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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NERSES BALABANIAN
Here we go, it’s Thanksgiving month! We see pumpkins
everywhere around us to remind us of the harvest, to
remind us how blessed we are. How was our year
2022? Are we thankful for this last year?
Psalm 100 is a psalm of worship and
thanksgiving. In its five verses, it talks
about the steadfast love of God,
and is a good reminder to be
thankful in all circumstances.
PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Make a joyful noise to the
Lord, all the earth!
Serve
(Worship)
the
Lord with gladness! (1,2a)
It looks like the author
is content and joyful in the
presence of God. He is making
noise, singing, clapping, maybe
even dancing… What does it mean
to serve (worship) the Lord Yahweh in
gladness?
My grandmother said to me in Turkish
whenever she went to church, “Son, I am going to
service (khezmet in Turkish).”
We also call it worship service. To worship the Lord is
an act of service. We use the words worship and praise as
synonyms. In reality, they are not. In the last years, worship
has come to mean to sing songs. That is praise. Our church
calls its band Praise Band. Praise is a part of worship, but
worship has a larger meaning.
Worship is when we make ourselves available to God to
do whatever He requires of us. To Seek HIS will….
A few weeks ago we studied Romans 12:
…offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing
to God — this is your true and proper worship. 2Do not
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. (Romans 12:1b,2a)
Worship is service. Worship is Christ-centered lifestyle.
Worship is to appear before the Lord (literally face of the
Lord) in an obedient frame of mind. Worship is like Isaiah
recognizing that he is lost without God and he has unclean
lips. Isaiah finds himself facing God, and he says: Here am
I, send me… send me…

COME, GATHER
Come into his presence with (joyful) singing! (2b)
Look at the verbs in this psalm:
Make a joyful noise, Serve (Worship), Come,
Know, Enter, Give thanks, Bless his name!
Seven verbs in five verses.
Come, come together for worship.
My dear brothers and sisters,
coming together in person is an
essential part of the worship
service. “Badveli, I’ll come
to service maybe if we have
time…” …NO, gathering is
important part of worship.
If you cannot meet in
person for a medical reason, I
understand; yet, during the week,
find your group, connect with
the group, connect with the church
family. Share, sing, serve, pray, eat,
make yourself available in the body of
Christ.
Barbara Garabedian whose funeral was some
days ago, was facing physical challenges; she could not
come. She was a prayer warrior. When I visited her, she
asked about people in my family and in the church. She
was informed about them, as if in her sickness she was not
separated from the body of Christ, the church… She was
praying for them, for me daily…she was a prayer warrior.
She will be missed.
KNOW THE LORD
Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us,
and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his
pasture. (3)
Knowing God is not a mind game, or just collecting
information about God. To Know the Yahweh, the LORD is
a relationship… It is an intimate relationship with God. As
Paul would say: be transformed by the renewing of your
mind.
To know that he is GOD, and I am created by Him. To
Know my limitations. And by knowing God, one can know
himself/herself.

GandATHER
GIVE

continued on next page

PACC EVENTS
OF 2022
Thanksgiving
Sunday
.............. November 20
Fun & Fellowship
Christmas Party
.................December 3
Congregational
Budget Meeting
.................December 4
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
...............December 24
Christmas Worship
Celebration Sunday
...............December 25

Operation
Christmas Child
2022
REMINDER
Shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas
Child need to be
returned on or
before Sunday
November 13.
You may leave them
in the office with
Houry during the
week or bring them
to church on Sunday
morning.
If you have
questions, please
call Cathy Cholakian
at 285-5780 (cell) or
834-5657 (home),

