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A MessAge froM PAstor Nerses BAlABANiAN

What is
truth?

Believe it or not it is November. 
Thanksgiving and Christmas are 
around the corner. What else we are 
going to face before this year is over? 
I don’t know. As I was thinking what 
to share with you in the Progress, I 
contemplated on the following, “Give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 
Thess. 5:18). In my heart I said, “Lord, 
how can we do that? We are in a 
pandemic. We are in a war against 
the Azeri and Turkish aggression over 
Artsakh and Armenia. The elections 
are here, and our nation is divided. I 
want to thank you, Lord, for who you 
are. We can walk confidently because 
your presence is with us, and in you 
is our hope.” As I was thinking about 
these, I heard a message from Badveli 
Ron Tovmassian, the Senior Pastor of 
the United Armenian Congregational 
Church (UACC) in Los Angeles. I called 
him and asked permission to share his 
message with you. Here it is:

• • • • •
It’s a really difficult time in the 

world right now. We’re dealing with 
the pandemic, we’re dealing with 
being stuck at home, we’re dealing 
with fires, hurricanes and tornadoes 
here in the United States, bombs 
going off in Lebanon, trouble still in 
Syria and now on top of everything 
else we as Armenians have to deal 
with the fact that our Homeland is 
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being attacked. It’s not just any kind 
of attack. It’s an intentional attempt 
by the perpetrators of the Genocide 
to complete the task that was left 
unfinished in 1915. These are people 
who are determined to remove us from 
our land and to remove Armenians 
completely from the face of the earth. 
It’s been their agenda and it’s what 
they continue to want.

As I was thinking about this, my 
mind was drawn to a passage from 
the Gospel of John. It’s a conversation 
that Jesus is having with Pilate during 
his trial. 

“Jesus said, ‘I was born and came 
into the world to testify to the truth 
and everybody on the side of the 
truth listens to me.’ Pilate said, ‘What 
is truth?’” (John 18:37-38)

This is a great example in the 
Scriptures of what happens when 

you ignore, change or just fail to 
acknowledge truth when you don’t 
admit it. Pilate did not recognize the 
truth when Christ was standing right 
in front of him. What was the result? 
Christ ended up on the cross dying at 
the hands of sinful men.

For over a century, much of the world 
has failed to recognize the truth about 
the Armenian Genocide. They failed 
to admit it. Now some countries have 
acknowledged it but unfortunately 
even our own country America has 
not. The criminals who perpetrated 
this crime against humanity have not 
been called to account. The truth has 
not been acknowledged. And because 
truth was forgotten, denied, ignored, 
and not dealt with this is the result. 
The nation responsible was never 
punished and never paid the price for 
their crimes. They have no reason to 
even understand or have any deterrent 
to doing it again. So today that same 
nation feels it could continue its agenda 
of Genocide against our people. When 
truth is not served and justice is not 
achieved, the sins of the past return, 
continue and haunt us. For this reason, 
I think our goal in all of this must not be 
only to stop the fighting and maintain 
the right to self-determination for both 
Armenia and Artsakh. That’s a vital 
goal but it can’t stop there. There will 
never be peace, we will never be safe, 
our borders will never be secure as long 
as the truth remains buried. That is the 
only healthy resolution to this issue, 
and it can only happen if the nations of 
the world will open their eyes and hold 
Turkey accountable for these crimes.
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MoDerAtor’s rePort
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
(Col. 3:17, ESV)

The Council met virtually on October 27, 2020. October is designated 
as a National Clergy Appreciation Month, a month to recognize the 
contributions and service of the clergy. On Sunday, October 11, the Board 
of Deacons recognized our pastors. They made a special presentation 
on behalf of the church to our beloved Badvelis Nerses and Kevin. We 
value and appreciate our Pastors for their dedication in serving the Lord 
and shepherding the flock at Pilgrim Church. They do so selflessly with 
unwavering commitment. We love and pray for them and promise to be 
the wind beneath their wings. As Mrs. Jaramishian so eloquently stated, 
“Don’t ask what the Badvelis can do for you, but what you can do for 
the Badvelis.”
Prayer: I would like to challenge ALL OF US to pray for:

•  God’s continued protection, guidance and wisdom for our pastors. 
•  Our church leaders and the PACC Congregation
•  The situation in Artsakh and Armenia. May God protect the soldiers, 

leaders and civilians. Pray for God’s protection and peaceful 
resolution of this conflict that has killed over a thousand people and 
continues to take innocent lives daily.

•  Pray for the leaders of our city/county/state, and the United States 
of America. May God grant them wisdom as they lead our county.

