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Jesus and the Outcasts
The ministry of Jesus started in Capernaum. In the 1st
chapter of the Gospel according to Mark, we see how
Jesus confronts the demons and heals the sick. People are
astonished, and they start coming to him with their problems.
“The whole city was gathered together at the door.” (Mark
1:33).
Jesus suddenly becomes a celebrity. Did he like that?
I don’t think Jesus wanted to have all those spotlights on
him. Jesus did not lose his focus on his ministry:
“Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there
also, for that is why I came out.” (Mark 1:38 ESV)
Miracles are fine. He does care for people, but physical
healing is not his ultimate goal. His mission is to preach the
Good News. He is testifying: “I am here to preach, I came for
this reason.”
Jesus’ Compassion Toward the Leper (Mark 1:40-45)
Leprosy used to be a terrible disease. Lepers had to leave
their home, their family and get quarantined. In Leviticus
14, we read all the ceremonial procedures for a leper to
enter back into the community. One could turn back to the
community after being examined by the priest. This man was
an outcast.
• This man had faith: “If you will, you can make me clean.”
He was not saying, “I am not sure if you can heal me or not.”
He was simply saying, “You can heal me.”
Moved with pity, (another translation “moved with
compassion” or in the literal translation, “moved to the guts”
(from the deep down inside, the kind of deep compassion as
if coming from his guts).
• Jesus deliberately touches the man. He could heal him
without touching, but he touches the untouchable.
Jesus is facing this imperfect world full of sin, disease, and
He is ready to penetrate inside this fallen world.
• He heals this man then asks him not to tell others, except
show to the priest that he was cured.
Jesus does not want people to see him as a magician, a
miracle maker.
Jesus does not want to reveal God’s power just with
miracles.
Jesus wants to keep the news of his miracle quiet so that
he will have more time to instruct and teach his disciples and
his followers.1

Jesus put his mission at risk. The healed leper was
disobedient. He went all over, and he could not keep silent.
The man literally became a preacher in Galilee. This man’s
preaching was so strong that Mark says:
“Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out
in desolate places…” Back to the desert.
Jesus is the incredible God who acts with love and
compassion. He risks, the man disobeys, yet Jesus moves
accordingly.
Think this way. We may disobey God. God takes our
disobedience on His shoulders. He takes this over and over.
God does not give up from us. He will find a way to “reroute”
us like the GPS does when we do not follow the instructions.
• However, if we decide to ignore it, we are not certain
that we will arrive to the desired destination. If we continue
in our disobedience to God, we will alienate ourselves from
Him.
Jesus’ Compassion Toward the Paralytic (Mark 2:1-12)
We find here a strange story. Why strange? When is the
last time you saw someone making a hole in the ceiling to
bring down a paralyzed person to see Jesus?
A Paralyzed man. I wonder what people were thinking
about this man. Someone sinned, that is why he is paralyzed.
Somehow, he is an outcast again.
Here we have five people; Jesus saw their faith
when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” (5)
These five did the impossible to bring themselves to Jesus.
Four of these people who were carrying the bed and the fifth
one, their paralyzed friend. There was a large crowd. They
could not enter. They had to do something. They could go
back. No, they did not give up. They wanted to see Jesus.
In Palestine homes had flat roofs made from clay and
supported by wooden beams. You can find some of these
structures even today. People rested on the roof, especially
during the summer nights they slept where it was cool. There
were stairs to go up to the roof from the outside. It was
possible to make a hole and bring down the paralytic person
lying on his bed.
Let us look at this picture from the inside. Jesus is teaching.
continued on next page

PACC EVENTS OF 2022
New Year and Armenian
Christmas Sunday............. January 2
Joint Armenian
Christmas ........................ January 5
Dry Creek Service
Project (Youth)................ January 22
Broomball (Youth).......... January 30
at 8:30 pm
Founders Day
Sunday.......................... February 27
Vartanantz Commemoration
Thursday....................... February 24
FAPC
Lent Season Bible Studies
Thursday nights...........March 17, 24
March 31 & April 7
PACC Church Retreat................. TBD
Dorcas-Men’s Forum:
Love Song.............................. April 7
Palm Sunday........................ April 10
Maundy Thursday................ April 14
Easter Sunday...................... April 17
Genocide Commemoration
Gathering Sunday............... April 24
Mother’s Day..........................May 8
Memorial Day Picnic.............May 30
PACC Annual Meeting............ June 5
Graduation
Elevation Sunday....................June 5
Biannual Meeting
Philadelphia.................... June 23-26
Summer Student
Mission Trip.......................June TBD
Father’s Day..........................June 19
Vacation Bible School......... July TBD
Rally (Renewal)
Sunday....................... September 11
Harvest Banquet.............October 16
Thanksgiving
Sunday........................November 20
Congregational
Budget Meeting............ December 4
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service..... December 24
Christmas Worship
Celebration Sunday.... December 25

