3673 North First Street
Fresno, CA 93726-6870
p 559-229-2915
f 559-229-6431
pilgrimchurch.com

Pilgrim’s
Progress

PILGRIM PEOPLE
serving God
by serving others
SEPTEMBER 2022

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN

PRAY, PROCLAIM, LIVE
Welcome to September, the
month of Rally Sunday! We are
looking forward to starting a new
year to worship, serve, and grow
together as Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church.
Here are the themes chosen
for the last several years:
“Plug In,” “Connected with
God and Each Other,” “Living
Right-Side Up in an UpsideDown World,” “Be Still and Know
That I Am God,” and “Nothing
Greater… Nothing More.”
As we approach to our Rally Sunday on September 11,
my new theme of the year will be, “Lord, Make Us One in
CHRIST.” After more than two years into the pandemic, I
see the need to evaluate ourselves as the church, the body
of Christ. The pandemic brought many changes in every
area of our lives. Among other things, it brought division
in churches, families, and communities. In these coming
months, I would love to present the biblical perspective
of how to be a church. The title, “Lord, Make Us One in
CHRIST” is an appeal/prayer to ask the Lord to build us as
ONE BODY in Christ.
I would like to approach to this theme in this article starting
with the church leadership. I will take my passage from
1 Thessalonians chapter 1. This is a letter of encouragement.
Paul is encouraged by this newly established church (Acts
16-17). Paul looks back and thanks God for them. He has
heard that God was indeed working among them as the
word of the gospel was preached. God’s Spirit was working
in them. They were chosen by God (1 Thess. 1:4) to be light
to the world around them (Northern Greece).
First, Paul addresses the leaders of the church, which
means: the roles of Paul himself, of Silas and Timothy, that
is the pastors, the council, the deacons, the elders and the
leadership.
Here are some important points:
A LIFE OF PRAYER IS THE MOST IMPORTANT
THING FOR A LEADER. In the book of Acts, we find that

the disciples were sharing,
preaching, teaching, and serving.
When the ministry expanded,
the disciples started to delegate.
In chapter 6, we find seven men
who were appointed to serve
as deacons. Luke, the author
of Acts, mentions that they
needed to do that in order for
the leaders to “devote ourselves
to prayer and to the ministry of
the word.” (Acts 6:4 ESV)
This is the primary task of the
pastor of the church. But I will
say, not just the pastor, but the leadership of the church.
And why not, whoever is a dedicated Christian, devotion,
prayer and study of the Word must be a number one
priority.
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly
mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our
God and Father…. (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3a ESV)
This is what Paul mentions in most of his letters.
In Romans:
For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in
the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you
always in my prayers… (Romans 1:9-10a ESV)
In Colossians:
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you, (Colossians 1:3 ESV)
“We give thanks… when we pray for you…” As you
see, he is not alone in praying. There is a group of people
praying for the church. In this case, Paul’s disciples. Badveli
has deacons and a council. It is not just my role to pray,
although I will continue praying. But my challenge for
a healthy church is to motivate more of you to join us in
prayer.
What did Paul pray for?
My congregation asks me to pray for different issues
such as health, job, safety, travel, reconciliation… All those
are important prayer requests. As the leadership of the
continued on next page

PACC EVENTS OF 2022
Rally (Renewal)
Sunday....................... September 11
Harvest Banquet.............October 15
Church
Camping Trip...............October 28-3

SAVE THE DATE!
OCTOBER 28-30

Church Camping Trip
Pinnacles National Park

Questions?
Scan the QR Code
or text Amy Bressette
559-696-5038
Thanksgiving
Sunday........................November 20
Congregational
Budget Meeting............ December 4
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service..... December 24
Christmas Worship
Celebration Sunday.... December 25

