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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN

Useless Worries
An0covd Mdahocov;ivnnyr
How fast is the calendar moving! What happened to time?
We were just celebrating Christmas and here we go, we
arrive to Easter. When you read this message, I will encourage
you to be with the church family and participate in the Holy
Week. I would love to see you worshiping God together.
Christ is Risen, He is Risen indeed.
“Krisdos haryav ee merelots, orhnyal e haroutune Krisdosi.”
Christ is risen from the dead;
blessed is the resurrection of Christ!
The resurrection of Jesus is not an ideology; it is not a
floating thought; it is a reality, and it affects our lives. Because
Jesus is risen, I can have new life. Because Jesus is risen, sin
and death are defeated; because he lives, I can experience
the power of the resurrection in my life.
Like all of us, the following characters had concerns and
worries. Did the resurrection shock them? Did the power of
resurrection make an impact on them?
The first one is Joseph of Arimathea. Joseph was a wealthy
man (Matthew 27:57), and according to Mark 15:43, he was
an important politician, a member of the Council. A man with
such a rank not only followed Jesus but I believe he was one
of his secret disciples.

Joseph asks Pilate for permission to bury Jesus’ body. He
wants to arrange a decent burial for Jesus. John’s Gospel says
that Nicodemus also brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes,
about seventy-five pounds. Joseph owned his own tomb,
a new one. Who could own a tomb in those days while still
alive? Apparently, Joseph was very wealthy. He wanted Jesus
to be buried in his own new tomb. Joseph and Nicodemus
wanted to offer their BEST.
On the morning of the Resurrection the women (Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, Mark
16:1) were walking towards the tomb, and they were
anxiously asking: “Who will roll away the stone for us from
the entrance of the tomb?” They arrived and the stone was
already rolled!
All characters, Joseph, Nicodemus, and the women had
legitimate concerns. Yet, on resurrection morning God told
them that these were useless worries.
Thank you, Joseph, for the new tomb where no one was
ever laid. Thank you, Nicodemus, for using an expensive
mixture of myrrh and aloes. Thank you, women, for waking
up so early and walking toward the tomb to arrange the postburial rituals while knowing it would be impossible to move
that heavy door. But remember your concerns and worries
continued on next page

PACC EVENTS OF 2022
New Year and Armenian
Christmas Sunday............. January 2
Joint Armenian
Christmas ........................ January 5
Dry Creek Service
Project (Youth)................ January 22
Broomball (Youth).......... January 30
at 8:30 pm
Founders Day
Sunday.......................... February 27
Vartanantz Commemoration
Thursday....................... February 24
FAPC
Lent Season Bible Studies
Thursday nights...........March 17, 24
March 31 & April 7
PACC Church Retreat................. TBD
Dorcas-Men’s Forum:
Love Song.............................. April 7
Palm Sunday........................ April 10
Maundy Thursday................ April 14
Easter Sunday...................... April 17
Genocide Commemoration
Gathering Sunday............... April 24
Mother’s Day..........................May 8
Memorial Day Picnic.............May 30
PACC Annual Meeting............ June 5
Graduation
Elevation Sunday....................June 5
Biannual Meeting
Philadelphia.................... June 23-26
Summer Student
Mission Trip.......................June TBD
Father’s Day..........................June 19
Vacation Bible School......... July TBD
Rally (Renewal)
Sunday....................... September 11
Harvest Banquet.............October 16
Thanksgiving
Sunday........................November 20
Congregational
Budget Meeting............ December 4
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service..... December 24
Christmas Worship
Celebration Sunday.... December 25
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Choir is back!
Director: Oscar Luna • Accompanists: Faye DeLong and Hannah Zentner