The Outcasts
Continued from page 1

And suddenly the soil is falling down from
the ceiling. Then four people with ropes
are lowering down the bed. As if we are
in a grave, and they are lowering down a
dead man down the grave. It is strange! It
is odd! It is funny! It is unusual! It is crazy!
Who could do such an act?
Jesus was touched by this unusual act.
And when Jesus saw their faith, he
said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are
forgiven.” (5)
Wow, Jesus’ first concern was to “heal”
this man from his sins; healing from
inside, real healing…
I don’t think the paralyzed man came
for forgiveness of sins. He wanted to be
healed. But Jesus has his way to penetrate
to the heart of the man. Who knows
maybe he was full of shame? Maybe
people were looking down on him, he is
paralyzed, someone sinned, and that is
why he is paralyzed….
The Scribes sitting there are not happy.
They are the experts of the Law. Who are
you to forgive sins?
• It’s so easy to sit down and criticize
versus the other four people who made
the impossible possible to bring their
friend to Jesus.
The scribes are thinking, “What
authority does this man have?”
There is only one place one can receive
forgiveness of sins, which is in the Temple.
This was done by a priest and not by a
rabbi-carpenter.
“A priest could pronounce the
forgiveness of sins on the basis of
repentance, restitution and sacrifice”
(Lev. 4; 5; 6; 17:11)2. This was too much….
• Jesus knew that these people were
complaining:
“And immediately Jesus, perceiving in
his spirit that they thus questioned within
themselves, said to them, ‘Why do you
question these things in your hearts?
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic,
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise,
take up your bed and walk”’? (Mark 2:8-9
ESV)
By looking from outside
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the event, of course telling a man “Your
sins are forgiven” is easier. Why? No one
can see if the sins are forgiven or not.
It would be easy also just to say to this
man, “Get up and walk.”
Jesus did not do that, why?
Forgiving someone’s sins is a much
harder thing to do. You need authority
from God. Only God can do that. Jesus is
teaching them an important lesson.
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God (Mark 1:1 ESV)
Jesus was claiming to have divine
authority. His crucifixion and resurrection
later will indicate how Jesus came to
forgive our sins.
For now, he will show his divine
presence saying:
“But that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins” – he said to the paralytic – “I say to
you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.”
(Mark 2:10-11 ESV)
Jesus declares He is the Son of Man.
The concept comes from the Book of
Daniel. In his book, Daniel writes about
a vision that the “Son of Man” is coming
down through clouds and will have
authority over the earth (Daniel 7:13-14).
The messianic age is here and has begun
with the coming of Jesus. (The Kingdom
of God at hand, Kairos)
Application on all the events:
1. Compassion towards the outcasts.
Jesus had compassion, and it was costly.
Who are the outcasts for you today?
Are they it the homeless, or those who
don’t believe like you do? Are they the
vaccinated or unvaccinated people?
2. Real healing starts from the inside:
“Your sins are forgiven.” Jesus is the key
person to bring forgiveness of sins. Jesus
heals the inside and the outside of the
person. Sin is destructive. Sin alienates us
from God. We live in a cursed world where
disease and sickness exist. Jesus not only
healed the heart of the man but also his
feet.
3. Blessed are those who lead the
“disabled” to Christ. Where is your role
leading someone to Jesus?
4. When Christ touches us, we walk
differently
continued on next page

MODERATOR’S REPORT
“…[Y]ou so not know what your life will be like tomorrow… Instead, you ought to say ‘If the Lord will,
we shall live and also do this or that.’.”
(James 4: 14-15)
These last two years we have certainly seen the
truth of this wisdom from James. Not only has Covid
forced changes in our plans at PACC, but other things
have as well. We were not able to commemorate the
120th anniversary of PACC’s founding last year, nor
were we able to commemorate it in January of this
year, as we usually do. Instead, we commemorated
Founders Day on Sunday, February 27, 2022, with cake
and signing cards for parishioners whose presence we
miss.
The second part of that commemoration will take
place this coming Sunday, March 6, 2022, when we
deliver chorag and the cards we signed to those same
parishioners. Even though the dates differ from
our original plans, the Lord’s will has enabled us to
commemorate Founders Day in, perhaps, a better
way than we intended at first.
Founder’s Day isn’t the only thing going on at PACC.
We start our Lenten Bible studies in March, using
the excellent book To Seek And To Serve by Sinclair
Ferguson. All the while, our boards and committees
have been busy doing those things needed to keep
the church thriving.
In that regard, the Nominating Committee has been
particularly busy seeking the right people to fill those
boards and committees for the new term beginning
after June. If a Nominating Committee member
contacts you, please prayerfully consider their
request, remembering that God equips us to do His
work, and that service at PACC offers the opportunity
both to serve our loving God, and to grow in our faith.
May all of you receive God’s blessing in this Lenten
season.
– By Moderator John Eleazarian

