah 51:27 
mentions the “kingdom of Ararat.” 
This fact gives me great joy, knowing 
that my ancestors were living nearby 
Jesus and His disciples during the 
time of His ministry. That when Jesus 

instructs to go and share the good 
news to the Gentile nations, Armenia 
was a part of that statement. Another 
one of these connections is that one 
lineage of my family immigrated to 
America from Smyrna, which is one of 
the churches addressed in Revelation. 
I feel so blessed to not only be part 
of a culture that has existed for 
many millennia and withstood many 
trials, but also one that has rooted 
themselves in Christ so early in history. 

The Armenian Church, in its 
extensive past, has had many years 
to develop traditions unique to the 
universal Church. The beauty of the 
churches, architecture, artwork, 
and music is a special part of our 
culture, and brings me closer to our 
history of faith. Being raised in an 
area of California with no Armenian 
community, traveling to Fresno, where 
there is a large Armenian community 
that both my parents were raised in, 
was always an exciting experience for 
me. I was raised in my father’s church, 
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational 
Church, participating in Vacation Bible 
School with my cousins, and attending 
Sunday morning services with my 
grandparents. I still visit often, and 
love being able to surround myself 
with family and other Armenians 
who have known me since I was little. 
Every time I walk into the sanctuary, I 
am in awe of the beauty and grandeur 
that contrasts with all the Western 
churches I’ve been to. The wooden 
pews face the pulpit, which is adorned 
with gold crosses, candelabras, and 
heavy fabric. On the right and left, 
you look up to see ornate stained 
glass windows, expressing in color 
the stories of the Bible. Above, the 
high ceilings and spire stretch into the 
sky, with sunlight shining through the 
small stained glass windows of the 
apostles looking down on the people. 
All this accompanied by hymns played 
on the organ creates an incredible 
experience that brings me close to the 

oPerAtioN CHristMAs CHilD 
2020

Pilgrim Church is participating in 
operation Christmas Child once again 
this year.  Shoeboxes and guidelines 
for filling shoeboxes will be available 
after church each Sunday or can 
be obtained by calling the church 
office. Fill a shoebox and make the 
difference in the life of a child through 
the POWER of a SIMPLE GIFT.

WitH sYMPAtHY
We are deeply saddened 

of the passing of:
Zabel Mouradian, September 2019
Our condolences to the Mouradian 

and Tusan families

sharon Aslanian, August 24, 2020
Our condolences to 

her son Bryan Kramer

Well done, good and 
faithful servant. 

You have been faithful over a little; 
I will set you over much. 

Enter into the joy of your master. 
(Matthew 25:21)

A People rooted in god’s Word

continued on page 7
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Talia Kassabian:

rooted in god’s Word
Continued from page 6

Lord, and instills in me a desire to praise His holy name. I’ve 
come to learn that Talia Kassabian (12th Grade Graduate) 

Armenians appreciate beauty, and it is revealed in the 
way they adorn their churches, that it may be set apart as 
a holy place. 

Another unique aspect of Armenian Christianity is the 
khachkar, or Armenian stone cross. This is an important 
symbol for our culture, and one that can be seen all over 
Armenia. Ever since I was little, my dad has worn his gold 
Armenian cross necklace he was given by his church for 
serving as an acolyte. It has always been such a special and 
nostalgic memory for me, so my parent’s decided to give me 
one of my own as a gift for my 8th grade graduation. It is one 
of my most treasured items, being handmade in Armenia, 
and resting on my mother’s gold chain. I very rarely take it 
off, and it is a reminder and external symbol of my faith and 
Armenian heritage. It reminds me of my cultural and eternal 
identity, and I wear it with great pride. 

I continually seek to grow and encourage others in 
the faith, knowing that I, along with my generation, am 
the future of the Armenian people. Being raised by two 
Armenian parents brought up in sister churches, I was 
introduced to the Gospel at a young age, and have been 
blessed with a loving Christian family. As I’ve grown up, 
my faith and relationship with the Father has grown and 
matured. Through the ups and downs of my life, He has 
revealed to me time and time again His faithfulness and 
love. Each day I seek to grow more into the image of His son, 
and be a light that He may use for His glory. I treasure our 
Armenian traditions and connection to the Christian church, 
seeing them as a special link to that past and world of our 
ancestors. In a world where so many are turning away from 
God, I aspire to remain rooted and grounded in His love. In 
this way, I am proud to be of the Armenian Christian youth 
of today, and seek to serve the community of our people. 

The Christian roots set in place by our ancestors so 
long ago still remain today, and is a link that connects the 
Armenian community around the world. The many programs 
and organizations that seek to preserve those roots in the 
new generations ensure that our traditions continue. From 
Bible times to today, the people of Armenia have a long 
history full of ups and downs, art and culture, but most 
importantly, a longstanding faith in the Lord. Today, we have 
many symbols of that relationship with God, and traditions 
that connect us with the early churches of our ancestors. 
I feel so blessed to be part of such a culture, and it only 
enhances the relationship I have with Christ.

Hello Parents! 

The Children’s Ministry Team was elated 
to welcome the elementary students back to 
Sunday School on September 20. We have been 
in “The Garden” learning, discussing, and reading 
the book of John. We’ve also been busy in the 
garden learning about the fruit trees there, and 
we began planting the fall crop! It’s truly our 
privilege to spend this time with your children. 
There is so much to look forward to every Sunday! 

Additionally, we are pleased to be able to 
offer a sunday school class beginning october 
4 especially for five-year olds. sunday school 
classes are from 10-11 a.m. every sunday 
following worship service. We continue to look 
forward to seeing you and your children there

Blessings, 
Melinda Eritzian
Sunday School Superintendent

To our dear families with younger children, we haven’t 
forgotten you! As soon as we are able to accommodate 
children 0-4 years and utilize the nursery and have classes 
for ages 3-4 years, we certainly will!
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oUtDoor WorsHiP serViCe
Sunday mornings • 9:00am
Masks Mandatory. social distancing

and CoNtiNUiNg…
oNliNe MorNiNg WorsHiP
go to PilgrimChurch.com
Click on the link to watch
the online Sunday Worship • 10:30am

More than ever
this is a time to reflect on

the bounty provided
by our Lord.
It is a time of

thanksgiving and family.

This year, your support
will help to renew and refurbish

the Christian Education Building.
Our Sunday School rooms

will undergo a much needed update
to meet our ongoing needs.

Watch your mail for more information
and please return the support form

with your donation
by Sunday, October 25

The Board of Trustees wishes you a


