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A Message from Pastor Nerses Balabanian

What Are
We Waiting
For?
John 1:10-14, Luke 1:46-55
Pregnancy is quite a challenging period in the life of a
woman and her family. The mother-to-be goes through lots
of experiences. Enormous hormonal changes take place.
Certain smells start bothering her. Her lifestyle is not the
same anymore.
But most of all, the mother-to-be waits. She waits with
anticipation. She waits for the child who will bring joy to the
family. Although she does not know the child, yet she keeps
thinking and dreaming about him/her.
Advent is the season for waiting for Christmas. What are
we waiting for? Who are we waiting for? Who is going to
come? Just think about this year, 2020. Some of us can’t
wait till it ends. We are looking forward to a new year, yet is
there anything new under the sun? So what are we waiting
for?
The Word of God is full of promises about the coming
Savior.  We are waiting for the fulfillment of the prophecies.
Isaiah writes about the One who will come: “For to us
a child is born, to us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6). God will
give us a sign, says Isaiah. “Therefore the Lord himself will
give you a sign: the virgin will be with child and will give
birth to a son” (Isaiah 7:14). These prophecies were fulfilled
a thousand years later. The Gospel of Matthew gives that
account (Matthew 1:21-23).

Micah prophesies about the location of the birth. He
writes: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are
small among the clans of Judah, one of you will some for
me, one who will be ruler over Israel” (Micah 5:2). Luke tells
us that this prophecy was fulfilled (Luke 2:4,15). The newborn
King was not born in the glorious city of Jerusalem, but in the
small, insignificant town of Bethlehem.
Hosea gives us another prophecy: “Out of Egypt I called
my son” (Hosea 11:1).
Matthew confirms these words saying, “And so was
fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out
of Egypt I called my son’” (Matthew 2:15).
Malachi talks about the road opener. “See, I will send my
messenger, who will prepare the way before me” (Malachi
3:1). In Mark 1:2, we meet John the Baptist, the road opener.
Zachariah 9:9 says: “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion…
See your King comes to you… gentle and riding on a donkey.”
The story of the King riding on a donkey is found in all four
gospels. A humble king enters Jerusalem riding on a donkey
and not a horse.
Isaiah 53 presents to us the Suffering Servant. We are not
only waiting for a King, but a Suffering Servant as well. He is a
King who is ready to bear all kinds of suffering.
Isaiah also describes the people who saw a great light: “The
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people walking in darkness have seen a great light” (Isaiah
9:2) Lately we are studying the Gospel of John which opens
with a beautiful passage about the Word becoming flesh and
Christ as the light. “The true light that gives light to every
man was coming into the world” (John 1:9).  
Let me ask again, “What
are we waiting for?” Everyone
is waiting for something to
happen. Some are waiting
for the pandemic to be gone.
Armenians are waiting for some
kind of a fair solutions for the
unjust war that we faced.
Some are waiting for
vacation.
Some are waiting for a salary
raise.
What are we waiting for as
Christians?
How about waiting for the
fulfillment of the prophecies?
In John 19:24,28,36,37 the
Apostle talks about the casting
of the lots for the clothes of Jesus, his thirst on the cross, his
bones not being broken, and his pierced side. All of these are
there in the Old Testament (Psalm 22:18, 22:15, 34:20, and
Zachariah 12:10). His death, resurrection and ascension are
all in the Old Testament (Isaiah 53:7, Psalm 18, Psalm 68:18).
I am pointing all these not for a proof. God does not need
our proof. God can express Himself the way He wants.
Yet, I am illustrating to you all these verses so that we see
that we are not alone in waiting. The Old Testament was
waiting. The prophets were waiting. The wise men were
waiting. The shepherds heard about it and started to look
and wait in ANTICIPATION. Who is this NEWBORN?
Abraham waited for a promised son. Joseph waited for
a meaning in his terrible condition. Moses waited for the
Promised Land. Jews waited for the Messiah. And they are
still waiting. What are you waiting for?
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was pregnant and waiting. Let
us take a moment to look at Mary’s song and understand
what she was waiting for.
Her song is recorded in the Gospel of Luke. It is called
the Magnificat. There are numerous musical works, including
Armenian sharagans, based on these words. Today what can
we learn from this song?
Mary, was confused and frightened. She did not
understand many things, yet she obeyed God. And now she
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is waiting with praise and joy.
“My Soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God
my savior...” (Luke 1:46)
She is praising before Jesus was born. She is praising
without having the gift. She is full of praise about what will
be in future, rather what is with her now.
Remember she was very young and probably poor. In
her condition, she learned to praise God, not because she
was poor, but with anticipation of what will come:
“…He has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry
with good things…” (Luke
1:52,53).  
Do you feel hungry to see
Jesus? What are you waiting
for? Well, Mary did learn to be
hungry for God. She learned
to rejoice in her difficult
position. She learned to praise
and glorify God, with the
anticipation of what is coming.
That is faith. “Faith is being
sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not
see” (Hebrews 11:1).
So what is Mary waiting for?
She is waiting the promised
Messiah with praise and
adoration, the One who is
coming to lift us up from our OLD LIFE.
Lord, come again, come and fill this empty earth with
your light which gives everlasting life. Come to our homes,
churches, cities, and the world. Come, Lord Jesus.
Let me end with this Advent hymn:
Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God
For him let doors be opened, no hearts against him barred!
Not robed in royal splendor, in power and pomp, comes he;
But clad as are all poorest, such his humility!
Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God
By those who truly listen his voice is truly heard;
Pity the proud and haughty, who have not learned to heed
The Christ who is the Promise, who has atonement made.
Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God
He only to the humble reveals the face of God.
All power is his, all glory! All things are in his hand,
All ages and all peoples, till time itself shall end!
Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God
He offers to the burdened the rest and grace they need.
Gentle is he and humble! And light his yoke shall be,
For he would have us bear it so he can make us free!