Pray, Proclaim, Live
Continued from page 1

church, we will pray for those. However,
Paul prays for something else.
Paul prays for the spiritual maturity,
for the spiritual strength, for the
spiritual growth of the church.
Paul is praying and thankful for the
church’s faith, hope and labor of love.
…remembering before our God and
Father your work of faith and labor of
love and steadfastness of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1:3
ESV)
Faith that produces work; NIV
translates, “your labor prompted by
love” and endurance, steadfastness
hypomonē (under pressure) of hope.
THE ROLE OF THE LEADERSHIP
IS FIRST TO PRAY AND SECOND TO
PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL: because our
gospel came to you not only in word,
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit
and with full conviction. You know what
kind of men we proved to be among you
for your sake. (1 Thessalonians 1:5 ESV)
I have one agenda when I am here
in the church: preach the Word of God.
Proclaim the Word of God. If I do not
do that, you should ask me to leave. If
I am compromising the Word of God,
I am a stumbling block. I should leave
the ministry. Not only should the pastor
proclaim, the church leadership and all
activities should PROCLAIM the Gospel.
Please notice that proclaiming,
preaching without the power of the
Holy Spirit is nothing. There will be no
conviction. “in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction.”

When Charles Spurgeon went to
preach on Sundays, he always had the
same routine. He’d climb those stairs
to his pulpit, it was up high, and on
every step he’d say, “I believe in the
Holy Spirit, I believe in the Holy Spirit, I
believe in the Holy Spirit, I believe in the
Holy Spirit, I believe in the Holy Spirit.”
And when he got to the top, he knew
he believed in the Holy Spirit. And he
preached in the power of the Holy Spirit,
energized, committed to the Spirit.
Pray that your pastor receives the
Holy Spirit every day so that his sermons
will be empowered by God.
THE THIRD RESPONSIBILITY OF
LEADERSHIP IS TO BECOME AN
EXAMPLE.
You know what kind of men we
proved to be among you for your sake.
And you became imitators of us and of
the Lord, (1 Thessalonians 1:5-6a ESV)
You paid careful attention to the way
we lived among you, and determined
to live that way yourselves. In imitating
us, you imitated the Master. (1
Thessalonians 1:5-6a MSG)
Preaching the Word and living
accordingly is extremely important in
ministry. Each of us should examine his/
her life in this area.
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
(1 Corinthians 11:1 ESV) (Timothy), set
the believers an example in speech,
in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.
(1 Timothy 4:12 ESV) Be very careful,
then, how you live – not as unwise but
as wise (Ephesians 5: 15 NIV).
Three important things for the
leadership of the church to do:
Pray, Proclaim, and Model Christ in
your life.

Operation Christmas Child 2022
Once again, Pilgrim Church will participate in Operation
Christmas Child and we would like to donate 100 or more
shoeboxes to share God’s love and the promises of the gospel all
over the world. Shoeboxes and instructions for participating in
this missionary project will be available after church each Sunday or
can be obtained by calling the church office. Fill a shoebox and make the difference in
the life of a child. Please call Cathy Cholakian at 285-5780 (cell) or 834-5657 (home)
if you have questions.

_________________________________________
2 • september 2022 pilgrim’s progress

MODERATOR’S
REPORT
“Speak to one another with psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs. Sing
and make music in your heart to
the Lord, always giving thanks to
God the Father for everything, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Eph. 5:19-20 NIV)
I have a particular fondness for
these verses, because I love to sing.
Starting on Rally Day, September
11, the choir will be singing in the
worship service again. Anyone
interested in joining should attend
our first rehearsal in the sanctuary
on Wednesday, September 7, at
7pm.
That’s not all that’s happening in
September, however. Our Sunday
School, Bible studies, and other
activities that took a rest during the
summer heat will resume. Come
on Rally Sunday and enjoy a picnic
after the worship service. There, to
the extent possible, we will have
information available on all of our
studies, missions and activities.
Just as Philip told Nathaniel in John
1:46b, we’re telling those who want
to know that’s going on at PACC,
“Come and see”
We’ve also completed the roof
repairs on the Goorabian Family Life
Center and are proceeding with the
solar electric project that should
provide all of our electricity needs.
We owe a great deal of thanks to
Leonard Kizirian, Richard Matoian,
and all the others who helped to
bring this about.
In sum, we have a great deal of
good things happening, and ready
to happen, at Pilgrim Church. Come
and see!
– By Moderator John Eleazarian