Give Thanks
Continued from page 1

It is he who made us, and we are his; we
are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Do you know how important it is to remind
ourselves that He is God and not us?
We are creatures; we did not fashion
ourselves. We did not make ourselves; we are
created in His image.
ENTER HIS GATES
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his
courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless
his name! (4)
How can I enter his gates with thanksgiving?
How can I remain joyful and make a joyful
noise in all circumstances?
During last month I faced so many tough
issues. Some of our congregation passed
away, some are dying, and other individuals
who are facing terminal illness.
I was called to pray with Lance his last
prayers before he departed to his heavenly
home. We also have two new births, two baby
girls. These are joyful moments. Yet coming
back to Lance, his joy is to know Jesus; his joy
is in God. He also was a warrior and wanted to
survive to be there for his son’s achievements.
Some of Lance’s desires were granted, some I
am not sure. But that never stopped him from
worshiping God, never….
God is sovereign. He understands our pain;
and He is in control of the situations and
events. To thank God in all circumstances is an
important part of worship and our Christian
maturity.
To be together in these circumstances and
to worship together is healing to the body of
the Christ. In good days and bad days to thank
Him.
“We are not told to enter his courts
because we feel good, but because God is
good. We are commanded to worship and
be thankful, whether we feel it or not. It has
been observed that we can act our way into
feeling more easily than we can feel our way
into acting.”1
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. (1
Thessalonians. 5:16-18 ESV)
HESED, THE STEADFAST LOVE OF GOD
For the Lord is good; his steadfast
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love endures forever, and his faithfulness to
all generations. (5)
Yes, hesed, God’s mercy, God’s love,
endures forever. (Please recall sermons on
Hesed) How true is this? Don’t we experience
God’s mercy and love by knowing Jesus Christ?
The mercy and grace of our Lord Jesus.…
Application:
God loves to see His creatures gathering.
• The first gathering was in the Garden
of Eden. He created Adam and Eve
physically, not virtually. Adam and Eve
were not ideas floating in the air. God
loves the gathering of His creation.
• Then we see in the OT how the Israelites
were encouraged by God to gather to
serve and worship. In Exodus, God is
reminding how important it is to gather
and remember what God did to them:
And when you come to the land that the
Lord will give you, as he has promised, you
shall keep this service. 26And when your
children say to you, ‘What do you mean by
this service? (Exd 12:25 ESV)
• How about the incarnation of Jesus. God
did not send a video taped message. God
sent his Son, in a physical body.
“Our assembled local churches represent
God’s presence with man – where heaven
comes to earth. ‘Where two or three are
gathered in my name there am I among
them’. (Matt 18:20)”2
Sometimes people like to say, “The church
is a people, not a place.” There is truth in that,
yet “it is a slightly more accurate to say that
a church is a people assembled in a place.
Regularly assembling or gathering makes a
church a church.”3 I know a church that has a
large sign that reads “Peninsula Bible Church
meets here.” Warning, church attending does
not make us Christians. No. it is faith in Jesus
Christ who redeemed us from sin, that is
foundation of our belief.
Yet, there is something spiritual in
worshiping together in person.
• Maybe you have a problem with a brother
or sister, and you take communion
together, and God’s Spirit convicts you.
• Maybe you have an issue with someone
who is next to you and while you are
singing the same song the Spirit of the
Lord touches you.
continued on next page

MODERATOR’S REPORT

“But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of
Christ’s gift… And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and
some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping
of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of
Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which
belongs to the fullness of Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be
children, tossed here and there by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery
of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love,
we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,
from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what
every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual
part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.”
Ephesians 4:7, 11-16 (NASB)
This month we got to see the body of Christ, in the form of Pilgrim
Church, working together to build itself up in love. The Harvest Banquet’s
success came as a result of a great many people using their gifts, talents
and services under the Holy Spirit’s leadership to bring glory to God. From
the youth who served to food to the many seasoned (and seasoning) hands
that prepared it, to those who decorated the Social Hall, who planned the
event, who set the Hall up, donated food and drink, and so many others, I
give a sincere thank you. Most of all, though, I thank God who provides all
and unites us.
It was also our privilege to honor three people who have given years of
dedicated service to the Lord by serving PACC – Cathy Cholakian, Faye De
Long and Joe Fischer. The three of them served for a combined 73 years –
40 of those years by Faye alone! Each has enriched our church life beyond
measure.
As we strive to the unity, we have more work to do, but also more fun in
doing it. The all church camping trip at Pinnacles is this coming weekend.
The Men’s Forum will be cooking a Thanksgiving meal for Evangel Home
in November, the Sunday School will be serving the Lord by getting the
boxes for Operation Christmas Child ready, the Dorcas Guild will be baking
goodies for us to buy and enjoy, the Bible study leaders will conduct their
classes, the Church staff will be equipping us for service through both
studies and worship – all to the glory of God. We can do great things when
we work together in the unity of the Spirit.
– By Moderator John Eleazarian

