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The Magnificat
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN

Music is a powerful instrument that stirs emotions,
memories and thoughts. I can hear a simple melody from
Gomidas which can transport me to memories of choir,
musical nights at home, concerts in various cities... etc.
Mary’s song of Praise (The Magnificat in Latin) is one of
the most famous songs in Christianity. We Armenians have
a great sharagan Medzatsoustse based on it. Many great
musicians such as Bach have Magnificat masterpieces.
I pray that this morning by examining the Magnificat, the
song of the mother of Jesus, will bring a different kind of joy
in your heart, mind and soul.
The Joy of Mary and Elizabeth
When the angel gave Mary the news that she would
conceive by the Holy Spirit, she was surprised and afraid.
The angel’s first words of were:
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” (Luke
1:28 ESV).
The word “greetings” in Greek is Chairo1 which means
Rejoice, be glad. Of course, young Mary was terrified
and confused. The angel comforted Mary the same way
Zechariah, husband of Elizabeth and the father of John the
Baptist, was comforted with the words “Do not be afraid.”
God has His ways to surprise humanity. Zechariah and

Elizabeth were surprised by the news of the pregnancy, and
now the same angel gives the Good News to Mary.
Mary visits Elizabeth. Both are pregnant in unusual
circumstances.
N.T. Wright describes this visit: “Mary’s visit to Elizabeth is
a wonderful human portrait of the older woman, pregnant
at last after hope had gone, and the younger one, pregnant
far sooner than she had expected.”2
“And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the
baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit.” (Luke 1:41 ESV)
The remark about the Holy Spirit filling Elizabeth is
crucial, for it indicates that her remarks and emotions are
directed by God. This is not artificial joy.
Then Elizabeth said:
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the
mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when
the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in
my womb leaped for joy.” (Luke 1:42-44 ESV)
I love how the mother of John the Baptist calls Mary the
mother of her LORD. How wonderful is when each person
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understands his or her place in God’s plan.
Mary and Elizabeth shared a dream. It is an old dream of
the people of Israel. God made a covenant with Abraham
that He would bless all the nations of the earth. These
pregnancies are God’s plan in fulfilling that promise.
Mary sang a song of Joy (read the Luke 1:46-56)
Almost all the words are biblical quotations.
It looks like Mary had memorized them as a Jewish girl.
• Mary’s song echoes the song of Hannah in 1 Samuel
2 and from book of Psalms. Hannah also sang in joy
celebrating the birth of Samuel and what God would
do through her child. When God appears to humanity,
there will be joy, a joy that will revolutionize life.
• Samuel’s birth brought the nation of Israel to God.
• John’s birth brought repentance for the sins of Israel.
• Jesus’ birth is the climax; it brought the Good News of
Salvation for humanity.
Let us examine the song: It is a thanksgiving psalm,
the first part about Mary’s personal praise for her specific
situation, while the rest of the hymn praises God’s activity
in more general terms.3
MARY’S HEART IS BURSTING WITH JOY
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior,” (Luke 1:46-47 ESV)
Have you ever felt that way in your life? When was the
last time your heart burst with joy? I don’t know much
about Mary’s background, how she was raised, why God
chose her. But I see a special relationship between God and
herself.
When the angel appeared to Mary, he said: “Greetings
(Rejoice), O favored one, the Lord is with you!” (Luke 1:28
ESV); “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God.” (Luke 1:30 ESV).
Found favor with God? Who am I to find favor with God?
There is a personal relationship between God and Mary.
The essence of her joy comes when she exalts God. “My
soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior.” In exaltation she finds inner joy. I believe our joy
comes from this point. Do I know God personally? Do I
worship and exalt Him? Mary is human, and not a perfect
one. She is like you and me. She was chosen to be the
mother of Jesus. How wonderful and joyful it is to be an
instrument of God. It leads me to the next point.
MARY’S/OUR RESPONSIBILITY
“… for he has looked on the humble estate of his
servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call
me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things
for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those
who fear him from generation to generation.” (Luke 1:4850 ESV)
________________________________________
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Once I heard a preacher said: Two of the most amazing
discoveries you will ever in life come when you realize:
a) God is working out His plan for this world, and
b)	
He has chosen a special part for you to play in
accomplishing His plan.4
The God who sits in heaven has shown concern to his
lowly servant. In the midst of all He does in creation, Mary
has been noticed. That is so beautiful; this is our God; this
is the way God works. She will testify to God’s care for
her, just as he cares for others. Mary, the humble servant
of God, will be called blessed. She will be called blessed
because of the birth of the Messiah through her. The focus
is on Jesus and not on her…
“Mary will be honored “from now on” by all generations,
not because she is special, but because she is the model
and representative of what it is to experience God’s grace
and mercy.”5
Yet, I want to stress here that she accepted the
responsibility to bear Jesus. She was ready to be vessel
that God can use her for His Glory. Mary sings for joy that
a God so great not only notices a poor nobody like her but
actually invites her to be a part of His plan to save the
world.
GOD IS AT WORK
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has brought
down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of
humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty. (Luke 1:51-53 ESV)
The hymn echoes language from the Old Testament as
Mary rejoices in the saving action of God….What was Jesus’
first sermon which was quoted from Isaiah?
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke
4:18-19 ESV)
Jesus came to bring God’s Kingdom in this fallen world,
the broken world where priorities are upside down. “Thy
kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.” We recite these
words almost every Sunday in Lord’s Prayer. I pray that you
mean it. By praying the Lord’s Prayer, you are declaring that
Christ brought the Kingdom of God here on earth, and we
are part of that Kingdom. We have responsibilities towards
this creation.
Conclusion:
• Do you see yourself any way bringing the joy of Christ
in this world?
• Do you see yourself where you can bring the Good
News to the poor and weak, to the humble and the
oppressed, to the refugees and homeless, to wounded
ones and the ones who are hurting?
continued on next page