2022 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP
“Give, and you will receive
Your gift will return to you in full – pressed down,
shaken together to make room for more, running over,
and poured into your lap. The amount you give will
determine the amount you get back.”
(Luke 6:38 NLT)

447,568.40

$

DEC 31

NOV 30
The graph indicates budgeted and actual
OCT 31
activity for 2022. Total budgeted amount for
annual contributions is shown. Also shown is the
SEP 30
budgeted amount through July. The last amount
AUG 31
shown is the actual contributions we have
JUL 31
collected through the current month. For the $261,081.57
first seven months of the year we have received $226,652.21
JUN 30
approximately 87% of the budgeted amount.
MAY 31
Praise to God who provides every good gift to us.
APR 30
May we be faithful stewards of His many gifts.
This is an exciting time of year at PACC. Rally
MAR 31
Sunday is right around the corner and we move
FEB 28
from the warm, well HOT, days of summer into
JAN 31
our “school” year. Boards meetings are starting
up again, classes are starting new programs and
Bible studies will be returning too. Get out of the boat! Remember that
great series Badveli Nerses encouraged us with? That message comes
back to me all the time. Especially when I’ve become too routine in
my schedule. There is a plethora of things to get involved in at PACC so
say a pray and join in. How can you go wrong learning about Jesus and
becoming involved in His body (the church). We are His body and He loves
it when we work, play, study and praise in His name together.
“Make every effort to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the bond of
peace [each individual working together to make the whole successful].
There is one body [of believers] and one Spirit – just as you were called to
one hope when called [to salvation] – one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of us all who is [sovereign] over all and [working]
through all and [living] in all.” (Ephesians 4:3-6 AMP)
– Treasurer Patrice Ruble

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTH

Theodore James Gerard
Born on: Saturday,
August 20, 2022
Parents:
Paul Gerard
& Taylor Garry Gerard
Grandparents:
Jim and Tami Garry

WITH SYMPATHY

We are deeply saddened by
the passing of:
Arthur Tufenkjian
August 17, 2022
Well done, good and
faithful servant.
You have been faithful over a little;
I will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master.
(Matthew 25:21)
_________________________________________
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Camp Arev Ribbon Cutting Celebrated
On August 27, 2022, 45 parishioners from PACC and
sister churches boarded a luxury, chartered bus headed for
the Edward Manishagian Armenian Evangelical Conference
Center in Frazier Park, California, to attend the Camp
Arev Carnival and Ribbon Cutting of the renovation and
expansion of the camp facilities.
Once aboard the bus, Badveli Nerses asked for God’s
blessings and protection as we traveled to Southern
California; and Edward Saliba, former Chair of the Camp
Committee gave a brief history of Camp Arev.
Traveling together was a time of inter-generational
fellowship and church-family bonding. Before we knew
it, we were turning off Highway 5, heading for Darling
Avenue. A sense of ownership for this ministry came
upon us, because it is under the auspices of the Armenian
Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA), of which
PACC is a member church.
As we neared the Camp, we realized its perfect location,
nestled in the mountains near Tejon Pass, adjacent to the
Los Padres National Forest. The facilities and grounds are
surrounded by the beauty and splendor of God’s creation.
His presence was felt everywhere. This was coupled with
the joy we felt knowing that thousands of young people
have been blessed at Camp Arev – some meeting Jesus for
the first time, and accepting him as their Lord and Savior.
What a glorious day it turned out to be, as we were
reunited with old friends and met new ones, from the
other Armenian Evangelical churches in California. The
spiritually-moving worship service, activities, food and
games were enjoyed by young and old alike.
We returned home, knowing that the Camp Arev
ministry will continue to have a special place in the hearts
of the PACC Congregation, where our youth will go to the
mountaintop each camping season and spend time getting
to know and grow in Jesus. Our prayers go out to all the
volunteers who made Camp Arev a reality and to Executive
Director, Rev. Razmig Minassian, and those who continue
to serve this vital ministry. To God be all glory.
– By Roseann Emerzian Saliba