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTH
Kingsley Rose Darakjian
October 18, 2022
Parents: Shane & Jody Darakjian
Grandparents:
Hrant & Kelly Darakjian
Josy & Terry Roseberry
Amelia Mimi Heron Koligian
October 26, 2022
Parents: Paul & Claire Koligian
Grandparents:
Alex & Karen Jaramishian
Wayne & Sara Koligian
WEDDING
Zachary Gavroian & Shelby Collins
October 15, 2022
Parents:
Rodney & Linda Gavroian
(and the late Stacey Gavroian)
Doug & Dina Collins
WITH SYMPATHY
Charlotte Nahigian
October 6, 2022
Barbara Garabedian
October 14, 2022
Lance Hairabedian
October 20, 2022
Marian Grace Lane
October 21, 2022
(Chris Krikorian’s cousin)
May the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
(Romans 15:13)
••••••••
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do. It demonstrates that the spirit of
Christ is in us, and therefore we desire
to be with Christ’s people.”4

•
Maybe the sermon is on giving
and you see a need in the
congregation, and God speaks to
you that day.
Brothers and sisters, attending
church does not make you Christian;
“attending church is what Christians

We are Christians; we are followers
of Christ. God is good, and his
steadfast endures from generation
to generation. How? You and I part
of that plan of God, to be witnesses
to each other and the world. We will
not stop from gathering in the name
of Jesus to pray, to sing, to enter his

gates, to come, to confess, to be fed
His Word, and to serve each other and
others who are outside the walls of the
church.
We are one body. We belong to
each other, and we need each other.
Lord, Make us ONE in CHRIST.

1. Rub Suggs, Christian Community Bible Study
Book, p 54
2. Collin Hansen & Jonathan Leeman, Rediscover
Church, p 46
3. ibid p 48
4. ibid p 49
_________________________________________
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2022 ANNUAL GIVING RECAP
“Give, and you will receive
Your gift will return to you in full –
pressed down, shaken together to make room for more,
running over, and poured into your lap.
The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.”
(Luke 6:38 NLT)

The graph indicates budgeted
and actual activity for 2022. Total
budgeted amount for annual
contributions is shown. Also shown
is the budgeted amount through
the month being reported. The
$
447,568.40
DEC 31
last amount shown is the actual
NOV 30 contributions we have collected
through September. As of the end
OCT 31
of September we have received
$335,676.30
SEP 30
approximately 81% of the budgeted
amount. Please keep in mind these
AUG 31
$274,025.77
numbers represent the weekly
JUL 31
tithes and offerings we voted on
JUN 30
last December to consistently give
faithfully and in obedience to God
MAY 31
for the operation of our church
APR 30
home. These amounts do not
MAR 31 represent the additional donations
that are given to our ministries,
FEB 28
events and projects. Over the past
JAN 31
several months our collections have
decreased steadily each month. As
we approach our final quarter and
the budget meeting in December please prayerfully consider
your participation to do what God’s word directs us to do in
responsible stewardship. WE are the church, all of us.
I heard a term on the radio recently, “Cultural Christianity”.
The pastor giving the short devotional was about my age and
was saying that when he was a young adult there was a lot
of cultural Christianity. Basically you say you’re a Christian
but you are not a follower of Jesus. I totally related to his
comment. I went to Sunday School, I said I was a Christian, I
judged people who weren’t, I thought I was right... How far
from Christianity could I possibly be. It took a test of my faith
and being at the lowest point in my life to finally understand
who Jesus was and what He did for me. AND how far away
from God I had fallen. Thank God I had people praying for
me because I often wonder if there weren’t I may have
fallen deeper down that pit. What was encouraging in the
pastor’s talk was he said the young adults today do not fall
into cultural Christianity. They are choosing not just to talk
the talk but more importantly walk the walk. Or my favorite
analogy is they are not fans they are followers of Jesus. So
are you a fan or a follower?
– Treasurer Patrice Ruble
_________________________________________
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DEACON’S CORNER
Thanking God for Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church
““Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts
with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name.
Psalm 100:4
In the Bible, giving thanks or “thanksgiving”, means
to respond to God’s goodness and grace with gratitude.
For Americans, Thanksgiving Day is set aside as a time
to reflect on everything we are grateful for.
One such reflection, which comes to mind, is
our appreciation for our church – Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church. We thank God for PACC – His
church, where we have the freedom to gather as a
body of believers to experience His presence and bless
Him with our adoration, attention and affection every
Sunday.
We are thankful for all the benefits we receive
through PACC – a beautiful place where we can come
to hear and grow in God’s Word, introduce our children
to Jesus; pray together, bear one another’s burdens,
encourage one another, partake in communion, witness
baptisms and weddings; fellowship, give, serve, and of
course sing and praise Him.
We thank God for our PACC pastors who shepherd
us; for the church staff; for our Sunday School teachers
and Youth Leaders; for the various Bible studies; for
those who care for and beautify the facilities; for the
men’s and women’s groups; and for all the boards and
committees who serve Him wholeheartedly.
Most of all, we thank God for His Son and for His
continuous and abundant love and grace for us;
and for being the Cornerstone of Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church. May His light continue to shine
through PACC and be a beacon of hope and love for all
who seek Him.
– Deacon Roseann Saliba