MODERATOR’S REPORT
“Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in
heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will
mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. And he
will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they
will gather his elect from the four winds, from one
end of the heavens to the other.”
(Matthew 24:30-31)
We are entering the Advent season, where we
commemorate the anticipation of the first coming of
Jesus Christ. During this joyous time, we often forget
that Jesus is coming again. This time, though, He is
not coming as a helpless infant, but in all His power
and glory as God the Son.
We have many activities during this season. In
addition to getting together with family, we have our
annual congregational budget meeting December 12,
after worship. I urge all members who can to attend
this meeting.
In addition, we are planning a special worship
service for Christmas Sunday, December 19, and a
Christmas Eve service at 4:00 p.m. on December 24.
I hope to see you then.
Let us not forget, though, that we look forward
not only to commemorating the first Christmas, but
also to celebrating a second Christmas when Christ
returns. I wish you all the blessings of Christ this
season, and in the coming year.
– By Moderator John Eleazarian

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DECEMBER 8

BUDGET MEETING

The PACC Budget Meeting is scheduled for
December 12, 2021 following morning worship
for the purpose of approving the 2022 Budget and
other items that may pertain to the well-being of
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church facilities and
its ministry.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Pilgrim Church family and friends,
thank you for your support of Operation
Christmas Child once again this year.
Because of your love, and generosity we
were able to donate 110 shoeboxes to this
worthwhile ministry and support Samaritan’s
Purse as co-participants in their commitment to
take “the Good News to the ENDS OF THE EARTH.”

WITH SYMPATHY

We are deeply saddened by the passing of:
Dennis Kerbach
on November 26, 2021
Husband of the late Donna Kizirian Kerbach
Brother-in-law to George & Rose Marie Samuelian
and Larry and Linda Jenkins
Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful
over a little; I will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master.
(Matthew 25:21)

The Magnificat
Continued from page 2

• Do you see yourself poor, hungry to receive Jesus daily
in your life?
• Do you have a Magnificat song, song of thanksgiving
in your life?
Why don’t you read this poem again, and ask yourself
where are you concerning in relationship with God?
Chairo is the same word used Matthew describing the
wise men when they say the star: When they saw the star,
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy
2
N.T. Wright Luke for Everyone, P16
3
Darrell L. Bock, NIV Application Commentary Luke p 66
4
T. Michael Crews. Who is This Glad Girl and Why is She
Singing? 2006
5
Darrell L. Bock, NIV Application Commentary Luke P 67
1

DORCAS GUILD
WEDNESDAY CIRCLE

Christmas Luncheon and Bible Study
Wednesday, December 15, 2021
Come at 11:45 to the Overflow Room
Enjoy a wonderful luncheon
provided by three of our members.
If you are attending,
please RSVP to Carla, 259-8953.
Badveli Nerses will lead our
Bible Study at 1:00 on
Parables Lost & Found
Luke 15: 1-32
__________________________________________
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JOURNEY TO RESILIENCE
Moving together through challenges and loss
to hope and joy!