Useless Worries
Continued from page 1

were useless. Jesus did not need a
fancy tomb; he did not need expensive
burial rituals; he did not want the
women to worry about the impossible
situation. The tomb, the new tomb,
was and is empty because Jesus is
alive. Jesus cannot remain dead. He
cannot be put in a box. He is alive, and
the tomb is useless. The Resurrection
of Jesus is a reality.
We, as Christians who live in a postresurrection period, still experience
the power of his Resurrection. Here
is the message to me and to all of
you. We are worriers. Covid numbers
are going down. Thank you, Lord. But
we keep worrying. Funny, there is
always something new which makes
us worry. We look to the world and
see wars that disturb the peace and
destroy lives. I pray for peace between
Ukraine and Russia. I pray for people,
especially children and the elderly
who are suffering because of the
madness of leaders of the world.
Armenia and Artsakh’s political life
and safety conditions are fragile. Any

moment the enemy can attack us.
On the other side of the globe here
in the US, we have our own worries.
Gas prices went up and that affected
our economy. Our family life may be
in turmoil. The list goes on and on.
If you look to all these realities, you
will end up worried and anxious.
Someone said: “Why pray when you
can worry?!”
When Jesus says, “do not be
anxious about your life” (Matt 6:25)
it gives me comfort that he knows me
and my anxieties. If God cares for the
birds and for the flowers, how much
more do you think He cares for you
and me?
The resurrection of Jesus is a proof
that he cares, and I can rely on his
promises.
Paul said: “If God is for us, who can
be against us? He who did not spare
his own Son, but gave him up for us all
– how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things?” (Romans
8:31-32) Leave alone your useless
worries and live the power of the
Resurrection. “I want to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection.”
(Phil. 3:10). Amen

MODERATOR’S
REPORT
“But Christ has indeed been raised
for the dead, the firstfruits of those
who have fallen asleep.”
(1 Cor. 15:20 (NIV)
This month we get to celebrate
again the truth that Christ has been
raised from the dead and, because
He lives, we live also. Easter comes
on April 17 this year, and PACC has
a great deal going on leading up
to Easter Sunday. We have Lenten
Bible studies culminating in a
meal together in the Social Hall
on Maundy Thursday. In fact, we
have special activities all during
Holy Week and, of course, a great
celebration planned for Easter with
special activities for children and
adults.
I hope all of you make a special
effort to attend the worship
service in person on Easter but, as
Badveli Nerses likes to remind us,
every Sunday is Easter Sunday. We
celebrate on Sunday because that
is the day of the week when Christ
arose from the dead. As Paul so
forcefully demonstrates in First
Corinthians Chapter 15, Christ rose,
and therefore so will we!
In truth, we need each other’s
company in worship. COVID
protocols and dangers have caused
many of our “churchgoing muscles”
to atrophy. We need to strengthen
those muscles not only for ourselves,
but for our fellow congregation
members. Quite simply, we miss
you. If you can physically come, we
need you in church.
So please join us on Easter
Sunday, and every other way you
can. You will not only bless us, but
will find blessing yourself.
– By Moderator John Eleazarian

2022 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test,
says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until
there is no more need.”
(Malachi 3:10 ESV)

447,568.40

$

DEC 31

NOV 30
The graph indicates budgeted and actual
activity for 2022. Total budgeted amount for
OCT 31
annual contributions is shown. Also shown
SEP 30
is the budgeted amount through the current
month. The last amount shown is the actual
AUG 31
contributions we have collected through
JUL 31
February. As of the end of February we have
JUN 30
received approximately 59% of the budgeted
amount. Let us be obedient to Him and place
MAY 31
our trust in Him only.
APR 30
Have you ever been to Arches National
MAR 31
Park? There is an iconic formation there called
Balanced Rock. It appears to be a rock balanced $74,594.74
FEB 28
on top of a solid pedestal. It is actually 2 kinds
$44,037.32
JAN 31
of rock that are attached to each other. There
is also what appears to be a small piece of a
different color rock that is between the rock
and the pedestal. Time and exposure have created the masterpiece we
see today. It was awe inspiring for me and God laid a different view on
my heart. The pedestal is God, the rock above is us and the piece in the
middle uniting them is Jesus. For me personally, I am the rock, teetering
and exposed to whatever comes every day. God is my firm base, giving
me security, structure and purpose. That space in between is Jesus. The
piece that links me to God. The piece that when I rely on it and trust in it
grounds me and keeps me from falling. If I go rogue and think I can stand
on my own I find out all too soon I only fall and no longer am a Balanced
Rock. I once heard that”...the reality of Christmas is God is in control and
we’re not.” He came down to save us because we are incapable of saving
ourselves. He gave us Jesus. Easter is the reality of the grace and mercy
and most of all love that Jesus gives us to be saved from ourselves and to
be a balanced rock in this world.
“Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; I will protect
him, for he acknowledges my name. He will call on me, and I will answer
him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. With
long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.” (Psalms 91:14-16)