MODERATOR’S REPORT

“Give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (I Thessalonians 5:18)
What a year 2020 has been so far. This has been a year like no other.
I don’t think there is a need to recite the events, which occurred during
the year. However, there is one sure thing – GOD NEVER CHANGES. He is
sovereign and faithful forever.
As the Council closed November, we remain thankful to God for His
continued love and protection, and for His guidance as we serve Him
through the church. We embark on the month of December with joy, as
we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. We seek His continued
care; and it is my earnest prayer that you remain safe and in good health.
Let me also take this opportunity to wish you a very Merry and Joyous
Christmas.
Church Operations: Praise God that our church miniseries continues
through the various boards and committees. I pray for the leadership of
the various ministries as they remain committed and continue to serve
with joy and excitement.
The Council met virtually on November 17, 2020 for the customary
joint meeting with the Board of Trustee, for the purpose of approving
the proposed operating budget for next year. The proposed budget will
be presented to the Congregation for approval during the congregational
meeting this month.
Following the approval of the budget, the Trustees were given the
option to remain or leave as the Council continued its regular meeting.
The pastors and each board/committee presented their report for the
previous month’s activity.
A recommendation was made by the Christian Education Committee to
change the titles of the Sunday School Superintendent and the Assistant
Superintendent to Director of Children’s Ministries and Children’s
Ministries Assistant. The Committee believed this will reflect the duties
and scope or the positions. The Council approved the change.
Worship Service: Please note since the recent tightening of COVID-19
restrictions for Fresno County, we will be moving our worship services
back outdoors. The live stream of the worship service will continue at
10:30 every Sunday.
Prayer Requests For:
• God’s continued protection, guidance and wisdom for our pastors.
• Our church leaders and the PACC Congregation
• The situation in Artsakh and Armenia. May God protect the our
brothers and sisters and give wisdom to the leaders.
• Our City, County, State and Federal leaders. May God grant them
wisdom as they lead our country.
In closing, the Council wishes to remind the Congregation as you plan
your year-end contribution, to have the support of the church ministries
in mind. If God leads you to contribute, please refer to the PilgrimChurch.
com website, where you will find a sub-menu called “On-line Giving”. If
you prefer, you may send your check via U.S. Mail.
– by Moderator Edward Saliba
“As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”
(1 Corinthians 12:20 NIV)

DECEMBER 6, 2020
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
SCHEDULED
Greetings Church family,
This is to remind you that the
virtual congregational meeting
via Zoom is set for next Sunday,
December 6, 2020, 12pm, for
the purpose of approving the
proposed 2021 operating budget.
For your convenience we have
set a date and time where you may
call our Treasurer Patrice Ruble at
(559) 269-5170 for any questions
related to the proposed budget.
Please leave a message in case you
missed her and she will call you
back.
Dates for you to call are:
• Wednesday 12/2/20
• Thursday 12/3/20 (6pm-8pm)

Below please find the zoom link
to join the meeting.
Topic: Congregational Meeting
Time: Dec 6, 2020 12:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 826 4165 7892
+1 669 900 9128
– by Moderator Edward Saliba
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2020 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP

For where your Treasure is, there your heart will be also.
(Matthew 6:21)
The graph shown indicates the budgeted
amount for annual contributions. The
current month indicates where we should
be at this time, based on the budget.
$
The final amount shown is the actual
411,954.16
DEC 31
contributions we have collected through
NOV 30
October 2020. As we approach the end of
$343,295.13
OCT 31
2020 we have received 91% of our budgeted
contributions. Thank you Jesus and bless all $311,225.29
SEP 30
who follow His word. As we approach the
AUG 31
start of a new year and a new budget it is a
JUL 31
blessing to have God’s generous provision.
Whenever the Christmas or Easter
JUN 30
seasons begin I immediately think of
MAY 31
Isaiah. In fact I double-checked what
I wrote last year and sure enough I
APR 30
would have referenced the same verse
MAR 31
Isaiah 9:6. I’ve never even studied the
FEB 28
book of Isaiah but I am moved by his words
about Jesus. Today I had a devotional on
JAN 31
Psalm 95:6. It’s about worship. There is one
clear fact, we all worship. What or who we
worship is the question. Our time, talent and resources show clearly
what we praise or put upon a throne. Is it Jesus? Or do you find that
like me you sometimes wander. Aren’t we agitated and upset because
COVID has taken away our time or limited us from doing the things
we want to do, being with the people we want to be with, gathering
how we want to gather. However, it hasn’t taken away our time we
can spend with God. In fact we should have more time to spend in His
word, in study, in worship, in seeking out what He wants us to do. God
gave us a gift long ago. A gift many of us have accepted. But accepting
Him isn’t the end of the story. In fact it’s the beginning, just as the little
baby born in Bethlehem was the beginning, too. We are to worship
Him. We are to put Him first in our lives. From the mundane decision
of picking out a new dishwasher to the life changing actions we must
take for a loved one suffering an illness. He has the answer and we
need to turn to Him first. Let us bow down. Let us worship and adore
Him. Jesus our Savior, redeemer, our King! Wishing each of you and
your family and friends a Merry Christmas!
“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock
of our salvation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol
him with music and song. For the Lord is the great God, the great
King above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the
mountain peaks belong to him. The sea is his, for he made it, and
his hands formed the dry land. Come, let us bow down in worship,
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God and we are
the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. Today, if only you
would hear his voice.” (Psalm 95: 1-7 NIV) – You can still read Isaiah,
too!
– Treasurer Patrice Ruble
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Birth ANNOUNCEMENT
CONGRATULATIONS
•••••
Shane and Jodi Darakjian
on the birth of their son
Kanan Shahin Darakjian
on November 13, 2020
Congratulations also to grandparents
Hrant & Kelly Darakjian
Joey & Terry Roseberry
•••••
Robbie and Michelle Vartan
on the birth of their daughter
Ruth Violet Vartan
on November 15, 2020.
Congratulations also to grandparents
Robert and Barbara Vartan

WITH SYMPATHY:
WE ARE DEEPLY SADDENED
BY THE PASSING OF:
Valerie Badvelian – November 9
Jack Cholakian– November 11
(Pete Cholakian’s brother)
John Morris – November 15
(Mayo Goliti’s husband)
Martin Krikorian – November 28
Our condolences to all the families
Well done, good and faithful servant.
You have been faithful over a little;
I will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master.
(Matthew 25:21)

A
AM A

CHRISTMAS

THE ARMENIAN MISSIONARY
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA...

JOY PACKAGES

The PACC Missions
Committee is raising funds
to participate in this
amazing project.
Each box costs $15
Make your check payable to:
PACC
Memo:
AMAA Christmas Joy

TO BRING CHRISTMAS JOY TO
OUR CHILDREN IN ARMENIA & ARTSAKH

DESPITE THE ONGOING WAR IN ARTSAKH AND ARMENIA, AMAA’S
DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS HAVE BEGUN PREPARATIONS TO BRING
‘CHRISTMAS JOY’ TO OUR CHILDREN IN THE HOMELAND AND ARTSAKH!

#

“STITCHED WITH LOVE”
It is that time of year once again to donate
to the Armenian Missionary Association of
America “Stitched with Love” project. Each
year the Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible
Study collects handmade baby blankets
and hats to send to the AMAA for Armenia, and this year is no exception. Our PACC
women lovingly responded and the first
shipment is on the way.
Anyone wishing to donate handmade
baby blankets or baby/children hats, please
contact Roseann Saliba (559) 960-4100)
who will gladly send another shipment in
January for Armenian Christmas.

_________________________________________
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Gift Giving
Made Delicious!