On September 18, 2021 we began a six week
series of group sessions dealing with challenges
and loss.
We discussed the meaning of grief and what
the Bible has to say about grief. The participants
learned the various types of grief, myths about
grief and practical ways to process the feelings that
accompany grief. In our final session we focused
on children’s grief and ways to help children who
are experiencing challenges or loss in their lives.
I thank God for leading me to provide these
sessions and His guidance throughout the six
weeks. The participants expressed positive
feedback on their experience stating, “I wish more
people would take advantage of this (seebelow)
“I recently participated in the grief and
resilience session at Pilgrim Church led by Doreen
Fischer. She has spent many years collecting a
wealth of information and ideas to help people
move forward during the most difficult periods in
their lives.
Doreen has a compassionate heart and wants to
help those who are grieving. There is grief due to all
kinds of loss (death, divorce, broken relationships,
health, financial and lifestyle change, etc.) We
were all helped and amazed each week as we
were provided with tools to navigate through our
difficult paths.
We were all blessed, Thank you, Doreen.”
Don’t miss the opportunity to experience all
the valuable information, activities and handouts
Doreen has to share with you to help you heal
and grow. –Anonymous
The group sessions will be provided again in
January.

THE ARMENIAN MISSIONARY
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Invites You...

TO BRING
CHRISTMAS JOY
TO OUR CHILDREN IN
ARMENIA & ARTSAKH

The Christmas Season is nearing! No matter where they live or what traditions they
celebrate, children around the world wait expectantly for this most special time of the
year. AMAA’s Christmas Joy Program is ready to bring smiles and fun to thousands
of children in Armenia and Artsakh. The story and miracle of Christmas is conveyed
through live music, dance and song performances at AMAA Centers and Churches
in villages and cities throughout Armenia and Artsakh. At the end of each celebration
Santa arrives with a special delivery, to be handed to each child in attendance. For
many of these children, this box (which is filled with small toys, novelties and a
Christmas activity book) may be the only Christmas present they receive, as their
families cannot afford to spend what little income they have on presents. Please
consider being a part of delivering hope and joy to these children. For as little as $15
your donation covers the cost of sending a box, filled with surprises and gifts, to a
child and bringing the spirit of Christmas directly into their arms! Seeing the joy on
their faces is our gift and a much-needed reminder of God’s love.

I would like to help provide a blessed
Christmas for children in need.
Make check payable to: Armenian Missionary Association of
America, memo: Christmas Joy and mail to: 31 W. Century Rd.,
Paramus, NJ 07652 or make a donation online at www.amaa.org

VIEW NOW!

POINSETTIAS: If you wish to donate a Christmas poinsettia in memory of, in honor of or
in celebration of someone, please mail this coupon to the church (3673 N. First St., Fresno,
CA 93726) or drop it in the offering plate by Sunday, December 12, 2021. Cost per plant is
$15. Your gift will grace the Chancel on Sunday, December 19, 2021, Christmas Eve morning
service and Christmas Eve candlelight service, after which you may take the poinsettia home.
In memory of______________________________________________________________
In honor of ________________________________________________________________
In celebration______________________________________________________________
By________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________
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Gift Giving
Made Delicious!

Contact the church office to place your order (559) 229-2915 • 3673 N. First St., Fresno, CA 93726

Name
Phone
OFFICE
USE ONLY

Prepaid:

❏ Yes

CODE

❏ No

Payment:

DESCRIPTION

PRICE

145

3.25 lb. Round Willow Basket

$40

161

1 lb. Tree Tray – Fruit

$15

184

1 lb. 8 oz. Exotic Fruit Mix

$19

198

Trivet/Basket Party Tray

$27

223

8.5 oz. Dipped Apricots
17 oz. Dipped Apricots

$15

285

1 lb. 8 oz. Round Basket
– Assorted Fruit

$18

332

20 oz. White & Dark
Almond Bark

$20

Dried Fruit Quiche Dish
Dish is white

$15

1 lb. 8 oz. Four Nut Crate:
Cashews, Pistachios, Mixed Nuts
& Almonds

$20

226

531

553

Photo
Unavailable

Thank You Garry Packing
for your continued support of
our Youth Ministries!