Church Ministries: We thank the Lord that the church miniseries 
continue through the various boards and committees. I pray for the 
leadership of the ministries as they remain committed with excitement 
and joy. 

in-Person Worship service: It is my pleasure to inform you that Sunday, 
October 18, 2020 was the official Sunday when we started live-streaming 
the worship service. We also began holding our worship service in the 
Sanctuary while abiding by the California CDC regulations. We give 
thanks first to God and secondly to the Media Committee - in particular 
to Badveli Kevin and John Gregory for their tireless hours dedicated to 
the accomplishment of the live-stream. 

In closing, the Council wishes to remind the Congregation of the 
opportunity to support the church ministries through your donations. 
If God leads you to contribute, please refer to the PilgrimChurch.com 
website, where you will find a sub-menu called “on-line giving”; or if 
you prefer you may send in your check by way of U.S. Mail.

As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
(1 Corinthians 12:20 NIV)

– by Moderator Edward Saliba

Now speaking about all that on an 
international level, I also want to say 
that there’s a practical lesson in these 
verses for us. In our own lives there are 
crimes that we have committed against 
God and against others. Crimes of sin, 
unforgiveness, insensitivity, hurtful 
attitudes and disobedience. We, too, 
must be willing to acknowledge the truth 
in our own lives, to seek forgiveness, to 
be held accountable. If we can’t do this 
in our own personal lives, how can we 
expect an unbelieving world to do it on 
a national level? If we’re not willing to 
deal with the truth of our past in our 
own lives, we will repeat those sins as 
well and we will repeat that harvest into 
the future.

I would encourage you today to take 
some time first of all to lift up your 
prayers for Armenia and Artsakh, for 
the people that are struggling, for those 
who are shedding their blood on the 
front lines. I would ask you to pray as 
well that the world may acknowledge 
the truth so that that it might set them 
free. Secondly, in your prayers l examine 
your own life and see if there is any truth 
that you have been avoiding. Seek God in 
that, seek forgiveness, seek restitution. 
Truth unacknowledged will keep you in 
chains. But Jesus says in John 8:32 that 
the result of being his disciple is that 
“you will know the truth and that truth 
will set you free.” God bless you.

Rev. Rov Tovmassian
Senior Pastor, UACC

Badveli Nerses Message:

What is truth?
Continuing Badveli Ron Tovmassian,  
the Senior Pastor of the United 
Armenian Congregational Church 
(UACC) in Los Angeles from page 1

eleanor garabedian 
September 2

(John Garabedian’s mother)  

WitH sYMPAtHY: We Are DeePlY sADDeNeD of tHe PAssiNg of:
Helen sadoian 

October 2
Arousiag tovmassian Missirlian 

October 26
Harold (Hal) eugene Avakian 

October 28

Our condolences to all the families
Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master. 

(Matthew 25:21)
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2020 ANNUAl giViNg reCAP
For where your Treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 
(Matthew 6:21)

The graph shown indicates the budgeted 
amount for annual contributions. The current 
month indicates where we should be at this 
time, based on the budget. The final amount 
shown is the actual contributions we have 
collected through September 2020. We have 
completed the third quarter of 2020 and have 
received 94% of our budgeted contributions. I 
am grateful beyond words.  In meetings I am 
saying words I have never spoken before in 
regards to our financial position.  I’m literally 
giddy. We are so blessed by our Heavenly 
Father. He watches over us and blesses us so 
we may bless others in return. This is a sign 
straight from the Bible... “Bring the full tenth 
into the storehouse so that there may be 
food in my house. Test me in this way,” says 
the Lord of Armies.  “See if I will not open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing 
for you without measure” (Malachi 3:10). 
Without measure, that is how generous our Lord is. There is no extent to 
His blessings for us.

We have much to be thankful for as Thanksgiving approaches. I’m 
not ignoring the topsy turvey, upside down challenges the pandemic 
has brought into each of our lives, but considering we are not with our 
Armenian brothers and sisters in Armenia and Artsakh fighting for our 
lives we should be praising God for all we have and leaning on Him to 
get through the difficulties we face each day. Easier said than done I 
know all too well.  Recently I sat at my desk at work with my head in my 
hands holding back tears, anger, frustration and wanting to scream.  Ten 
seconds into my breakdown my phone chimes.  It’s a message from the 
Bible app. “Feeling overwhelmed?” Seriously if that isn’t a God thing I 
don’t know what is.  He was gently reminding me that I am not alone. 
Also, he was reminding me to keep my eyes focused on Him. The Bible 
app related the story of Peter when Jesus was on the water in the midst of 
a storm (Matthew 14:22-33) and invited Peter to STEP OUT OF THE BOAT 
to join Him.  Peter obeyed and was great until he realized he was standing 
on water in a storm, then he took his eyes, mind, reality off Jesus and 
fixated on the problem of being on water. He couldn’t even remember 
that everything was working so well before.  With his eyes off Jesus, he 
began to sink. I don’t know about you but I sink a lot. I even know from 
experience that keeping my eyes, mind, heart fixed on Jesus keeps me a 
float or not sinking so deep but I still go back to taking my eyes off Jesus. I 
am thankful for Jesus.  That despite my failings and short comings, sin and 
arrogance, He gently and faithfully reminds me to keep my eyes on Him. 
He is (the only one) in control.