If my heart is overwhelmed
And I cannot hear Your voice
I hold on to what is true
Though I cannot see
If the storms of life, they come
And the road ahead gets steep
I will lift these hands in faith
I will believe

I’ll remind myself
Of all that You’ve done
And the life I have
Because of Your Son
Love came down and rescued me
Love came down and set me free
I am Yours
Lord, I am forever Yours

Excerpt from Love Came Down by Jeremy Edwardson, Brian Johnson, Jenn Johnson, Ian
MacIntosh and Jeremy Riddle

–Treasurer Patrice Ruble
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Prayer Requests from Our Sister Church in Gyumri:
March 26, 2022
• Peace between Ukraine and Russia
• For Armenia and Artsakh which are being affected by
the Ukraine-Russia War. There are 86,000 Russians in
Armenia, most living in Yerevan.
• For God to cleanse the lives of those in the church by
removing anything that hinders them from their faith and
service.

• For the Armenian nation to have discernment during
these uncertain times.
• New Young Couples’ Ministry, and for young families in
the church.
• For each of the church leaders, as God has prepared them
to serve Him.
•
For safety and health for Rev. Mgrdich and Houri
Melkonian as they travel back to Armenia for ministry to
the Evangelical Churches of Armenia.

Deacon’s Corner: What Does Maundy Thursday Represent?
Christians around the world commemorate Holy Week,
also known as Passion Week, beginning on Palm Sunday
through Easter. Maundy Thursday is the day during Holy
Week, that commemorates the events known as the Last
Supper and Washing of the Feet (“Vodenlva” in Armenian).
Maundy Thursday represents the Last Supper which
took place in Jerusalem during Passover and was the final
meal of Jesus Christ and his 12 disciples before his arrest
and subsequent crucifixion. It is called the LAST Supper
because it was the last time they all gathered around a
table for a meal together, which included the wine and
bread – symbolizing how Jesus gave his body (bread) and
blood (wine) in a sacrifice for the salvation of humanity. the
salvation of humanity.
It was customary in the ancient world that, upon arrival,
the host would offer water for guests to wash their feet
(sandals being the footwear of the day), a sign of hospitality
and care.
____________________________________
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During the Last Supper, Jesus washed the feet of his 12
disciples, a mark of humility because the servants were
the ones who washed feet. Jesus’ washing of the feet is an
illustration of a humble mission of service (John 13:1-20;
Matt 20:25-28; Mark 10:41-45; Luke 22:24-30). In a sense,
this signifies the role of our Deacons today – one of service
and care for the church family.
In the Armenian Evangelical Churches, Maundy Thursday
is commemorated with a somber Vigil service in the evening,
commemorating the betrayal, arrest, trial, and suffering of
Christ. At Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church, the
lights of the fellowship hall are dimmed, candles are lit from
the main candle representing Christ, and Scripture readings
take place. Parishioners join for a simple meal representing
the Last Supper. The service of Maundy Thursday is in
preparation to remember the suffering and crucifixion of
our Lord on Good Friday (Khavaroom in Armenian).
– Deacon Roseann Saliba

Children’s Ministry Update
Dear Friends,
Over the past month, the elementary grades have studied John 1820 in perfect timing for the upcoming celebration of Easter. Children
participate by reading the Word together, discussion, finding answers in
scripture, deciding on main points, and
drawing out the main points. The 3-5
year old class follows a similar format
with New Testament stories.
We enjoyed a special morning of
“Pajamas & Pancakes” for daylight
saving time and over the past month the
children have planted guta, bell peppers,
jalapeños, Fresno chilies, and tomatoes
in their garden. We began two indoor
planting projects including pinto beans
and sweet potatoes. The sprouted pinto
beans have been transplanted to soil.
We are still waiting in great anticipation
for the sweet potato slips to emerge!
Classes are available for children
3 years-6th grade. Check in 9-9:15a and
classes are from 9:15-10:15a. Nursery
care is provided during the 10:30a
worship service for ages 0-2 years.
Please contact me for more information.
The Children’s Ministry Team looks
forward to seeing you!
– Melinda Eritzian, Children’s Ministry Director
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
COMMEMORATION

2022 EVENTS

"THE IMPACT ON ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE DENIAL ON ARMENIAN
PUBLIC POLICY"

Hosted by the Reedley College Political
Science Program, a virtual presentation by
Honorary Consul Berj Aparian. Register by
April 1 .