The Outcasts
Continued from page 1

It changes our steps and our vision.
The Paralyzed man went back WALKING, not only him
but all of them went back running.
He went in like a tomb. Christ gave him new life. He
came out of the tomb “resurrected”. He was walking; he
was walking like a new person.
Let us WALK back to our daily life with a renewed mind,
body, heart, and vision.
1. David E. Garland, The NIV Application Commentary, Mark P 71
2. ibid P 94

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHS

Isla Blue Taylor
Born February 1, 2022
Parents: Jeff & Evan Taylor
Grandparents: Robyn & Ken Esraelian
Von Aren Hajian
Born February 9, 2022
Parents: Aram & Natalie Hajian
Grandparents: Alex & Sonia Jemanjian
•••••

WITH SYMPATHY

We are deeply saddened by the passing of:
Theodore (Ted) Messerlian – December 21, 2021
Victor Avakian – February 3, 2022
Jack Tozlian – February 12, 2022
Knar Guekguezian – March 1, 2022
Well done, good and faithful servant.
You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master.
(Matthew 25:21)

DEACON’S CORNER

Why is Attending Church a Part of the Life of a Christian?
Christians are a corporate body with many members
united by faith. Because of this unity, the Church exists. The
Church is not a building or a structure. It is the assembly of
believers gathered to express their unity in Jesus Christ
and to worship him. First Corinthians 12:27 declares, “Now
you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it.”
So why is it important to gather together for worship?
• It is our way of showing our love for God and where
we can praise and honor Him together.
Ephesians 5:19 says, “…speaking to one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody within your heart to the Lord”
“Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before Him with
joyful singing”. Ps. 100:2
“O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; Let us shout
joyfully to the rock of our salvation”. Ps. 95:1
“Come let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before
our Lord Our Maker. Ps. 95:6
• It is where we gather to publicly show our faith
through corporate joy and thankfulness before God.
“I will declare Your name to my brethren.”
“In the midst of the assembly, I will praise You.” Ps. 2:22
“Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord.”
Ps. 134:2
“You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and
power; for you created all things, and by Your will they exist
and were created.” Rev. 4:11
continued on next page
______________________________________
march 2022 pilgrim’s progress • 3

Prayer Requests from Our Sister Church in Gyumri:
• Peace between Ukraine and Russia and the entire area,
including Armenia and Artsakh which can be affected
indirectly.
• Against the spiritual warfare attacking the youth. Pray for
a revival for the young people to return to walking with
God.
• Christ’s church all over the world.

Deacon’s Corner
Continued from page 3

• The Lord comes in the midst of people who gather
together to worship Him.
“For where two or more have gathered together in My
name, I am there in their midst.” Mt. 18:20
• Gathering together in church strengthens our
relationship with fellow Christians.
“Make my joy complete by being of the same mind,
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one
purpose. Phil. 2:2
“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if
you have love for one another.” John 13:35
“He made fifty clasps of bronze to join the tent together
so that it would be a unit.” Ex. 36:18
• Our prayers become stronger. The Bible says when
we pray together with our brothers and sisters, we are in
special favor with God.
“Again, I say to you that if two of you agree on earth
concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them
by My Father in heaven.” Mt 18:19
______________________________________
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• That each individual in the church evaluate their role
in the church – why they are serving, and to take their
service to God seriously.
• For those who are physically and psychologically hurting.
Pray for their spiritual healing as well.
• Pastor Robert Mkhitaryan’s family and church in the town
of Toumanyan in Northern Armenia. He passed away at
age 63.
• It is a way of honoring the Lord’s Day. God’s fourth
commandment specifically tells us to set aside the seventh
day of the week as a holy day to the Lord.
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” Ex. 20:8
• Unable to attend church in person, due to unforeseen
circumstances?
Gather together with the church family each Sunday via
internet - PilgrimChurch.com
Request the sermon in written form from the Church
Office at (559) 229-2915.
Contact the Deacons for assistance the Church can
provide.
Contact Badveli Nerses, Badveli Kevin, and/or the
Deacons for prayer or in-home communion.
As we begin a new year, 2022, let us join together for
worship, praise, thanksgiving. and honor to God. For inperson worship, the church continues to abide by the
Center of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines.
It is recommended that you wear a mask if you are not
vaccinated or if you wish to wear one.
“Come let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel
before our Lord Our Maker [together].” Ps. 95:6
–Deacon Roseann Saliba