“Immediately Jesus reached out his hand, caught hold of him, and 
said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”

(Matthew 14:31)
– by Treasurer Patrice Ruble

As part of the mission of the 2020 Stay 
at Home Harvest Banquet, Trustees, Men’s 
Forum, Dorcas Guild and many church 
volunteers prepared a delicious Losh 
Kebab meal that was delivered to over 80 
congregational members who have been 
shut-in by the worldwide pandemic. Thank 
you to all who helped.



Stand Together
With
Artsakh-Armenia
ՄԻԱՍԻՆ ԱՐՑԱԽԻ եւ
ՀԱՅԱՍՏԱՆԻ ՀԱՄԱՐ
A cultural event in support of
our brothers and sisters in the Homeland

Sunday, November 8
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church Grounds
3673 N. First Street, Fresno, CA 93726

Suits* and Artwork for purchase • 12:00-3:00 PM
An Outdoor Musical Event • 2:00-3:00 PM

Free Admission. Donations accepted to benefit
the Armenia Fund (www.ArmeniaFund.org)
100% of all proceeds benefit Armenia Fund

First Armenian Presbyterian Church
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational church
St. Paul Armenian Apostolic Church
Armenian Museum of Fresno
Hamazkayin Armenian Cultural Educational Association
Tekeyan Cultural Association

Masks and Social Distancing Required

*Available for purchase new, high-quality mens’ suits sizes 36-58. Dress shirts and ties, too.  All donated. 
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Parenting in the Pew Discussion 
Parents and family members of children are invited to come and take part in a 

discussion based on the book Parenting in the Pew. 
We will be sharing information on how to successfully attend worship service 

with children of all ages! 

sunday, November 1 from 3:30-4:30p in the library 
Questions?  
Call Melinda Eritzian or 
Krista Kasper

Hello Friends,
Sunday School classes 

during the month of October 
have been filled with studying 
the Gospel of John including 
reading together and great 
discussions. We are discovering 
some of the major themes and 
names of Jesus which help us 
to know Him better. We’ve 
learned about why John wrote 
this book and what is means to 
believe!

Our time together in 
the Garden is precious. We 
have enjoyed live worship, 
experimenting with the fall 
crop, trying our hand at 
growing sprouted pinto beans 
into plants, and sketching and 
painting with watercolors some 
favorite parts of the garden. 
We ended the month with a 
pumpkin patch and pumpkin 
painting and decorating.

We are blessed with a loving 
team of teachers and assistants 
who are prepared to spend 
Sunday mornings with the 
children in an eventful way. 

Classes we currently offer:
• 5 years-old class
• 1-3 grade class
• 4-6 grade class
Check in: 9 to 9:15am
Class time: 9:15 to 10:15am

We welcome first time 
students to join us anytime!

Melinda Eritzian
Sunday School 
   Superintendent

To our dear families with younger 
children, we haven’t forgotten 
you! As soon as we are able to 
accommodate children 0-4 years and 
utilize the nursery and have classes 
for ages 3-4 years, we certainly will!

Children’s Ministry Update

Children’s Mission 
Project Event! 
Samaritan’s Purse –  
Operation Christmas Child 

Come help and serve others with 
Teacher Cathy by preparing the shoeboxes 
to be donated to Operation Christmas 
Child (for Children Kindergarten (5 years) 
through 6th grade).

friday, November 13 
from 3-4p at Pilgrim

Questions? 
Call Melinda Eritzian, 

559 259 2555 

oPerAtioN CHristMAs 
CHilD 2020

Shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child need to be re-
turned on or before Sunday 
November 8th. You may leave 
them in the office with Houry 
during the week or bring them 
to church on Sunday mornings. 

If you have questions, please 
call Cathy Cholakian at 285-
5780 (cell) or 834-5657 (home).

fall 
sunday 
school

Come join us in
“The Garden”

at the
west lawn

where we will
“GROW”
closer to

Jesus. 
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sUNDAY MorNiNg WorsHiP
in-person 10:30 am
Masks Mandatory • Social distancing

live streaming on our website: 
pilgrimchurch.com