April 20 | 6:30 PM
Link: https://bit.ly/35tMj8s

THE DESIRE TO LIVE FILM

SCREENING AND DISCUSSION

April 22 | 5:30 PM
Hosted by the Fresno State ASP and
Cineculture. Visit the Armenian Studies Link: https://bit.ly/thedesiretolive
Program webpage to watch the film and sign
up to attend the virtual discussion with
director Mariam Avetisyan.
ASO CANDLELIGHT VIGIL

April 22 | 7:00 PM

Hosted by the Armenian Students
Organization. An evening service to honor Fresno State Armenian Genocide
the 1.5 million martyrs of the Genocide.
Monument

FLAG RAISING CEREMONY

Annual community flag raising ceremony.

ANNUAL COMMEMORATION

Date | Location | Time
TBA

Hosted by the AGCC, a religious and civic
April 24 | 5:00 PM
program with remars by Fresno State
President Dr. Saul Jimenez-Sandoval.
Fresno State Armenian Genocide
Community is invited to lay flowers at
Monument
4:00pm.
More information and updates at
https://agcfresno.org | instagram.com/agccfresno | facebook.com/agcfresno
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Armenian Martyrs’ Day
9:15 am Adult Sunday School
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

24

Easter Sunday
9:15 am Adult Sunday School
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

17

9:15 am Adult Sunday School
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship/Holy
Sophia Kojekian’s Baptism

Palm Sunday

10

9:15 am Adult Sunday School
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship/

SUNDAY

11

4

6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit women’s
Fellowship

6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit women’s
Fellowship

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due

25

18

10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Executive Meeting,
Library

Youth Group, Trip to
Magic Mountain

6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit Women’s
Fellowship

3:00-7:00 pm FUSD

MONDAY

PACC

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Overflow Room
7:00- 4:00 pm FUSD
6:30 pm Council Meeting,
Overflow

26

19
10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Overflow Room
6:30 pm Trustees, Overflow
Room
7:00 pm Deacons, Fireside
7:00 pm CE Meeting, Zoom

12

5

6

6:00 pm High School
7:30 pm College Bible
Study

6:00 pm High School
7:30 pm College Bible
Study

12;45 pm Dorcas Guild
Circle, Overflow Room

27

20

3:00 pm Men’s Forum
Cooking for Evangel Home

13

7:00 am Men’s Forum
Executive Board Meeting
9:30 am Dorcas Guild
Luncheon Set up, Social
Hall
6:00 pm High School
7:30 pm College Bible
Study
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal

April 2022

7

21

7:00 pm Young Adult Bible
Study

28

7:00 pm Young Adult Bible
Study

7:00 pm Lenten Meal &
Communion Service,
Social Hall

Maundy Thursday

14

7:00 pm Young Adult Bible
Study

11:00 am Dorcas Guild,
General Meeting-Luncheon

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Overflow Room

3:00- 7:00 pm FUSD

TUESDAY

29

6:00 pm Junior High Bible
Study

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room

6:00 pm Junior High Bible
Study

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room

22

10:00 an Dorcas Guild
Easter Goodies Packing
Office /GFLC Close at Noon

Good Friday

8

1

15

6:00 pm Junior High Bible
Study

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room

6:00 pm Junior High Bible
Study

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room

FRIDAY

8:00-2:00 pm FUSD

9

2

30

23

16

5:00 pm Fun &
Fellowship, Courtyard

10:30 am Tabitha
Circle,, Library

HAPPY
EASTER

SATURDAY
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
In-person 10:30 am

Online at 10:30 am
On our website: pilgrimchurch.com