Children’s Ministry Update
Dear Church Family,
It’s been February fun all month long! We are thankful to God for His
continued provisions and many joyful blessings. In addition to studying
the Word, the children have enjoyed various projects creating with
paint, pencil drawing, mixing up some
slime, and learning all about oranges.
The highlight of the month was the
Love One Another Valentine’s Day Party
based on John 13:34-35. We discussed
the importance of sharing God’s love
with others and decorated some yummy
cookies.
Please remember to tell your family
and friends about us! If you have
children and haven’t yet checked out
the Children’s Program, I invite you
to do so. We would love to meet you!
Please feel free to contact me for more
information.
Classes available for children 3 years
through 6th grade.
9-9:15a check in • 9:15-10:15a class
Nursery care available for children 0-2 years during adult Sunday
School from 9:15-10:15a and 10:30a during worship service.
Children are always welcome and encouraged to attend worship
service with their families. There is a room reserved in the narthex for
families with small children who may wish to step out.
– Melinda Eritzian, Children’s Ministry Director

Youth Service Project Reflections
I thought it was a neat opportunity to serve someone
who had and is currently fighting cancer. The people
who we helped were incredibly thankful. It was inspiring
that the people had gone through a fire demolishing
most of their property and could be so positive and
kind. Even though we were serving them they showed
us hospitality and God’s love by welcoming us. (Emma)
We put logs and sticks in a pile and put them in a
wood chipper. We did that. I liked it because it was fun.
Emma and Dad helped me. (Drew)
I went to Dry Creek because I wanted to help people.
The thing I most love about the service project is
teamwork and group work. Something that I learned
that day was that having a team made the job easier.
(Daniel)
______________________________________
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FOUNDERS DAY 2022
PACC Founders Day was observed in a totally different way this year.
Instead of organizing a banquet, the Council decided to celebrate the 121st anniversary of the founding of
the church by serving cake, sharing the famous Dorcas Guild chorag, and sending out cards.
Thanks to the committee for putting this together, Dorcas Guild for making the chorag, and the drivers
for delivering the packages.

Making chorag…

Chorag bagged for delivery

______________________________________
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2022 Founders Day Committee

Signing greeting cards after worship

6

9:15am Adult Sunday
School
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

27

9:15am Adult Sunday
School
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

20

Daylight Saving Time
Begins
9:15am Adult Sunday
School
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship/Holy

13

9:15am Adult Sunday
School
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30am Worship/
Communion / Panty
Sunday

SUNDAY

21

14

7

6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due
8:00am Dorcas
Guild Baking
6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit women’s
Fellowship
28

6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit women’s
Fellowship

10:00am Dorcas
Guild Executive
Meeting, Library

6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship

MONDAY

PACC

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

8

6:00pm High School
7:30pm College Bible
Study

30

6:00pm High School
7:30pm College Bible
Study

6:00pm High School
7:30pm College Bible
Study
23

12:45pm Dorcas
Guild Circle, Overflow
Room

6:00pm High School
7:30pm College Bible
Study
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal
16

7:00pm Young Adult
Bible Study
7:00pm Lent Bible
Study

7:00pm Young Adult
Bible Study
7:00pm Lent Bible
Study

7:00pm Young Adult
Bible Study
7:00pm Lent Bible
Study

7:00 pm Young Adult
Bible Study

31

24

17

10

10:30am Jack Tozlian
Funeral Service,
Belmont Cemetery

3

2
Ash Wednesday
7:00am Men’s Forum
Executive Board
Meeting
6:00pm High School
7:30pm College Bible
Study
9

Pastoral Retreat, San Francisco

10:00am Women’s Bible
Study, Overflow Room

29

6:30pm Council Meeting,
Overflow

22
10:00am Women’s Bible
Study, Overflow Room

10:00am Women’s Bible
Study, Overflow Room
6:30 pm Trustees,
Overflow Room
7:00 pm Deacons, Fireside
7:00 pm CE Meeting,
Zoom

15

10:00am Women’s Bible
Study, Overflow Room

10:00am Women’s Bible
Study, Overflow Room

1

March 2022

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

TUESDAY

4

11

18

25

6:00pm Junior High
Bible Study

7:00am TGIF, Fireside
Room

6:00pm Junior High
Bible Study

7:00am TGIF, Fireside
Room

6:00pm Junior High
Bible Study

7:00am TGIF, Fireside
Room

6:00pm Junior High
Bible Study

7:00am TGIF, Fireside
Room

FRIDAY

10:30 am Knar
Guekguezian’s
Memorial Service/
Reception

10:30am Tabitha
Circle

SATURDAY

26

19

12

5
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
In-person 10:30 am

Online at 10:30 am
On our website: pilgrimchurch.com

TO SEEK AND TO SAVE

LENT SEASON BIBLE STUDIES
Thursdays 7pm
March 17, 24, 31, and April 7
Fireside Room
Call the church office and order your book $11