Contact the church office to place your order (559) 229-2915 • 3673 N. First St., Fresno, CA 93726

Name
Phone
OFFICE
USE ONLY

Prepaid:

❏ Yes

CODE

❏ No

Payment:

DESCRIPTION

PRICE

145

3.25 lb. Round Willow Basket

$37

161

1 lb. Tree Tray – Fruit

$15

184

1 lb. 8 oz. Exotic Fruit Mix

$19

198

Trivet/Basket Party Tray

$27

223

10 oz. Dipped Apricots
17 oz. Dipped Apricots

$15

285

1 lb. 8 oz. Round Basket
– Assorted Fruit

$17

332

24 oz. White & Dark
Almond Bark

$20

1 lb. 12 oz. Kraft Box
– Assorted Fruit

$20

1 lb. 8 oz. Four Nut Crate:
Cashews, Pistachios, Mixed Nuts
& Almonds

$20

226

492

553

Photo
Unavailable

Thank You Garry Packing
for your continued support of
our Youth Ministries!

❏ Check
QUANTITY

$22

Total

$

❏ Cash
TOTAL

Children’s Ministry Update
Dear Pilgrim Family,
The month of November did not disappoint! The
fall season with the children has been nothing short
of an immense blessing for the Children’s Ministry
Team. We have continued our inductive Bible Study
of the Gospel of John.
The elementary students have learned how
to identify key words in
each chapter and are
learning how to ask informational
questions
and find the answers in
scripture. They are doing
so well!
During November the
children learned how
to properly open and
deseed pomegranates.
Their favorite part was
whacking those pomegranates with the back
of wooden spoons! We
spent some time preparing various herbs including lemon thyme,
spearmint, peppermint,
cilantro, and oregano to
be dried. The children enjoyed painting Fall Trees
with acrylics, and we created a Thankful Tree with our handprints as we reflected on what we are thankful to God for.
Time in the garden, painting, music, and projects
are beautiful extensions of worship unto God. We are
continuously thankful to be able to spend this time
studying the Word and enjoy His creation with the
children.
If you have children, grandchildren, family, or
friends who have not yet joined us, I invite you to
come. December is entirely special, filled with awe,
wonder, and special memories. We have much to
share and welcome new friends anytime
Classes we currently offer:
• 4/5 Year Old Class
• 1-3 Grade Class
• 4-6 Grade Class
Check in: 9-9:15a • Class time: 9:15-10:15a
* No Children’s Sunday School Classes scheduled
on 12/27/20 and 1/3/21
– Melinda Eritzian, Director of Children’s Ministries

Operation
Christmas Child

“Go into all the world and proclaim
the Gospel to the whole creation”
(Mark 16:15 ESV)
In Liberia, a teacher who taught at a
Bible college partnered with Operation
Christmas Child to share the gospel with
people in the isolated village of Bolo. The
only way to reach this village was by foot,
walking on a single narrow footpath through
rough terrain, a journey that took an hour and a half each
way. Many students at the Bible college where the teacher taught had been recipients of shoeboxes from Operation
Christmas Child, had accepted Jesus as their Savior because
of learning about the Gospel from the Gospel book they received with their shoebox when they were children and now
were studying to become pastors and evangelists. Fifty students, joined the teacher on the initial trek into the village
to deliver 80 shoeboxes as well as food, medicine and audio
recordings of the Scripture in the village’s native language –
Mano. The visit was well received. Children appreciated the
material gifts they receiving but were more grateful for the
Gospel book in their language that accompanied the shoebox
and the opportunity to learn about Jesus. The end result of
the initial visit was that a new congregation of believers was
formed in the village of Bolo. Each Sunday students from the
Bible college in Liberia continue to make the 3 hour round
trip on foot to lead the new congregation and continue sharing the Gospel with them.
A pastor in Mexico took shoeboxes worked with Operation
Christmas Child and Samaritans Purse to deliver shoeboxes to
a remote village Mazatlán and introduced the gospel to the
people of the village.
The result was 100
people – both adults
and children came to
know Jesus, accept
Him as their Savior
and now have started a church in their
village.
Pilgrim
Church
family, friends and
PACC Sunday School
students and staff, many thanks to those who participated
in Operation Christmas Child this year. In spite of this being
a year of uncertainty and many changes we collected 102
shoeboxes! The power of a simple box is immeasurable
as evidenced by these two stories. Praise God for the
opportunity He has provided our congregation to be partners
in sharing the Gospel to 102 children and their families this
year.
– Cathy Cholakian
_________________________________________

december 2020 pilgrim’s progress • 7

Non-Profit Org
US Postage
PAID
Permit No. 41
Fresno, CA

3673 North First Street
Fresno, California 93726-6870
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
In-person 10:30 am
Masks Mandatory • Social distancing
Live streaming on our website:
pilgrimchurch.com

rag
o
h
C
d
l
i
u
G
Dorcas
le
a
S
u
r
h
T
e
Driv
Saturday,
2

December 1
drive thru
10am-12pm
Chorag is
$15/package
(limit 2 per
household;
…
no pre-orders
t served)
first come-firs
ayable
Make check p
ild
to Dorcas Gu
!
See you there