FRIDAY, NOVEM
BE
4-5p at PACC CE R 4
Building
All children thro

ug
join Teacher Cath h Junior High School please
y
to be donated to by preparing the shoeboxes
Operation Christm
as Child!

Thanks

…to Leonard and Vicki Kizirian
for hosting an amazing event at
their home on
Saturday, October 22.
Everyone had an
awesome time of fun
and fellowship.

THE ARMENIAN MISSIONARY
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

invites you...
to bring

CHRISTMAS JOY
to our Children in

ARMENIA & ARTSAKH

Even though the Christmas season is still months away, the AMAA has already begun
preparations to bring ‘Christmas Joy’ to children in Armenia and Artsakh!
AMAA’s Christmas Joy Program brings smiles and fun celebrations to thousands of needy children throughout
Armenia and Artsakh. From music and dancing, to Christmas plays and narrations, the true message of Christmas
is proclaimed. Your donation of a Christmas Joy package is delivered directly into the hands of the children who are
delighted with their gift. The packages are filled with a variety of toys, school supplies, personal care items, candy and a
Christmas story activity booklet and crayons. For some children, this special package given by the AMAA may be the only
Christmas gift they receive, as their families cannot afford to spend what little income they have on presents.
For as little as $15 per package make Christmas a summer affair and be a part of sharing God’s love and help bring
Christmas Joy to our precious children in the Homeland!

#
Join us and be a part of sharing God’s love
and bring Christmas Joy to our precious children in Armenia and Artsakh!
Enclosed is my donation.

Select one: o$15

o$30

o$45

o$75

o$125

oOther $ ________

Scan and
donate now!

Name:______________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________
Tel.: ____________________________ E-mail: _____________________________
Make check payable to: Armenian Missionary Association of America, memo: Christmas Joy
Mail to: 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 or make a secure donation online at www.amaa.org