❏ Check
QUANTITY

$22

Total

$

❏ Cash
TOTAL

Hello Pilgrim Friends,
Lessons: So much going on in November! The
elementary aged children have continued to study the
Gospel of John, currently in John 13. They read, discuss,
and draw the main points of the scripture. The preschool
and kindergarten class enjoy a New Testament story
every week, answer and ask questions about it, and
color a picture depicting the story.
Children’s Garden: The children have planted a fall
crop including curly leaf kale, arugula, and cabbage.
They are looking forward to the fruits (or vegetables) of
their labor!
Projects and Crafts: Fall themed crafts have been all
the rage. Students have made decorative votive candle
holders, clay handprints, and more!
Thanksgiving Sunday: We celebrated Thanksgiving
Sunday by learning about what Jesus thanked the Father
for, choosing five things we are most thankful to God
for to create a thankful chain, and a lively game of fall
themed Pictionary. The preschool and kindergarten
class focused on 1 Thessalonians 5:18.

Հայկական
Ծնունդի
ՄԻԱՑԵԱԼ
ՊԱՇՏԱՄՈՒՆՔ
Հայ Աւետարանական
Պանդխտաց Եկեղեցի
Առաջին Հայ Երիցական
Եկեղեցի
Չորեքշաբթի, 5 Յունուար 2022
երեկոյեան ժամը 7-ին
Առաջին Հայկական Երիցական Եկեղեցի մէջ
430 First Street, Fresno, CA 93702

________________________________________
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December Dates: Please mark your calendars
[Sunday, December 5, 12 & 19] and have the children in
your lives join us for Sunday school dates leading up to
the celebration of Christmas! Allow them to experience
what God has for them! Students are always welcome to
invite their friends and family to join us for the Sunday
morning program beginning at 9:15am.
Classes offered for 3-5 year olds and 1-6 grades.
We are waiting for you!
– Melinda Eritzian, Children’s Ministry Director
OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD
On November 6, youth
members joined Teacher
Cathy and packed boxes
for Samaritan’s Purse.

Armenian
Christmas
Service
Join us in celebrating with
Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church!
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5TH, 2022 | 7 PM
FIRST ARMENIAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
430 FIRST STREET, FRESNO, CA 93702

__________________________________________
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10:30 am Worship

1:00 pm Youth Group
Caroling

9:15 Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
Christmas Sunday

Advent # 4

26

19

11:30 pm
Congregational Meeting

9:15 Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Advent # 3

5

12

Advent # 2
Pantry Sunday
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship/Holy
Communion-- Children’s
Message
11:45 am Deacon’s
Prayer, Bridal Room

SUNDAY

20

13

Office/ GFLC Are
Closed

27

8:00-4:00 pm F USD

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due

6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit women’s
Fellowship-Zoom

6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship- Zoom

6

8:00-4:00 pm F USD

7:00 pm CE Meeting,
Zoom

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

TUESDAY

December 2021

MONDAY

28

21

14

7

1

29

6:00-10:00 pm Fresno
State Armenian
Students Org.
Christmas Dinner

22

6:00 pm High School
7:30 pm College Bible
Study

11:45 pm Dorcas Guild
Circle, Overflow Room

15

6:00 pm High School
7:30 pm College Bible
Study

8

6:00 pm High School
7:30 pm College Bible
Study
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

WEDNESDAY

9

2

23

16

30

Prayer, Fresno- Clovis

7:00 pm Young Adult
Bible Study

7:00 pm Young Adult
Bible Study

7:00 pm Young Adult
Bible Study

THURSDAY
3

NEW YEAR’S EVE

31

4:00 pm Christmas
Eve Service

24

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room

17

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room

10

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room

FRIDAY
4

Christmas Day

25

18

3:00 pm Piano
Recital, Sanctuary

11

10:30 am Tabitha
Circle,, Marsha
Kafafian’s Residence

Dry Greek Service
Project , Middle
School & High
School

SATURDAY

Non-Profit Org
US Postage
PAID
Permit No. 41
Fresno, CA

3673 North First Street
Fresno, California 93726-6870
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
In-person 10:30 am

Online at 10:30 am
On our website: pilgrimchurch.com