THE ARMENIAN MISSIONARY
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

invites you...
to bring

CHRISTMAS JOY
to our Children in

ARMENIA & ARTSAKH

Even though the Christmas season is still months away, the AMAA has already begun
preparations to bring ‘Christmas Joy’ to children in Armenia and Artsakh!
AMAA’s Christmas Joy Program brings smiles and fun celebrations to thousands of needy children throughout
Armenia and Artsakh. From music and dancing, to Christmas plays and narrations, the true message of Christmas
is proclaimed. Your donation of a Christmas Joy package is delivered directly into the hands of the children who are
delighted with their gift. The packages are filled with a variety of toys, school supplies, personal care items, candy and a
Christmas story activity booklet and crayons. For some children, this special package given by the AMAA may be the only
Christmas gift they receive, as their families cannot afford to spend what little income they have on presents.
For as little as $15 per package make Christmas a summer affair and be a part of sharing God’s love and help bring
Christmas Joy to our precious children in the Homeland!

#
Join us and be a part of sharing God’s love
and bring Christmas Joy to our precious children in Armenia and Artsakh!
Enclosed is my donation.

Select one: o$15

o$30

o$45

o$75

o$125

oOther $ ________

Make check payable to: Armenian Missionary Association of America, memo: Christmas Joy
Mail to: 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 or make a secure donation online at www.amaa.org

_________________________________________
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Scan and
donate now!

Name:______________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________
Tel.: ____________________________ E-mail: _____________________________

2022 Vacation BIBLE SCHOOL

Dear Friends,
Vacation Bible School took place July 31
through August 4. We welcomed 59 children
aged 3-years-old through the 8th grade, as
well as a class for the adults to enjoy.
The theme this year was “Spark Studios,” a
program created by LifeWay and based off of
Ephesians 2:10. Kids explored the beautiful
truth that they are God’s workmanship and
learned to use their talents to bring glory to
Him. They enjoyed worship through singing
and dancing, skits, crafts, Bible lessons,
recreation, and snacks. The children learned
about missions and $1,075 was raised for a
donation to Run4Water. More than thirty
volunteers participated each night and an
optional dinner was provided. We thank God
for the opportunity to help children grow in
their faith and knowledge of Jesus Christ.
– Melinda Eritzian,
Children’s Ministry Director
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PACC TGIF MEN’S

JOIN THE PACC TUESDAY
MORNING BIBLE STUDY
As we unite with our sisters from
All West Coast Armenian Evangelical Churches
in Prayer and the Study of Colossians

and Breakfast
Resuming
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
7:00am
Fireside Room
QUESTIONS: Call the church office (559) 229-2915 or
Edward Saliba (559) 907-8110

Please Join Us As We Gather Once Again For Our

Sister Churches Luncheon
Hosted By
The Ladies Society of Saint Mary Armenian Church, Yettem
Saturday, September 17. 2022 11:30 a.m.
Yettem Church Hall
14395 Avenue 384, Yettem California
Donation $30 per Guest
Please Send Your Reservations
Along With Payment by September 12.
To: Saint Mary Armenian Church / Office
P.O. Box 367
Yettem, CA 93670
We look forward to sharing an inspirational afternoon
with our sisters from
First Armenian Presbyterian Armenian Church
Holy Cross Armenian Church
Holy Trinity Armenian Church
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church
St. Gregory Armenian Church
St. Paul Armenian Church
& Sts. Sahag-Mesrob Armenian Church
Contact Linda Farsakian-Wall
at 559 786-1419 with any questions

Beginning Tuesday, September 13, 2022
10:00-11:30 a.m. in Sunday School Room 6
INFORMATION: Roseann Saliba (559) 960-4100
or the Church Office (559) 229-2915

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST
hosted by the

Men’s Forum

Leonard

Jerry

Pete

Saturday, September 24, 2022
9:00 a.m.