_________________________________________
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This year’s Harvest Banquet was a tribute to three amazing
people who served Pilgrim Church for a combined 80 years. Joe
Fischer, Cathy Cholakian, and Faye DeLong were honored for
their faithful service to Pilgrim’s church family. The event, which
was sold out, was a beautiful evening of fellowship, food, and
festivities.
WE ARE THANKFUL
Pilgrim’s jazz band and singers made us tap our feet to the
beat as they ﬁlled the room with their syncopated rhythms.
Tributes to Joe, Cathy, and
Faye were heartfelt and
reﬂected how each in their
unique way served God by
serving Pilgrim Church. It
was truly a special time
that we shared together as
a church community. As we
have learned through our
sermon theme, Lord, Make
us One in Christ, we are
Thank You… Joe Fischer (presented by Joyce Kierejczyk); Cathy Cholakian (presented by Jill
one body with diﬀerent
Samuelian Blanks); Faye DeLong (presented by John Eleazarian)
gifts.
This event was made possible by the many volunteers at
Pilgrim Church who contributed their talents and gifts to make
the evening a success. We are thankful for all who helped us
either ﬁnancially, or by printing/ advertising, mailing, cooking,
serving, decorating, cleaning up, and making music.
We left the hall counting our blessings and naming them one
by one…
Thank you PACC Trustees for organizing this banquet.
Thank you, Lord, for our church family!
– Cristel Tufenkjian

Entertainment included the PACC Jazz Trio
(Sevag Afarian, drums; Oscar Luna, bass; and
Badveli Nerses Balabanian, piano) and
vocalists Kara Samuelian Blanks (above),
Hannah Zentner below), and Misak Israyelyan
(pictured with the jazz trio).
_________________________________________
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SUNDAY

6

13

27

Advent # 1
9:15am Adult Sunday School
10:30am Worship

10:30am
Worship//Communion
11:45am Dorcas Guild
Bake Sale

9:15am Adult Sunday School
9:15am Sunday School

20

10:30am Worship,/Children’s
Message

9:15am Adult Sunday School
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
10:30am
Worship/Communion

9:15am Adult Sunday School
9:15am Sunday School

Daylight Saving Time Ends

_______________________________________
_________________________________________
october 2022 pilgrim’s progress • 7
november

7

14

6:30pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship

28

6:30pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship

21

6:30pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship

Pilgrim’s Progress
Articles Due
8:00am Dorcas Guild
Baking
10:00am Dorcas Guild
Executive Meeting,
Library

6:30pm Fruit of the Spirit
Women’s Fellowship

10:00am Dorcas Guild
Executive Meeting,
Library

MONDAY

8

15

11:00am Dorcas Guild
Holiday Fellowship, Fort
Washington Country Club

10:00am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

10:00am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

29

22

6:30pm Deacons, Fireside
7:00pm CE Meeting, Library

10:00am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

FUSD

6:30pm Joint
Council/Trustees Meeting

10:00am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

6:30pm Trustees-Budget
Meeting
9

6:00pm High School Bible
Study
7:30pm College Bible Study

30

1:00pm Men’s Forum Evangel Home Thanksgiving
Meal Prep

23

6:00pm High School Bible
Study
7:30pm College Bible Study

12:45pm Dorcas Guild
Circle, Overflow Room

16

6:00pm High School Bible
Study
7:30pm College Bible Study

7:30-3:00pm FUSD

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

8:00-3:00pm FUSD

7:00am Men’s Forum
Executive Board Meeting
9:30am Dorcas Guild
Luncheon Set up

10:00am Women’s Bible
Study, Room 6

2

8:00-3:00pm FUSD

WEDNESDAY

1

TUESDAY

10

THANKSGIVING
Office/GFLC Are Closed

24

7:00pm Young Adult Bible
Study

17

7:00pm Young Adult Bible
Study

11:00am Dorcas Guild ,
General Meeting/
Luncheon, Social Hall

3
8:00-3:00pm FUSD

THURSDAY

18

THANKSGIVING
Office/GFLC Are Closed

25

6:00 pm Junior High Bible
Study

FUSD

7:00am TGIF,
Fireside Room

6:30-10:30am FUSD
11:00-3:30pm FUSD

7:00am TGIF,
Fireside Room

Veterans’ Day/
Office Closed

11

4:00pm Operation
Christmas Child Christmas
Project, CE Building

7:00am TGIF,
Fireside Room

4

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

10:00am Journey to
Resilience, Room 5

10:00am Journey to
Resilience, Room 5

.

10:00am Journey to
Resilience, Room 5

26

19

12

10:30am Tabitha Circle

5
10:00am Journey to
Resilience, Room 5
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
In-person 10:30 am

Online at 10:30 am
On our website: pilgrimchurch.com