Speaker:

Cindy Van Noy

CerHﬁed Aging Life Care Manager

PACC Fellowship Hall
TICKETS $10.00 per person – Leonard Kizirian (559) 803-0512
– Jerry Janigian (559) 355-3308
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SUNDAY

9:15 am Adult Sunday
School
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Rally Sunday
10:30 am
Worship/Communion

10:30 am Worship

9:15 am Adult Sunday
School
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

_________________________________________
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25

18

11

4

26

6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit women’s
Fellowship

8:00 am Dorcas Guild
Baking

6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit women’s
Fellowship

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due

6:30 pm Council Meeting,
Overflow

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

27

6:30 pm Trustees, Overflow
Room
7:00 pm Deacons, Fireside
7:00 pm CE Meeting, Zoom

10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

20

6

8:00 am Dorcas Guild
Baking
10:00 am Dorcas Guild
Executive Meeting,
Library
6:30pm Fruit of the
Spirit women’s
Fellowship
19
10:00 am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

PACC

WEDNESDAY

6:00 pm High School Bible
Study
7:30 pm College Bible
Study

28

12;45 pm Dorcas Guild
Circle, Overflow Room
1:30-4:30 pm FUSD
6:00 pm High School Bible
Study
7:30 pm College Bible
Study

21

6:00 pm High School Bible
Study
7:30 pm College Bible
Study

1:30-4:30 pm FUSD

7

14

6:00 pm High School Bible
Study
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm College Bible
Study

7:00 am Men’s Forum
Executive Board Meeting

September 2022

7:00 pm Young Adult Bible
Study

29

7:00 pm Young Adult Bible
Study

22

7:00 pm Young Adult Bible
Study

15

7:00 pm Young Adult Bible
Study

8

30

6:00 pm Junior High Bible
Study

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room

6:00 pm Junior High Bible
Study

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room

23

6:00 pm Junior High Bible
Study

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room
12:00-4:00 pm FUSD

16

6:00 pm Junior High Bible
Study

7:00 am TGIF, Fireside
Room

9

6:00 pm Junior High Bible
Study

7:00 pm Young Adult Bible
Study

FRIDAY

2

THURSDAY

1

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

13

5

TUESDAY

12

Labor Day
Office/ GFLC Are
Closed

MONDAY

3

17

10

9:00 am Men’s Forum/
Dorcas Guild
Breakfast

24

11:30 am Sister
Churches Luncheon,
Yettem

10:30 am Tabitha
Circle

SATURDAY

Non-Profit Org
US Postage
PAID
Permit No. 41
Fresno, CA

3673 North First Street
Fresno, California 93726-6870
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
In-person 10:30 am

Online at 10:30 am
On our website: pilgrimchurch.com

RALLY

SUNDAY

After the worship service, enjoy lunch, games and fellowship.
Sign-up for ministries and Bible studies.

SEPTEMBER 11 AT 10:30AM
FELLOWSHIP • FUN • FOOD
Bingo – Cake Walk – Water Slide
. . . and more

LORD
make us One
in Christ
Romans 12:5

SAVE
THE
DATE
Harvest
Banquet

2022
WE ARE THANKFUL
Welcome,
Everyone!

Worship
Sunday School
Praise Band
Choir
Preaching
Teaching

Saturday
October 15

Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church
Social Hall
Watch for your
invitation in the mail.

